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277 building applications and 184 plumbing applications were received by Council’s Permit Au-
thority in 2023-24. This slight decrease is in line with the planning applications and continues to 
be a 5% increase on the previous 10 year average. This development has however resulted in a 
10% increase on the previous financial year on the value of building works completed in the mu-
nicipality. This demonstrates the continued property growth that is occurring in Meander Valley.

Building & Plumbing

Number of planning applications 
accepted this financial year:

Discretionary

Permitted

While the number of applications received 
this financial year has seen a slight decrease 
from the previous year, over the past 10 
years Council has received an average of 
283 planning applications per financial year. 
This year has continued to maintain an in-
crease on the previous 10 year average al-
though slightly less at a 5% increase.

Average number of statutory days* to de-
termine applications

Discretionary

Permitted

This is shorter than the 42 day statutory pe-
riod provided within the Land Use Planning 
and Approvals Act 1993. A total of 11 discre-
tionary planning applications were presented 
to Council as the Planning Authority for de-
termination. Two appeals were lodged with 
the Tasmanian Civil and Administrative Tribu-
nal against the decision of the Planning Au-
thority. One appeal was resolved via consent 
agreement between parties and the other  
appeal was withdrawn by the applicant.

*’Statutory days’ are the total number of days from receipt of an application 
to determination, less any extra days requested by the Heritage Council un-
der section 39 [3] of the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995. Statutory days 
include any additional days negotiated between Council and the applicant 
under section 57 [6] of the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993, but do 
not include days where the ‘clock is stopped’.

Planning & Development
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Council recognises the importance of and is com-
mitted to protecting the health and safety of its 
residents and visitors.

We are required to undertake numerous inspection 
and monitoring programs to ensure compliance 
with the Public Health Act 1997, Food Act 2003, and 
Environmental Management and Pollution Control 
Act 1994 and associated regulations and guidelines.

Approximately $476,000 was spent on environ-
mental health projects and services during 2023-
24, including the employment of 2.6 FTE Environ-
mental Health Officers.

Council’s core Environmental Health functions are:
•	 Food safety, including education, registration 
and inspection of food businesses and food stalls 
at major events;
•	 Disease prevention and control, including immu-
nisations, notifiable disease investigations, educa-
tion, and sharps disposal service;

Environmental Health Statement

$287,000
on animal control 
services

Approximately

4,108
Dogs 
registered

177
Food 
premises 
registered
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•	 Three premises where public health risk 
activities are carried out licensed, and three 
premises where public health risk activities 
are carried out inspected;
•	 Four regulated systems registered;
•	 Three unhealthy premises investigations 
undertaken;
•	 Seven notifiable disease investigations 
completed;
•	 Immunisation sessions were held at Delo-
raine High School and Giant Steps Tasmania 
on 22 March 2024. Immunisations were pro-
vided in accordance with the National Im-
munisation Program Schedule and included 
diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (whoop-
ing cough) (dTpa), human papilloma virus 
(HPV), and Meningococcal ACWY. 134 vac-
cines were administered at the school ses-
sions during the year. Immunisations against 
seasonal influenza were also offered to all 
Meander Valley Council Staff.

Activities under Food Act 2003:
•	 177 food premises and 33 statewide mo-
bile businesses were registered and 87 food 
businesses notified under the Food Act 2003;
•	 311 inspections were completed for prem-
ises registered or notified under the Food 
Act 2003;
•	 56 temporary food stall applications were 
registered and 185 inspections of statewide 
mobile businesses or temporary food stalls 
were conducted, including 95 at Agfest and 
37 inspections at the Tasmanian Craft Fair;
•	 Six complaints relating to food premises 
investigated.

Other Activities:
•	 104 environmental complaints investigated 
(e.g. noise, water quality and air pollution);
•	 71 on-site wastewater management system 
assessments completed and 55 on-site waste-

•	 Water quality monitoring, including recre-
ational water, public pools/spas and private 
water suppliers and water carriers;
•	 Licensing and inspection of Places of As-
sembly (specific events);
•	 Licensing and inspection of premises 
where public health risk activities are carried 
out;
•	 On-site wastewater management system 
assessment and installation inspections; and
•	 Public health and environmental com-
plaints.

The following summarises the activi-
ties carried out during the financial year 
2023-24:

Activities under Public Health Act 1997:
•	 12 Place of Assembly (Specific Events) Li-
censes issued and six Place of Assembly 
(Specific Events) inspected;
•	 Four recreational water sites sampled on 
a weekly basis from December to the end of 
March, totaling 73 samples;
•	 Seven public pools/spas were sampled on 
a monthly basis, totaling 75 samples;
•	 20 private water suppliers registered, 10 
private water supplier samples undertaken;
•	 Six water carriers registered, inspected;

Activity Action Result

Contribute to regional planning initiatives: 
Northern Tasmanian Regional Land Use Strategy 
Review

REMPLAN Demand and Supply report completed.  
To be released 2024-25 once confirmed by State 
Planning Office.

Achieved

Contribute to the Greater Launceston Plan Review Workshop conducted with elected members. Achieved

Progress development of a Structure Plan for 
Carrick To be progressed in Annual Plan 2024-25. Deferred

Review the Prospect Vale - Blackstone Heights 
Structure Plan

Round 1 consultation complete. To be presented to 
future Council workshop. Progressing

Participate in Planning Reforms and Statutory 
reviews

State Planning Provisions Review of Action Group 1 
items - workshops ongoing. Achieved

Review and implement Public Open Space Policy Deferred to Quarter 1 2024-25. Deferred

Annual Plan Performance Development & Regulatory Services

$476,000
on environmental 
health projects

Approximately

351
Complaints 
investigated

water management system installation inspec-
tions undertaken;
•	 225 development application referrals com-
pleted;
•	 Regular attendance at Tamar Estuary and Esk 
Rivers (TEER) program meetings including the 
recreational water quality working group and 
Lake Trevallyn working group.
 
Dog Management:
Approximately $287,000 was spent on ani-
mal control services during 2023-24, includ-

ing the employment of 2 FTE Rangers and 
a contractor for urgent on-call after hours 
services for animal management matters.
•	 4,108 dogs registered in the 2023-24 fi-
nancial year.
•	 62 dogs were impounded with all either 
returning home or being surrendered to the 
Dogs’ Homes of Tasmania;
•	 14 infringement notices issued;
•	 345 complaints received and actioned;
•	 57 active kennel licenses;
•	 5 registered declared dangerous
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