










Map 102: Location 10 – Deloraine Riverbank & Wild Wood – restricted area (on-lead) -– proposed.
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14.2. Review of Policy No. 36: Private Timber Reserves  
File Reference S13-11-002 

Report Author Krista Palfreyman 
Director Development and Regulatory Services 

Authorised By Wade Hateley 
Acting Director Development and Regulatory Services 

 
Decision Sought Review and continuation of Policy No. 36: Private Timber Reserves. 

Vote Simple majority 
 

Recommendation 

That Council approves the continuation of Policy No. 36: Private Timber Reserves, as 
shown below and includes it in the Council’s Policy Manual: 

Policy No. 36 Private Timber Reserves 
 
Purpose The purpose of this Policy is to establish the assessment 

framework for referrals of Private Timber Reserve 
applications. 

 
Department Development and Regulatory Services 
Author Krista Palfreyman, Director 
 
Council Meeting Date 9 September 2025 
Minute Number XXX/2025 
 
Next Review Date September 2029 
 

POLICY 
 
1. Definitions 
 
Private Timber Reserve Means a private timber reserve established under the 

Forest Practices Act 1985. 
 
Forest Practices Authority  Means the body corporate that oversees the 

administration of private timber reserves by Private 
Forests Tasmania. 
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Planning Scheme  Means the Tasmanian Planning Scheme – Meander 
Valley. 

 
2. Objective 
 
To establish a process for determining if the Council objects to an application for a 
Private Timber Reserve referred to it by the Forest Practices Authority. 
 
3. Scope 
 
This Policy is to apply to the Council and its employees in assessing and considering 
applications for Private Timber Reserves under the Forest Practices Act 1985. 
 
4. Policy 
 
It is policy that the Delegated Assessment Group will undertake a preliminary 
assessment of the application for a Private Timber Reserve referred to the Council by 
the Forest Practices Authority. 
 
In undertaking the assessment, the Delegated Assessment Group will consider: 
• the location of the proposal relative to: 

o Karst High Sensitivity areas; 
o water catchment areas; 
o sensitive agricultural activities; and/or 
o priority and threatened species habitat. 

• the relevant provisions of the Tasmanian Planning Scheme – Meander Valley. 
• the following provisions of the Forest Practices Act 1985 whereby an application 

for a declaration of land as a private timber reserve shall be refused if the 
Authority is satisfied that: 
o section 8(2)b, ie. the land is not suitable for declaration as a private timber 

reserve; or 
o section 8(2)d, ie. by virtue of the operation of any Act, the owner of the land 

is prohibited from establishing forests, or growing or harvesting timber, on 
the land; or 

o section 8(2)e, ie. it would not be in the public interest to grant the 
application 

• Community submissions received. 
• The Delegated Assessment Group will determine if an objection against the 

proposal should be lodged. 
• If it is determined that an objection should be lodged, the Delegated Assessment 

Group will: 
1. lodge an objection with the Forest Practices Authority if a formal decision of 

Council cannot be made within the statutory notification period. 
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2. prepare a report for formal consideration by Council.  Council will decide if it 
will proceed with the objection. 

 
5. Legislation and Related Standards 
 
The Forest Practices Act 1985 
Tasmanian Planning Scheme – Meander Valley 
 
6. Responsibility 
 
Responsibility for the operation of this Policy rests with the Director Development and 
Regulatory Services. 

 

 Report 

Policy No. 36: Private Timber Reserves is due for review.    

This Policy provides a basis for the assessment framework for determining if the Council 
objects to an application Private Timber Reserve that has been referred by the Forest 
Practices Authority.  The review has concluded that the Policy does not require any 
amendments as it covers the Council’s position adequately. 

This Policy was discussed with Councillors at the Workshop held on 26 August 2025. 

Attachments 

1. Policy No. 36: Private Timber Reserves – Track Changes [14.2.1 - 2 pages] 

Strategy 

Supports the objectives of Council’s strategic future direction 

2. Valuing and protecting our natural environment 
3. Creating a well-designed, sustainable built environment 
 
See Meander Valley Community Strategic Plan 2024-34.  Click here or visit 
https://www.meander.tas.gov.au/plans-reports to visit. 

Policy 

Not applicable 

Legislation 

Forest Practices Act 1985 

Tasmanian Planning Scheme – Meander Valley 

 

https://www.meander.tas.gov.au/plans-reports
http://www.meander.tas.gov.au/plans-reports
https://www.meander.tas.gov.au/plans-reports
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Consultation 

Not applicable 

Budget and Finance 

Not applicable 

Risk Management 

Not applicable 

Alternate Motion 

Council can refer this Agenda Item to Workshop for further discussion. 

 



POLICY MANUAL

Policy No. 36 Private Timber Reserves

Purpose The purpose of this Policy is to establish the 
assessment framework for referrals of Private Timber 
Reserve applications.

Department Development and Regulatory Services
Author Krista Palfreyman, Director

Council Meeting Date 11 May 2021
Minute Number 90/20215

Next Review Date June September 20252029

POLICY

1. Definitions

Private Timber Reserve Means a private timber reserve established under the 
Forest Practices Act 1985.

Forest Practices Authority Means the body corporate that oversees the 
administration of private timber reserves by Private 
Forests Tasmania.

Planning Scheme Means the Tasmanian Planning Scheme – Meander 
Valley.

2. Objective

To establish a process for determining if the Council objects to an application for a 
Private Timber Reserve referred to it by the Forest Practices Authority.

3. Scope

This Policy is to apply to the Council and its employees in assessing and considering 
applications for Private Timber Reserves under the Forest Practices Act 1985.

4. Policy

It is policy that:
The Delegated Assessment Group will undertake a preliminary assessment of the 
application for a Private Timber Reserve referred to Council by the Forest Practices 
Authority.
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In undertaking the assessment, the Delegated Assessment Group will consider:
• the location of the proposal relative to:

o Karst High Sensitivity areas;
o water catchment areas;
o sensitive agricultural activities; and/or
o priority and threatened species habitat.

• the relevant provisions of the Tasmanian Planning Scheme – Meander Valley.
• the following provisions of the Forest Practices Act 1985 whereby an application 

for a declaration of land as a private timber reserve shall be refused if the 
Authority is satisfied that:
o section 8(2)b, ie. the land is not suitable for declaration as a private 

timber reserve; or
o section 8(2)d, ie. by virtue of the operation of any Act, the owner of the 

land is prohibited from establishing forests, or growing or harvesting 
timber, on the land; or

o section 8(2)e, ie. it would not be in the public interest to grant the 
application

• Community submissions received.
• The Delegated Assessment Group will determine if an objection against the 

proposal should be lodged.
• If it is determined that an objection should be lodged, the Delegated 

Assessment Group will:
1. lodge an objection with the Forest Practices Authority if a formal decision 

of Council cannot be made within the statutory notification period.
2. prepare a report for formal consideration by Council.  Council will decide 

if it will proceed with the objection.

5. Legislation and Related Standards

The Forest Practices Act 1985
Tasmanian Planning Scheme – Meander Valley

6. Responsibility

Responsibility for the operation of this Policy rests with the Director Development 
and Regulatory Services.
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15. Motion to Close Meeting 
Refer to Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulations 16 and 17 

Motion 
That Council, by absolute majority, pursuant to the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2025, closes the Meeting to the public for discussion of the 
Agenda Items listed below: 

2. Confirmation of Closed Minutes 

Refer to Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulation 40(6) 

3.1 Leave of Absence Applications 

Refer to Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulation 17(2)(i) 
requests by Councillors for leave of absence 

3.2 Notifications of Leave of Absence for Parental Leave 

Refer to Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulation 17(2)(j) 
notifications by Councillors of leave of absence for parental leave 

4.1 Contract No. 274-2025-26 – Asphalt and Bituminious Sealing of Roads 

Refer to Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulation 
17(2)(e) regarding contracts, and tenders, for the supply of goods and services and 
their terms, conditions, approval and renewal 

4.2 Contract No. 273-2025-25 – Provision of Cleaning Services 

Refer to Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulation 17(2) 
(e) regarding contracts, and tenders, for the supply of goods and services and their 
terms, conditions, approval and renewal 

5. End of Closed Session and Release of Public Information 

Refer to Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015: Regulation 17(8) 

To be determined in Closed Council. 
 
 

16. Close of Meeting 
 
 

 


