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Meander Valley Council
Working Together

AGENDA

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday, 14 October 2025
Time 3.00pm

Location Council Chambers
26 Lyall Street
Westbury, Tasmania

Telephone 6393 5300



The Way We Work Together
Our Agreed Behaviours

1. We work as a team, value each other’s contribution and are accountable for our work.

2. We support each other’s roles to deliver the best outcomes for our customers and
community.

3. We are supported, trusted and empowered to do our work.

4. We value open and transparent communication to keep each other well informed.

5. We operate in an environment where people feel connected.
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Rodney Synfield

Council Officers

Public Gallery
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Going to a Council Meeting

Members of the community are encouraged to engage with Council’'s monthly meetings. You can
submit questions online or attend in person.

The Council's website offers handy fact sheets with information about what to expect at a Council
Meeting, including how to participate in Public Question Time.

In accordance with Policy No. 98: Council Meeting Administration, this Meeting will be recorded
and live streamed to the general public. By attending the Meeting in person, you are consenting
to personal information being recorded and published.

No unauthorised filming or recording of the Meeting is allowed.

Copies of Agendas and Minutes are also available to view at the Council's office.

Learn More

Click here to find fact sheets about attending a Council Meeting, or to submit a question online
for a future Meeting.

Click here to view Agendas and Minutes online or listen to audio of Meetings.

Following the Meeting Agendas, Minutes, Audio and Live Stream Recordings will be available
online. Audio recordings will remain available to the public for a minimum of 12 monthes.

You can also contact the Office of the General Manager by telephone on 6393 5317, or email
ogm@mvc.tas.gov.au to ask any questions, to submit a question or learn more about opportunities
to speak at a Council Meeting.

Public Access to Chambers

Where there is a need to manage demand, seating will be prioritised as follows:
For Planning Decisions:

Applicants and representors have first priority. A representor is a community member who writes
to the Council to object to or support a planning application (statutory timeframes apply for
becoming a representor during the planning process).

For All Decisions:

Members of the media are welcome to take up any seats not in use by the public or email
ogm@mvc.tas.gov.au to request specific information about a Council decision.

Attendees are requested to consider the health and wellbeing of others in attendance.

If you are symptomatic or in an infectious state, then you are requested to stay away from the
Meeting or follow good practices to minimise risk to others. This includes measures such as social
distancing, wearing of face-masks and the use of hand sanitisers.
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Conduct at Council Meetings

Visitors are reminded that Council Meetings are a place of work for staff and Councillors.

The Council is committed to meeting its responsibilities as an employer and as host of this
important public forum, by ensuring that all present meet expectations of mutually respectful and
orderly conduct.

It is a condition of entry to the Council Chambers that you cooperate with any directions or requests
from the Chairperson or the Council’s Officers.

The Chairperson is responsible for maintaining order at Council Meetings. The General Manager
is responsible for health, wellbeing and safety of all present. The Chairperson or General Manager
may require a person to leave the Council’s premises following any behaviour that falls short of
these expectations. It is an offence to hinder or disrupt a Council Meeting.

Access and Inclusion

The Council supports and accommodates inclusion for all who seek participation in Council
Meetings, as far as is practicable.

Any person with a disability or other specific needs is encouraged to contact the Council prior to
the Meeting on 6393 5317 or via email to ogm@mvc.tas.gov.au to discuss how the Council can best
assist you with access.

Council Meeting Processes

During Council Meetings, the following, processes occur:
All motions are passed by simple majority unless otherwise stated in the Agenda Item.

Councillors abstaining from voting at a Council Meeting are recorded as a negative vote (Local
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025).

Councillors are able to move amended, alternate or procedural motions during debate.

Councillors are able to ask a maximum of three questions during Councillors’ Questions Without
Notice. Councillors are requested to provide Questions Without Notice in writing at the conclusion
of the Meeting.

Members of the Public are able to ask a maximum of two questions during Questions Without
Notice. Members of the Public are requested to provide Questions Without Notice in writing at
the conclusion of the Meeting.
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Certificate of Qualified Advice

The General Manager must ensure any advice, information or recommendation is given to Council
by a person with the necessary qualifications or experience: section 65, Local Government Act 1993.

Council must not decide on any matter without receiving qualified advice or a certification from
the General Manager.

Accordingly, | certify that, where required:

(i) the advice of a qualified person was obtained in preparation of this Agenda; and

(i) this advice was taken into account in providing general advice to the Meander Valley Council;
and

(i) A copy of any such advice (or a written transcript or summary of oral advice) is included with
the Agenda item.

Jonathan Harmey
General Manager
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1. Opening of Meeting and Apologies

2. Acknowledgment of Country

3. Statement of Attendance

Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Requlation 8

It is advised that persons attending this Meeting should note that:
(@) an audio and visual recording is being made of the Meeting;

(b) all persons attending the Meeting are to be respectful of, and considerate towards,
other persons attending the Meeting; and

() language and conduct at the Meeting that could be perceived as offensive,
defamatory or threatening to a person attending the Meeting, or listening to the
recording, is not acceptable.

4. Confirmation of Minutes
Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Requlation 41(1)(b)

Recommendation

That Council receives and confirms the Minutes of the last Ordinary Council Meeting held
on 9 September 2025.

5. Declarations of Interest
Local Government Act 1993: section 48

(A councillor must declare any interest that the councillor has in a matter before any
discussion on that matter commences).

Meander Valley Council - Ordinary Meeting Agenda: 14 October 2025 Page 7



6. Council Workshop Report

Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulation 10(3)(c)

Topics Discussed — 23 September 2025

Planning Applications for October Council Meetings

Councillors received a review of the Planning Application to be presented to the October

Council Meeting.

State Government Consultation Councillor Numbers and Allowances
Councillors provided feedback on the State Government's discussion paper.

External Presentation — Update on Country Club Golf Course
Councillors received a presentation regarding developments at the Country Club golf course.

Increased Council Office Requirements
Councillors discussed and provided guidance on a preferred option for proposed Council

office redevelopment.

External Presentation — TasWater PSP5 Pricing Proposal
Councillors received a presentation on TasWater's PSP5 pricing proposal.

Update on Weight-Based Pricing at Deloraine
Councillors received an update on waste management operations post the closure of the

Cluan Waste Facility and changes to the Deloraine Waste Facility.

Proposed New Council Logo
Councillors discussed the proposed new Council logo.

Proposed Policy — Third Party Use of Surveillance Systems on Council Property
Councillors considered the introduction of a new Policy and provided feedback.

Items for Noting

Tourism Organisation Query
Councillors were provided with an update on Regional Tourism Organisation operation.
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7. Mayor and Councillors' Reports

Councillors’ Official Activities and Engagements Since Last Meeting

Mayor Wayne Johnston

Attended or participated in the following events:

e 4 October 2025 — Pocket Park Opening, Deloraine

e 5 October 2025 — The Range Opening, Country Club Casino, Prospect Vale
e 13 October 2025 — Premier’s Local Government Council Meeting, Hobart

Deputy Mayor Stephanie Cameron

Attended or participated in the following events:

e 9 September 2025 — General Manager Performance Review Committee Meeting
e 17 September 2025 — Meander Valley Citizenship Ceremony, Westbury

e 23 September 2025 — General Manager Performance Review Committee Meeting
o 23 September 2025 — Westbury Community Forum

e 4 October 2025 — Pocket Park Opening, Deloraine

e 5 October 2025 — The Range Opening, Country Club Casino, Prospect Vale

Councillor Ben Dudman

Attended or participated in the following events:

e 23 September 2025 — Audit Panel Meeting

e 23 September 2025 — Westbury Community Forum
e 4 October 2025 — Pocket Park Opening, Deloraine

Councillor Kevin House

Attended or participated in the following events:

e 20 September 2025 — Launceston City Soccer Club Presentation Evening

e 23 September 2025 — Westbury Community Forum

e 30 September 2025 — Meander Valley Council Community Grants and
Sponsorship Committee

e 5 October 2025 — The Range Opening, Country Club Casino, Prospect Vale
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Councillor Anne-Marie Loader

Attended or participated in the following events:

e 9 September 2025 — General Manager Performance Review Committee Meeting

e 10 September 2025 — Great Western Tiers Tourism Association Meeting, Deloraine

e 11 September 2025 — Australian Local Government Women'’s Association
Masterclass Webinar

e 17 September 2025 — Meander Valley Citizenship Ceremony, Westbury

e 17 September 2025 — Great Western Tiers Tourism Association Meeting and
Networking Event at Quamby Estate

e 23 September 2025 — General Manager Performance Review Committee Meeting

o 23 September 2025 — Westbury Community Forum

e 30 September 2025 — Meander Valley Council Community Grants and
Sponsorship Committee

e 2 October 2025 — Wildwood Landcare Annual General Meeting, Deloraine

e 4 October 2025 — Pocket Park Opening, Deloraine

e 5 October 2025 — The Range Opening, Country Club Casino, Prospect Vale

Councillor Rodney Synfield

Attended or participated in the following events:
e 23 September 2025 — Westbury Community Forum
e 4 October 2025 — Pocket Park Opening, Deloraine

Councillor John Temple

Attended or participated in the following events:

e 23 September 2025 — Audit Panel Meeting

e 23 September 2025 — Westbury Community Forum
e 4 October 2025 — Pocket Park Opening, Deloraine

Councillor Christine Cronshaw

Attended or participated in the following events:
e 23 September 2025 — Westbury Community Forum

Councillors’ Announcements and Acknowledgements
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8. Petitions

No Community Representations have been received as part of this Agenda

9. Community Representations

Community Representations are an opportunity for community members or groups to
request up to three minutes to address Council on a topic of particular interest.

Requests received at least 14 days prior to a Council Meeting will be considered by the
Chairperson.  For further information, contact the Office of the General Manager on
6393 5317 or email ogm@mvc.tas.gov.au.

No Community Representations have been received as part of this Agenda
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10. Public Question Time

Members of the public may ask questions in person or using the form available on the
Council’s website.

During the Meeting, a minimum of 15 minutes is available and is set aside for members of
the public to ask Questions With or Without Notice. Council will accept up to two Questions
With Notice and two Questions Without Notice per person, per Meeting.

Questions Without Notice are required in writing at the conclusion of the Meeting.

Click here to submit an online question for a future Meeting.

Refer to pages 3 and 4 of this Agenda for more information about attending a Council
Meeting.

10.1. Public Questions With Notice

Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Requlation 38(1)

No Public Questions With Notice have been received as part of this Agenda

10.2. Public Questions Without Notice
Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulation 37

(Members of the public who ask Questions Without Notice at a Meeting will have both the
question and any answer provided recorded in the Minutes.

Public Questions Without Notice should be provided in writing at the conclusion of the
Meeting.

If the Council's Officers are unable to answer the question asked at the Meeting, the question
and a response will be provided in the next Council Meeting Agenda,.
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11. Councillor Question Time

11.1. Councillors' Questions With Notice
Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulation 35

(Questions With Notice must be in writing and should be received by the General Manager
at least seven days before the relevant Council Meeting).

Question
Councillor Anne-Marie Loader — Flood Mitigation — received via email on T October 2025

Regarding the Westbury Town Common:

1.

2.
3.

Was flood mitigation work planned following the 2016 floods to prevent extensive future
flooding?

If so, who was responsible for this work; and

Has the work has been completed?

Matthew Millwood (Director Works) responded that:

1.

Following the 2016 flood event in the Quamby Brook, the Council advocated to
TasWater and the Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania to
undertake willow clearing works in the flood plain north of Meander Valley Road,
toward the western railway line. It was anticipated that this work would improve the
efficiency (in this section) of the Quamby Brook and, therefore, may reduce future
impacts during a flood event.

The willow clearing was undertaken in 2018 and was jointly funded by TasWater and
the Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania.

No follow up work occurred at the site to manage willow regrowth. Since 2022, the
Council’s Officers have been corresponding with TasWater regarding the extensive
regrowth and in late 2023. Following a meeting on site with TasWater and
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania representatives,
TasWater developed a Weed Management Plan for the area. The plan identified
staged works, including willow cutting and poisoning, over a three- to five-year
period with a commencement expected in winter/spring 2024. No work occurred in
2024 and the Council's Officers contacted TasWater in December 2024 to obtain an
update. Correspondence has continued across 2025 and recently TasWater has
advised they will undertake willow clearing/weed management works across a four-
year period but are yet to commit to a commencement date.
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11.2. Councillors' Questions Without Notice
Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 202: Requlation 34

(Councillors who ask Questions Without Notice at a Meeting will have both the question and
any answer provided recorded in the Minutes.

Councillors' Questions Without Notice should be provided in writing at the conclusion of the
Meeting.

If the Council's Officers are unable to answer the question asked at the Meeting, the question
and a response will be provided in the next Council Meeting Agenda).

12. Councillor Notices of Motion
Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025 Regulations 19 and 20

No Notices of Motion have been received as part of this Agenda
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Council as a Planning Authority

In planning matters, Council acts as a Planning Authority under the Land Use Planning and

Approvals Act 1993.

In the Agenda Items in this section, Council (when acting as the

Planning Authority) will be referred to as a Planning Authority. The following applies to all
Planning Authority reports:

Strategy

Policy

Legislation

Consultation

Budget and Finance

Risk Management

Alternative Motions

The Council has an Annual Plan target to process Planning
Applications in accordance with delegated authority and statutory
timeframes.

Not Applicable.

The Planning Authority must process and determine applications
under the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 (LUPA) and its
Planning Scheme. Each application is made in accordance with
LUPA, section 57.

The Agency Consultation section of each Planning Authority report
outlines the external authorities consulted during the application
process.

Community consultation in planning matters is a legislated process.
The Public Response — Summary of Representations section of each
Planning Authority report outlines all complying submissions
received from the community in response to the application.

Where a Planning Authority decision is subject to later appeal to the
Tasmanian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (Resource and Planning
Stream), the Council may be liable for costs associated with
defending its decision.

Risk is managed by all decision-makers carefully considering
qualified advice and inclusion of appropriate conditions on planning
permits as required.

The Planning Authority may approve an application with amended
conditions or may refuse an application.

Regardless of whether the Planning Authority seeks to approve or
refuse an application, a motion must be carried stating its decision
and outlining reasons. A lost motion is not adequate for
determination of a planning matter.
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13. Planning Authority Reports
13.1. PA\26\0037 - Blackstone Park Drive, Blackstone Heights

Proposal

Report Author

Authorised By

Decision Due

Decision Sought

Sports and Recreation (Canoe Polo)

Jana Rockliff
Town Planner

Krista Palfreyman
Director Development and Regulatory Services

14 October 2025

It is recommended that the Planning Authority approves this
application.

See section titled Planner's Recommendation for further details.

Applicant’s Proposal
Applicant
Property

Description

Tamar Canoe Club Inc.
Blackstone Park, Blackstone Heights (CT 183402/2)

The applicant seeks planning permission for:

1. establishment of the Sports and Recreation use (Canoe
Polo);

2. removal of vegetation for access and landscaping purposes;

3. construction of eight slalom poles on each side of the
waterway bank (total 16);

4. construction of walking tracks; and

5. construction of a maintenance vehicle access track.

Documents submitted by the Applicant are attached, titled Application
Documents.

The property is owned by the Meander Valley Council and crossed by an administrative
(Local Government area) boundary between the West Tamar Council and the Meander
Valley Council (refer to Figure 1).
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Valley
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Figure 1: Area subject to West Tamar Council (blue) and Meander Valley Council (green) (Source: Listmap)

The proposed development site is central to the property and shown in Figure 2 below.
The majority of the use and development will occur within the waterway, which is within
the West Tamar Municipality. The use and development occurring on land are located
within the Meander Valley Municipality. The assessment of this application is, therefore,
limited to the use and development occurring on land, excluding any extensions of new
land into the waterway, as this is within the West Tamar Council Local Government area.

Pen oo

Figure 2: Aerial image showing the location and spatial extent of the site (Source: Spectrum Spatial)
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Planner’s Report

Planning Scheme Tasmanian Planning Scheme — Meander Valley (the Planning
Scheme)
Zoning Open Space

Applicable Overlay Natural Asset Code (priority vegetation and waterway and
coastal protection area), Bushfire-Prone Areas Code, Flood-
Prone Areas Code

Existing Land Use Passive Recreation

Summary of Planner’s Assessment
Generally, Sports and Recreation is classed as discretionary in this zone (Open Space).
Discretions

For this application, two discretions are triggered. This means the Planning Authority
has discretion to approve or refuse the application based on its assessment of:

Clause Pe.rformance Standard
Criteria
C2.5.1 P1.1 Car parking numbers
C2.5.3 P1 Motorcycling parking numbers

Before exercising a discretion, the Planning Authority must consider the relevant
Performance Criteria, as set out in the Planning Scheme.

See Attachment titled Planner's Advice - Performance Criteria for further discussion.
Performance Criteria and Applicable Standards

This proposal is assessed as satisfying the relevant Performance Criteria and compliant
with all Applicable Standards of the Scheme.

See Attachments titled Planner’s Advice — Performance Criteria and Planner's Advice — Applicable
Standards for further discussion.

Public Response

Two responses (representations) were received from the public, both objecting to the
proposal.

See Attachment titled Public Response — Summary of Representations for further information, including
the Planner's Advice given in response.

Agency Consultation

Nil
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Internal Referrals
Infrastructure Services

The Council’s infrastructure team confirms that there is sufficient parking for a sport
like canoe polo.

Planner’'s Recommendation

The Planning Authority must note the qualified advice received before making any
decision, then ensure that reasons for its decision are based on the Planning Scheme.
Reasons for the decision are also published in the Minutes.

For further information, see Local Government Act 7993: section 65, Local Government (Meeting
Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulation 29(2) and Land Use and Approvals Act 1993: section 57.

Planning Authority Recommendation

This application by the Tamar Canoe Club Inc., for Sports and Recreation (Canoe Polo),
on land located at Blackstone Park, Blackstone Heights (CT 183402/2) is recommended
for approval generally in accordance with the Endorsed Plans and recommended
Permit Conditions and Permit Notes.

Endorsed Plans

a.  BE ME Geotechnical; Not dated; Site Layout — Aerial Photo; Version V5;
b.  BE ME Geotechnical; Not dated; Site Layout — Contours;

c.  BE ME Geotechnical; Not dated; Slalom Course; Version V6;

d.  Tamar Canoe Club Inc.; Dated April 2025; Blackstone Paddlesports Park — Design
Report;

e.  Tamar Canoe Club Inc,; Not dated; Blackstone Paddlesports Park — Canoe Polo,
Slalom and Water Access Improvements — Planning Report, including Tree
Removal Plan; and

f.  Tamar Canoe Club Inc.; Not dated; Blackstone Paddlesports Park — Canoe Polo,
Slalom and Water Access Improvements — Parking and Traffic.

Permit Conditions

1. Prior to commencement of any works, a Soil and Water Management Plan in
accordance with industry best practices detailing the site-specific measures to
minimise on-site erosion and the release of sediment or sediment laden
stormwater from the site must be implemented and maintained until such time
that soil cover is reinstated. A copy of the Soil and Water Management Plan must
be made available to the Council upon request (refer to Note 1).

2. The use approved by this permit may only operate between 8.00am and 10.00pm,
seven days a week including Public Holidays (refer to Note 2).
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The cross-river lines installed for the slalom course must be removed from the
waterway at the conclusion of each session and remain stored when not in use.

All works must be undertaken in accordance with the Wetlands and Waterways
Works Manual.

Permit Notes

1.

Best practice guidelines for Soil and Water Management (also referred to as

Erosion and Sediment Control) are available here:

a.  Tasmanian Guidelines (NRM North) — Soil and Water Management on
Building and Construction Sites (www.nrmnorth.org.au).

b. International Erosion Control Association — Best Practice Erosion and
Sediment Control (BPESC) document (www.austieca.com.au).

c.  Tamar Estuary and Esk Rivers (TEER) program — Erosion and sediment
control. The fundamentals for development in Tasmania (www.teer.org.au).

d.  Water by design (www.waterbydesign.com.au).

The restriction only applies to the organised sports and recreation use including
works associated with the setup and take down of infrastructure. The restriction
does not apply to the existing Passive Recreation use of the site (ie. general use
of the public park).

Any other proposed development or use (including amendments to this proposal)
may require separate planning approval. For further information, contact the
Council.

This permit takes effect after:

a.  The 14-day appeal period expires; or

b.  Any appeal to the Tasmanian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (TASCAT) is
determined or abandoned; or

c.  Any other required approvals under this or any other Act are granted.

Planning appeals can be lodged with TASCAT Registrar within 14 days of the
Council serving notice of its decision on the applicant. For further information,
visit the TASCAT website.

This permit is valid for two years only from the date of approval. It will lapse if
the development is not substantially commenced. The Council has discretion to
grant an extension by request.

All permits issued by the permit authority are public documents. Members of the
public may view this permit (including the endorsed documents) at the Council
Offices on request.
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8. If any Aboriginal relics are uncovered during works:
a.  all works to cease within delineated area, sufficient to protect unearthed or
possible relics from destruction;
b.  presence of a relic must be reported to Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania; and
c.  relevant approval processes for State and Federal Government agencies will
apply.

Attachments

Public Response Summary of Representations [13.1.1 - 5 pages]
Representation 1 — Goldfinch [13.1.2 - 3 pages]

Representation 2 — Smith [13.1.3 - 2 pages]

Planner's Advice — Applicable Standards [13.1.4 - 16 pages]
Planner's Advice — Performance Criteria [13.1.5 - 6 pages]
Application Documents [13.1.6 - 113 pages]

o AswN S
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13.1.1 Public Response Summary Of Representations

Public Response
Summary of Representations

A summary of concerns raised by the public about this planning application is provided below.
Two responses (“representations”) were received during the advertised period.

This summary is an overview only and should be read in conjunction with the full responses
(see attached). In some instances, personal information may be redacted from individual
responses.

Council offers any person who has submitted a formal representation the opportunity to speak

about it before a decision is made at the Council Meeting.

P Goldfinch

Representation 1

Concern

Planner’s Response

Loss of amenity

The proposed development is
located within the Blackstone
Park, which is located within 70
to 100m of low-density
residential housing. The
representator is concerned that
the establishment of the use and
development will impact on the
residential amenity through
noise, visual intrusion from the
proposed slalom poles
(permanently installed) and
traffic generated by the use,
particularly  during larger
events.

The applicable zone — the Open Space Zone —
generally encourages use of this land for open
space (both passive and active) purposes. It also
seeks to ensure that discretionary uses (such as
Sports and Recreation) do not cause an
unreasonable loss of amenity to adjacent
sensitive uses. Most relevantly, it does so by
regulating hours of operation and managing
flood lighting within 50m of residential zones
(see Clause 29.3.1).

The proposal will increase the utilisation of the
park through improvements in access for the
general public to the water as well as for the
establishment of the proposed canoe polo use.

The proposal does not propose flood lighting
and would occur within the acceptable hours of
operation (8am to 10pm) contemplated by the
zone. The proposal places a further restriction
on itself by operating only during daylight hours.
The proposed poles to support the slalom
infrastructure have been exempt from the
planning scheme; however, the zone allows for
buildings or structures to have a height of 10m
and a setback of 3m to a side or rear boundary
and 5m to a frontage. The proposed poles are
2.3m in height and at least 9m from any
boundary and therefore would comply with the
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13.1.1 Public Response Summary Of Representations

development standards of the zone. The
proposal also complies with the acceptable
solution regarding the average annual daily
traffic generation.

While it is possible that loss of amenity may still
occur, the relevant tests for whether or not that
loss is unreasonable within the relevant zone, are
met by the proposal.

Further, it is also important to note that the
sporting activity itself would occur within the
West Tamar municipality and is subject to
separate approval processes and a different
zone (the Environmental Management Zone). In
this respect, the proposal would allow for the
establishment of canoe polo playing fields to
allow the use of the waterbody for this sport. The
sport is played by 10 players. An umpire
oversees the game and uses a whistle to alert
players. While this is additional noise currently
not present at the park, the training sessions are
1-2h, twice a week in the evening before 10pm
and once on the weekend during the day.
Existing residential buildings are at least 50m
away from an umpire with some vegetation
reducing impacts.

While there might be some inconveniences to
residents caused by the anticipated higher traffic
as the result of competitions, these events are
anticipated only on an occasional basis.
Occasional uses are defined as “infrequent or
irregular sporting events” and they are exempt
from the planning scheme under section 4.1.2.
The exemption from the planning scheme
signifies that the potential impacts caused by an
occasional use are acceptable. The compliance
with the standards of the planning scheme
combined with the low intensity of the use
results in the proposal to be considered to not
have an unreasonable impact on the residential
amenity of the surrounding area.
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13.1.1 Public Response Summary Of Representations

b) Environmental impact The concerns raised are caused by the proposed
The representator expresses use being undertaken Within the waterway. This
concerns about the | Use and development is outside the Meander
environmental impact to this Valley Council municipality and is subject to
section of the South Esk River further- and.separate approval by Wes.t Tamar
being a sensitive ecological Counol. This a.ssessment would consider the
corridor supporting various fish |mpa§ts to environmental values of the South
and resident platypus. Esk River.

Q) Lack of public benefit There is no requirement within the applicable
The proposal is for a niche zone for a development to prgvide a clgar net
sporting activity without .benefl‘.[ to the broader co.mmumty. A public park
oroviding a clear net benefit to is avallab'le and access@le to everyone. The
the broader community. proposal is for the establishment of a sporting

facility undertaken by a sporting club. The
proposal might result in the growth of the sport
and attract new members and therefore
additional users of the park / facility.
Additionally, the proposed developments will
improve the park and provide access to the
water for the wider community.

d) Traffic and pedestrian safety | The proposal does not include the conversion of
concerns the shared space to vehicle parking. The area
Blackstone  Park  Drive s outlined within the applicant’s documentation
currently a shared zone. "The as potenUalpverﬂow parking is already available
proposal  to  convert  this to the publlg for on—s.tre.et parkmg. There are
pedestrian space into vehicle currently I?mlted restrictions |mposed' to on-
parking removes the only safe street parking along Blackstone Park Drive.
area available for walkers, | The low traffic and low speed environment
forcing pedestrians into the | remain unchanged and is considered to be safe
roadway itself. This creates an | for pedestrians and vehicles. It is not anticipated
unacceptable increase in the risk | that the overflow parking would be required to
of vehicle-to-pedestrian | be used on a regular basis. The potential
collisions,  particularly — during | competition events, which might attract more
periods  of  high  activity | people to the park, are only occasional and
associated ~ with  organised | therefore not considered to have a long-term
sporting events.” negative effect.

e) Procedural concerns / | The subject property is owned by Meander

Community consultation

Valley Council. The property is divided by a
municipal boundary assigning the land
component of the property to Meander Valley
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13.1.1 Public Response Summary Of Representations

Concerns  about procedural
fairness and transparency of the
assessment of the proposal by
West Tamar and Meander Valley
Council. The representor
believes that the provided
consent by the Meander Valley
Council's General Manager as
landowner could be perceived
as endorsement and therefore
undermines the outcome of the
assessment process.

Lack of meaningful community
consultation and  confusion
caused by the separate
advertising by both Council’s.
Concerns  that not  all
representations might have not
been considered by both
Council's.

Council while the waterbody is assigned to West
Tamar Council. The municipal boundary is also
the zone boundary dividing the land into the
Open Space Zone (land) and Environmental
Management Zone (waterbody). A planning
authority (Council) administers the Planning
Scheme assigned to the land within its
municipality. Due to the municipal boundary
dividing the property, both Councils are
required to assess the application within its own
jurisdiction.

According to section 52(1B) of the Land Use
Planning and Approvals Act 1993 (LUPA), if the
applicant is not the owner of the property and
the property is owned by a council, the
application form must be signed by the general
manager of the council to provide consent for
the making of the application as landowner. This
consent is not an endorsement or approval of a
proposal.

The application has been advertised for 14 days
according to section 57 of LUPA. Adjoining
property owners have been informed in writing
of the application. There are no legislative
requirements for an applicant to undertaken
additional community consultation.

A Smith

Representation 2

Concern

Planner’s Response

Residential amenity, traffic
increase and safety concerns

Significant increase in traffic in
an otherwise quiet residential
area will increase risk to children
using the nearby playground,
bike riders and pedestrians.
Visitors are unfamiliar with the
roads and therefore unlikely to
be as cautious as residents.

In addition to the comments made in response
to Representation 1 point a) and d), Blackstone
Park Drive contains speed humps and a shared
zone sign alerting users of the road that it is a
shared and low speed environment. The existing
playground is physically separated from the
road through topography and fences.

The maintenance of public spaces is undertaken
by Council and financed through income
generated through, e.qg., rates. However, funds
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13.1.1 Public Response Summary Of Representations

"Residents are already
contributing financially to the
upkeep and maintenance of the
public spaces in the areaq,
including the playground and
surrounding  facilities. The
proposed development of the
additional car park will likely lead
to congestion and disruption in a
space that (s meant to be a
peaceful and accessible resource
for local families.”

generated within a specific township are not
assigned to the maintenance of that specific
township. Council is responsible for the
maintenance of all its assets within the entire
municipality and funds are distributed where
needed.

Blackstone Park is a public park intended to
serve the general public and is not restricted to
the local community. While the proposal will
increase the use of the park, it is not anticipated
that the use will unreasonably impact on the
residential amenity. While it is acknowledged
that the use of the facility for sporting
competitions might cause some short-term
disruptions, competitions are only anticipated
occasionally (3 times per year). A public park can
be accessed by anybody. If concerning
behaviour is observed, the police should be
notified.

Environmental impact

“Increased parking and vehicle
movement could disrupt the
peaceful nature of the area and
cause long-term harm to the
local wildlife and ecosystem.”

In addition to the comments made in response
to Representation 1 point b), the anticipated
increase in traffic is within the acceptable
solution of the planning scheme. It is also noted
that the use operates during day light and
therefore minimises traffic at dusk and dawn
where impacts to wildlife are higher. The
proposed development site is already highly
modified. The proposal will facilitate better
access to the site and will help maintaining the
area through removal of weeds and better
access. Impacts to the waterway has been
assessed by West Tamar and it is understood
that it has been deemed compliant with the
planning scheme.

Note: The planning application was advertised in the Examiner Newspaper and on Council’s
website for a statutory period of 14 days from 16 August 2025 to 1 September 2025. A planning
notice was also placed on the property.
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13.1.2 Representation 1 - Goldfinch

I
|
Date: 26 August 2025

To:
Planning Departments

Meander Valley Council & West Tamar Council Planning

Subject: Objection to Development Application No. PA\26\0037 — Canoe Polo and Slalom
Course, Longbottom Inlet, South Esk River

Dear Planning Officers,

I am writing to lodge a formal objection to Development Application No. PA\26\0037, which
proposes a canoe polo and canoe slalom training course within the South Esk River at
Longbottom Inlet. This proposal traverses both West Tamar Council and Meander Valley Council
boundaries.

This development raises serious concerns in terms of environmental impact, residential amenity,
planning compliance, procedural fairness and safety risks in relation to parking and increased
traffic. I outline my concerns below:

1. Inappropriate Proximity to Residential Areas

The proposed development is located within 70 to 100 meters of low-density residential housing.
This raises unacceptable risks of: noise and activity impacts on neighboring properties, visual
intrusion with the poles permanently installed on each side of the river bank for the slalom course
to support the wires that will span the inlet for gates, loss of amenity, this area is frequently used
by local residents and visitors alike to exercise and swim their dogs away from the already
overcrowded area know as Blackstone beach. Proposed larger events have potential to create
traffic and parking congestion in otherwise quiet residential area. Such a facility appears
inconsistent with the planning schemes of both councils, particularly in zones intended for
residential quiet enjoyment and low-impact land use.

2. Environmental Impact — Fish and Platypus Habitat

This section of the South Esk River is a sensitive ecological corridor supporting various fish
species and a resident platypus, which has been regularly observed in this area. The platypus is a
protected species under Tasmanian legislation, and development with potential to disturb or
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13.1.2 Representation 1 - Goldfinch

fragment its habitat requires serious ecological scrutiny. To my knowledge, no comprehensive
environmental assessment has been published as part of this application.

3. Dual-Council Governance and Procedural Concerns

This development crosses two local government areas—West Tamar and Meander Valley. It is
unclear if both councils will be involved in the assessment and decision making. Public
consultation may have failed to reach residents and stakeholders in both LGAs. Any decision
made by only one council without full coordination and transparency risks being procedurally
flawed.

4. Lack of Public Benefit and Inadequate Community Consultation

While the proposal supports a niche sporting activity, it does not appear to offer a clear net benefit
to the broader community, and will reduce access to a previously open and natural stretch of river
used by kayakers, fishers, walkers, and swimmers. There appears to have been no meaningful
community consultation or environmental study provided publicly.

5. Procedural Concerns — Premature Endorsement

The Meander Valley Council Manager has signed as the landowner on the original development
application advertised by West Tamar Council. This raises serious questions about whether it is
appropriate for council management to endorse a development application during the public
representation period. Signing as landowner may be perceived as premature or as pre-judging the
outcome of the assessment process, particularly while community consultation is still underway.
This action could undermine public confidence in the transparency and impartiality of the
planning process, especially in a case involving sensitive environmental and community impacts.

6. Procedural Concerns — Dual Advertising and Community Confusion

This development application spans both West Tamar Council and Meander Valley Council
boundaries. It has been separately advertised by each council, rather than as a single coordinated
notification. This creates a risk of community confusion, as residents who responded to the
original West Tamar Council advertisement may assume they have already participated in the
process, and may therefore miss the opportunity to make a submission under the Meander Valley
Council advertisement.

This fragmented approach undermines the principle of fair and transparent public consultation. A
development that straddles two council areas should be advertised in a manner that ensures all
affected residents and stakeholders are fully informed, and not required to navigate separate and
potentially overlapping processes.

7. Traffic and Pedestrian Safety — Blackstone Park Drive

The updated Meander Valley Council application now includes an increase in the number of
parking spaces along Blackstone Park Drive. This road is designated as a shared zone, currently
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13.1.2 Representation 1 - Goldfinch

allowing both vehicles and pedestrians to use the space safely. At present, pedestrians are able to
walk along the side of the road without conflict.

The proposal to convert this pedestrian space into vehicle parking removes the only safe area
available for walkers, forcing pedestrians into the roadway itself. This creates an unacceptable
increase in the risk of vehicle-to-pedestrian collisions, particularly during periods of high activity
associated with organised sporting events.

The safety of local residents, including children and older people who frequently use this area for
walking and recreation, must be prioritized. The proposed parking arrangements are incompatible
with the shared zone designation and should not be supported.

In light of the above, I request that the development application be refused, or at a minimum, both
councils require:

- A comprehensive environmental impact assessment, including platypus and aquatic habitat study
- A hydrological assessment of flood and flow impacts

- A full community consultation process across both LGAs

- An assessment of zoning consistency and planning scheme compliance

The South Esk River is a shared natural and community resource, not a venue for development that
benefits a narrow user group at the expense of public access, ecology, and residential amenity.

Yours sincerely,
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13.1.3 Representation 2 - Smith

General Manager
Meander Valley Council
P O Box 102
WESTBURY TAS 7303

Date: 30" August 2025

Dear General Manager

I am writing to formally object to the Tamar Canoe Club's application for car parking at
Blackstone Park Drive at Blackstone Heights.

I have several concerns regarding this proposal, which | believe will have a significant
negative impact on both the local community and the safety of the area.

1. Increased Traffic and Safety Concerns

The addition of extra vehicles is likely to bring a significant increase in traffic to the area.
As a local resident, | am very concerned about the additional vehicles that will be
circulating around the already busy roads. In particular, | am worried about the safety of
children who regularly play in the nearby playground. The potential for increased traffic in
what is currently a relatively quiet residential area raises serious concerns regarding the
safety of these children. We need to ensure that their safety is prioritized and that the area
remains a safe place for families and young residents to enjoy. Many residents walk &
bike ride for exercise and the increased traffic will raise safety concerns. The residents of
Blackstone Heights use our road ways with caution, but the comings and goings of
additional traffic will certainly be a risk to the residents.

2. Impact on the Ratepayers of Blackstone Heights

As ratepayers of Blackstone Heights, residents are already contributing financially to the
upkeep and maintenance of the public spaces in the area, including the playground and
surrounding facilities. The proposed development of the additional car park will likely
lead to congestion and disruption in a space that is meant to be a peaceful and
accessible resource for local families. The use of public spaces should continue to
prioritise the needs of the local community, and any changes that would diminish the
quality of life for residents should be highly prioritised by the council.

3. Environmental and Community Impact

In addition to the concerns about safety and traffic, there is also the potential for this
development to negatively affect the local environment. The impact of increased parking
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13.1.3 Representation 2 - Smith

and vehicular movement could disrupt the peaceful nature of the area and cause long-
term harm to the local wildlife and ecosystem. Itis crucial to balance the needs of the of
the community, particularly when it comes to maintaining the quality of life for residents
who are the rate payers.

Conclusion

| believe this application must be carefully reconsidered with a full understanding of its
potential effects on local residents. The safety of our children, the impact on the local
environment, and the interests of the ratepayers of Blackstone Heights must be
prioritized in this decision-making process.

| strongly urge the Council to reject this application.

Thank you for considering my concerns.

Kind regards,
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13.1.4 Planner's Advice - Applicable Standards

Planner’s Advice: Applicable Standards
Background

An application has been received for the use and development of land located at Blackstone
Park Drive, Blackstone Heights (Blackstone Park). The proposed development is limited to the
eastern inlet of Lake Trevallyn (‘the site’ - refer to Figure 1).

The application involves the:

Establishment of the Sports & Recreation use (Canoe Polo);

Removal of vegetation for access and landscaping purposes;

Construction of 8 slalom poles on each side of the waterway bank (total 16) ;
Construction of walking tracks; and

Construction of a maintenance vehicle access track.

vk wn =

Figure 1: Aerial image showing the location and spatial extent of the site (Source: Spectrum Spatial).

The property is owned by Meander Valley Council and comprises Blackstone Park. The south-
eastern part of the property comprises a playground and walking tracks. The north-western
part comprises the inlet of Lake Trevallyn as well as a public car park. The property is crossed
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by an administrative (Local government area) boundary between the West Tamar and Meander
Valley Council (refer to Figure 2). The waterway is within the jurisdiction of West Tamar Council
while the land is within the Meander Valley Council municipality. The proposal is situated across
both municipalities and accordingly requires two separate planning approvals from both
Planning Authorities.

Figure 2: Area subject to West Tamar Council (blue) and Meander Valley Council (green) (Source: Listmap).

The property has frontage to Blackstone Park Drive, Kelsey Road and Longvista Drive. Access
to the public parking space is via Blackstone Park Drive. Blackstone Park Drive is a low speed
and shared zone environment enforced through speed humps and signage.



14. Development and Regulatory Services

14.1. Review of Policy No. 11: Public Open Space
File Reference S13-11-002

Report Author Thomas Wagenknecht
Senior Strategic Planner

Authorised By Krista Palfreyman
Director Development and Regulatory Services

Decision Sought Endorsement of the continuation of Policy No. 11: Public Open
Space with minor amendments.

Vote Simple majority

Recommendation

That Council endorses the continuation of Policy No. 11: Public Open Space as shown below
and includes it in the Council’s Policy Manual:

Policy No. 11

Purpose

Department
Author

Council Meeting Date
Minute Reference

Next Review Date

Public Open Space

The purpose of this Policy is to:

1.

guide the Council’s strategic provision of public open
space;

establish design gquidelines for public open space
contributed through subdivision applications or otherwise
acquired;

clarify the process of determining when a public open
space land contribution or a cash-in-lieu contribution will
be required for subdivision applications;

establish a consistent method of determining the value of
cash-in-lieu contributions and when they are to be paid;
and

outline how funds derived from cash-in-lieu contributions
should be spent in the municipality.

Development and Regulatory Services
Thomas Wagenknecht, Senior Strategic Planner

14 October 2025
XXX/2025

October 2029
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1. Definitions

POLICY

Cash-in-lieu Contribution An amount payable to the Council under section 117 of the

Council

Final Plan

Improved Value

Improvement

Plan of Subdivision

Public Open Space

Public Open Space Land

Contribution

Subdivision

Local Government (Building and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act
71993 for the acquisition or improvement of land for public
open space for the benefit of inhabitants of the municipal area.

The Meander Valley Council.

A final plan of subdivision under section 87 of the Local
Government (Building and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993.

The value of the land upon completion of all works required
by the planning permit prior to sealing of any Final Plan of
Survey.

Includes landscaping, fencing and the provision of playground
equipment, walking paths, car parking areas and toilet
facilities, as defined in the Local Government (Building and
Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993.

As defined in the Local Government (Building and
Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993.

Space for public recreation or public gardens or for similar
purposes, as defined in the Local Government (Building and
Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993.

The area of land required by Council for public Open space
under section 116 of the Local Government (Building and
Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993.

As defined in the Local Government (Building and
Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993.
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2.

Obijective

The objectives of this Policy are to:

1.

ensure that public open space obtained by the Council is of a quality and standard
suitable for the intended purpose;

2. ensure that developers make an appropriate contribution towards the acquisition or
improvement of land for public open space for the benefit of inhabitants of the
municipal area, proportional to the likely demand for public open space generated
by the subdivision;

3. outline the process for determining the value of cash-in-lieu contributions, the time
at which the value is to be determined and when the contribution is to be paid to the
Council; and

4. ensure that cash-in lieu contributions are spent for the purpose of acquiring or
improving public open space.

3. Scope

The Policy applies to all subdivision applications received by the Council and the use of
cash-in-lieu contributions.

4. Policy

The Local Government (Building and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993 (the Act) empowers
the Council to require a public open space land or cash-in-lieu contribution as a part of
any plan of subdivision, or to refuse to approve a plan of subdivision because it should
include or omit public open space, pursuant to sections 85, 116 and 117 of the Act.

A reasonable exercise of this power is where:

a.

4.1

the nature and extent of the subdivision is such that it will generate a need for public
open space; and

the need generated by the subdivision will result in a perceptible increase in the
demand on existing public open space within the relevant neighbourhood, locality
and/or the municipal area in general.

When Public Open Space Land or Cash-In-Lieu Contributions Will Not Be

Required

The Council will not require a public open space land or cash-in-lieu contribution

from subdivisions in the following circumstances:

a. where located within the Rural Zone, Agriculture Zone, Environmental
Management Zone, Landscape Conservation Zone, Utilities Zone, Community
Purpose Zone, Recreation Zone or Open Space Zone;

b.  boundary adjustments;
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c. lot consolidations;
d.  subdivision for development of public utilities; or
e.  where the application for subdivision is made by, or on behalf of, the Council.

4.2 Public Open Space Land Contributions
4.2.1 When a Public Open Space Land Contribution Will Be Required

Upon demonstrating that both a need and a perceptible increase in demand

for public open space is generated by the subdivision, a public open space land

contribution will be required where it is considered necessary:

a. to provide reasonable access to public open space for existing or future
inhabitants within a neighbourhood, locality and/or the municipal area
generally; or

b.  tofurther Council’s public open space objectives including, but not limited
to, those identified in a Council endorsed structure plan or strategy.

Notwithstanding, if a subdivision is unable to satisfy the public open space
guidelines outlined in Section 4.2.3, then a cash-in-lieu contribution will be
required in accordance with Section 4.3.

4.2.2 Public Open Space Land Contribution Requirements
Where a public open space land contribution is required, up to 5% of the
subdivision area will need to be set aside for this purpose and transferred to
the Council’s ownership, unless otherwise specified within this Section.

The Council may accept less than 5% of the subdivision area to be set aside as
a public open space land contribution if the remaining equivalent amount is
provided as a cash-in-lieu contribution in accordance with section 4.3.

The Council may require more than 5% of the subdivision area to be dedicated
for public open space. This will only be considered in circumstances where it is
considered necessary to further the Council's public open space objectives
including, but not limited to, those identified in a Council endorsed structure
plan or strategy. In such circumstances, the Council must purchase the excess
area as provided in section 116 of the Act.

Where the subdivision is staged, the public open space land contribution must
be provided and developed within a stage approved by the Council. Generally,
and where practicable, this will be within one of the first stages to be developed.
Where it is necessary for the public open space land contribution to be
provided within a later stage, a bond may be required to secure the obligation
to transfer the land.
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4.2.3 Public Open Space Design Requirements
The Council will not accept land for public open space where it comprises the
following:

a.

land containing above or below ground infrastructure that would
unreasonably limit the use of the land for recreation or landscaping
treatments;

land subject to unmanageable hazards;

land that cannot be sustainably managed due to steep topography,
protected flora and/or fauna or other constraints;

land that poses an unreasonable risk to public health due to
contamination;

land that unreasonably restricts public use due to access constraints;
land with a site area less than 1,000m?, unless co-located with any other
existing or planned public open space area;

pedestrian footways or other kinds of ways dedicated under section 95 of
the Act; or

stormwater retention basins.

The Council will only accept land for public open space where an assessment
against the Public Open Space Design Guidelines outlined in Table 1 has been
undertaken and the Council is satisfied that the land is, on balance, suitably
located and designed for its intended purpose.

Whilst it is not necessary for the public open space to further each principle,
the inability to further an individual or combination of principles may justify the
Council’s refusal to accept land as public open space.

Table 1: Public Open Space Design Guidelines

Theme Principle
Accessibility The land is accessible and convenient for users of all ages
and abilities.

Adjoining Land  |The land is located and designed with an understanding

of the influence of adjoining land use upon the useability
of the proposed public open space.  This includes
consideration of existing or allowable land uses and
associated noise, built form and height, and the ability to
integrate into the surrounding areas through treatments
such as alignment, fencing and landscaping.

Climate Change |The land is located and designed to minimise impacts to

the anticipated service life, long-term useability and
maintenance obligations of the land due to climate
change impacts.
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Theme

Principle

Diversity of Use

The land is capable of:

a. accommodating a range of organised, unstructured
and informal recreational activities based on current
and future community needs, including any likely
requirement for car parking; or

b. improving the diversity of passive and active
recreational uses within the municipality (eg.
neighbourhood parks, destination and/or regional
facilities).

Ecosystem Values

The land protects and enhances ecosystem functions,
including biodiversity values, ecological diversity and
waterway management.

Financial
Sustainability

The land is cost effective to maintain over its effective

lifetime and minimises the costs to the Council

associated with:

a. obtaining and improving the land as open space to
a useable standard; and

b. the ongoing maintenance and management of the
site.

Limitations on Use

Public use of the land is not unreasonably restricted by

features such as:

a. drainage or wetland areas;

b. services, easements or
underground or overground);

C. size, shape and gradient;

d. stormwater detention basins: or

e. vehicular access.

utilities  (whether

Safety

The land is located and designed to promote safe places,
through principles outlined in Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design: Guidelines for Queensland 2021, as
relevant.

Site Amenity

The land creates attractive environments and focal points
that contribute to the amenity of the area.

Structure  Plans
and Strategies

The land furthers the Council's public open space
objectives including, but not limited to, those identified
in a Council endorsed structure plan or strategy.
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Theme Principle

Connectivity The land is well-connected with a range of transport
options, available or planned, for residents to easily
access the site relative to the size and anticipated
catchment for the proposed open space, including:

a. active transport linkages;

b. linear shared trails;

C. major roads;

d. proximity to public transport; and
e. the street network.

Visibility The land is visually prominent to maximise its use and
contribution to the broader community, particularly
where located in or near activity centres.

Walkable The land maximises, where practicable, the number of

Catchment Areas |dwellings and businesses that are within a convenient
five minute walking distance of the public open space
network.

4.2.4 Standard of Public Open Space Land Prior to Transfer
Prior to the transfer of a public open space land contribution to the Council,
certain works will be required to ensure that the public open space land
contribution is suitable for the intended purpose. Such works, where relevant,

will include:

a.  connection of reticulated services;
b.  implementation of any management measures required to mitigate
natural hazards, such as bushfire or landslip, to an acceptable level;

-~ D Qa0

provision of adequate access;
removal of contaminated soil;
removal of rubbish and debiris;
Removal of declared weeds.

Further works may be required depending on the individual circumstance of

the land, such as:

a. provision of fencing;
b.  tree stock surveys.

4.3 Cash-In-Lieu Contributions
4.3.1 When a Cash-In-Lieu Contribution Will Be Required
The Council will require a cash-in-lieu contribution if the likely demand for
public open space is not met by the Plan of Subdivision because:
a.  no public open space land contribution is proposed; or
b.  that noland within the Plan of Subdivision is considered suitable for public
open space in accordance with Section 4.2.
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4.3.2 Amount of Cash-In-Lieu Contribution Required
Where a cash-in-lieu contribution is required, the payment must be paid to
Council in accordance with section 117 of the Act.

The payment will be equivalent to the percentage, as listed in Table 2, of the
value of the whole area comprised in the Plan of Subdivision, excluding the area
of either:

a. thelargest lot; or

b.  lot(s) containing an existing dwelling.

The value of the following areas or lots shown in the Plan of Subdivision,
proportional to the value of the whole area, will be subtracted from the required

payment:
a.  public open space; and/or
b. littoral or riparian reserves.

Where a Plan of Subdivision provides public open space or littoral or riparian
reserves that constitute a percentage equal to or greater than the relevant
percentage listed in Table 2 of that whole area of the Plan of Subdivision, no
cash-in-lieu contribution will be sought.

Table 2: Cash-in-lieu contribution value percentages

Zone Percentage |Qualification

Rural Living Zone D 1% All properties

Rural Living Zone C 2% All properties

Rural Living Zone A and B 3% All properties

Low Density Residential Zone 4% In areas with a minimum lot
size of at least 5,000m?

All other Zones 5% All properties

4.3.3 Value Calculation of Cash-In-Lieu Contribution
Where the subdivision will create four or less additional lots, the Council will
determine the value of the cash-in-lieu contribution at the time of lodgement
of the Final Plan of Survey. The value of the cash-in-lieu contribution will be
based on the most recent recorded valuation adjusted, as necessary, according
to the applicable adjustment factor determined by the Office of the Valuer-
General.

Where the subdivision will create five or more additional lots, a valuation must

be undertaken by a suitably qualified person no more than three months prior
to the date the final plan is lodged with the Council.
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The valuation must, to the satisfaction of the Council, be based on the improved
value of the land and be at no cost to the Council.

Notwithstanding, if the Council believes the valuation provided does not truly
reflect the value of the land, including where it is too complex or unreasonable
to rely on the most recent valuation, the Council reserves the right to require a
new valuation to be undertaken by a suitably qualified person at no cost to the
Council.

4.3.4 Staged Subdivisions
Where a subdivision is staged, a proportion of the total cash-in-lieu
contribution - equivalent to the area of new lots and roads created — must be
paid prior to sealing the final plan of survey for each stage. The proportion of
the cash-in-lieu contribution payable will be expressed through conditions on
the planning permit.

Where requested by the applicant prior to any planning permit being issued,
the Council may defer the payment of the proportioned cash-in-lieu
contribution for any stage of a subdivision to the following stage. For example,
the cash-in-lieu contribution required to be paid for the first stage may be paid
at the time of sealing the final plan of survey for the second stage, and so on.
The total cash-in-lieu contribution must be paid no later than the lodgement
of the final stage of the subdivision.

A new valuation will be required for each stage of the subdivision if the
subsequent stages are not completed within 12 months of the date of the initial
valuation.

4.3.5 Expenditure of Cash-In-Lieu Contributions
The expenditure of cash-in-lieu contributions will be used for the acquisition or
improvement of land for public open space for the benefit of inhabitants of the
municipal area, in accordance with section 117(5) of the Act.

To this effect, the cash-in-lieu contributions:
a.  can be used by the Council to:
i. acquire new land for public open space where consistent with
Section 4.2.3, including an assessment against the Public Open
Space Design Guidelines, and Section 4.2.4; or
ii.  improve existing undeveloped or underdeveloped land already
owned by Council for public open space; and
b.  can be applied towards the provision of public open space anywhere in
the municipal area.
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Cash-in-lieu contributions must not be applied to recurrent expenditure such
as the general maintenance of public open space.

5. Leqgislation and Related Standards

Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993
Local Government (Building and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993

6. Responsibility

Responsibility for the operation of this Policy rests with the Director Development and
Regulatory Services.

Report

Following early internal feedback upon adoption of the reviewed Policy No. 11: Public Open
Space, there is an opportunity to better clarify the operation of the Policy, notably how the
required cash-in-lieu contribution amount is calculated, through minor amendments to
Section 4.3 Cash-In-Lieu Contributions.

A track changes version is attached at Attachment 1 for information.

Amendments to this Policy were discussed with Councillors at the Workshop held on
26 August 2025.

Attachments

1. Policy No. 11: Public Open Space — Tracked Changes [14.1.2 - 9 pages]

Strategy

Supports the objectives of Council’s strategic future direction
3. Creating a well-designed, sustainable built environment
4, Investing in infrastructure that strengthens connection

See Meander Valley Community Strategic Plan 2024-34.  Click here or visit
https.//www.meander.tas.gov.au/plans-reports to visit.

Policy
Not applicable

Legislation

Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993
Local Government (Building and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993

Consultation
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15. Corporate Services
15.1. Audit Panel Minutes - 23 September 2025
File Reference S13-12-013

Report Author Anthea Rooney
Governance Officer

Authorised By Craig Davies
Director Corporate Services

Decision Sought Receipt of the Minutes of the Audit Panel Meeting held on
23 September 2025.

Vote Simple majority

Recommendation

That Council receives the Minutes of the Audit Panel Meeting held on 23 September 2025
as provided in Attachment 1.

Report

The purpose of this report is for Council to receive the Minutes of the Council’s Audit Panel
Meeting held on 23 September 2025.

The Minutes of the Meeting have been reviewed and confirmed by the Audit Panel Chair
Andrew Gray. The Minutes are provided for Council’s information (Attachment 1) as
required under the Council's Audit Panel Charter.

Attachments

1. Audit Panel Minutes — 23 September 2025 [15.1.1 - 12 pages]

Strategy
Supports the objectives of Council’s strategic future direction
5. innovative leadership and community governance.

See Meander Valley Community Strategic Plan 2024-34.  Click here or visit
https://www.meander.tas.gov.au/plans-reports to view.

Policy

This recommendation fulfils the requirements outlined in the Council’s Audit Panel Charter
confirmed at the July 2022 Council Meeting.
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Legislation
Local Government Act 1993: sections 85, 85A and 85B

Consultation

Not applicable

Budget and Finance

Not applicable

Risk Management

Not applicable

Alternate Motion

Not applicable
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15.2. Financial Statements 2024-25 and Independent Auditor’s Report
File Reference $12-04-004

Report Author Justin Marshall
Team Leader Finance

Authorised By Craig Davies
Director Corporate Services

Decision Sought Receipt of the certified Financial Statements 2024-25 and
associated Delegate of the Auditor-General’s independent audit
report.

Vote Simple majority

Recommendation

That Council receives the certified Financial Statements 2024-25 and associated Delegate
of the Auditor-General’s independent audit report as provided in Attachments 1and 2.

Report

The Council's Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2025 were prepared and
submitted to the Tasmanian Audit Office on 14 August 2025. A copy of the Tasmanian
Audit Office’s report and opinion is attached (Attachment 1) along with the following
statements (Attachment 2):

. Statement of Comprehensive Income;

Statement of Financial Position;

Statement of Changes in Equity; and

Statement of Cash Flows.

These are the major statements from the Financial Statements that will appear in the
Council's Annual Report for presentation at the Annual General Meeting in December
2025.

The Tasmanian Audit Office has found that the Council’s financial report presents fairly in
accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and Australian Accounting Standards.

The operating activities for the 2025 financial year resulted in a net profit of $5,649,237,
however, after removing capital, non-recurrent items and the prepaid Financial Assistance
Grant for 2026, there was an underlying surplus of $484,128.

A full overview of the Council’s financial performance will be provided in the 2024-25
Annual Report.
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Attachments

1. Independent Auditor's Report (Opinion) — 30 June 2025 [15.2.1 - 4 pages]
2. Summary of Financial Statements 2024-25 [15.2.2 - 4 pages]

Strategy

Supports the objectives of Council’s strategic future direction

5. Delivering responsible leadership and governance.

See Meander Valley Community Strategic Plan 2024-34.  Click here or visit
https.//www.meander.tas.gov.au/plans-reports to visit.

Policy
Not applicable

Legislation

Local Government Act 1993 section 84

Consultation

The Council’'s Annual General Meeting provides the opportunity for community comment
on the Annual Report and Financial Statements.

Budget and Finance

Not applicable

Risk Management

Not applicable

Alternate Motion

Not applicable
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15.3. Financial Report to 30 September 2025
File Reference S12-04-014

Report Author Justin Marshall
Team Leader Finance

Authorised By Craig Davies
Director Corporate Services

Decision Sought Receipt of the financial report for the period ended
30 September 2025.

Vote Simple majority

Recommendation

That Council receives the financial report for the period ended 30 September 2025, as
provided in Attachment 1.

Report

The financial report for the period 1 July 2025 to 30 September 2025 is provided as
Attachment 1.

Revenue and expenditure overall are currently in line with management expectations. Full
rates revenue for the financial year has been recognised, with only additional rates
received on supplementary valuations between now and the financial year end to be
added.

Interest revenue is above budget to date, but is expected to be within budget by financial
year end. Grant revenue received to date includes $1,340,000 for the Deloraine Recreation
Ground Precinct project. Approximately 50% of the 2025-26 Financial Assistance Grant
was prepaid in June 2025, being $2,860,671 in total.

Operating Expenditure overall is within budget to September. Several significant one-off
expenditure items are not yet substantially commenced for the year.

Attachments

1. Financial Report — 30 September 2025 [15.3.1 - 16 pages]
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Strategy
Supports the objectives of Council’s strategic future direction

5. Delivering responsible leadership and governance.

See Meander Valley Community Strategic Plan 2024-34.  Click here or Vvisit
https://www.meander.tas.gov.au/plans-reports 1o visit.

Policy
Not applicable

Legislation

Not applicable

Consultation

Not applicable

Budget and Finance

The financial report assesses the Council’'s performance against the Budget Estimates
adopted for the 2025-26 financial year.

Risk Management

Not applicable

Alternate Motion

Not applicable
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16. Governance and Community Wellbeing
16.1. Annual Plan 2025-26 - Quarter 1 Performance

File Reference $13-12-002

Report Author Anthony Kempnich
Manager Governance and Legal

Authorised By Jonathan Harmey
General Manager

Decision Sought Receipt of the report of performance against the Annual Plan
2025-26 for the period July to September 2025.

Vote Simple majority

Recommendation

That Council receives and notes the report of performance against the Annual Plan
2025-26 for the period from July to September 2025 (Quarter 1) as shown below:
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Managing Our Asset Portfolio
] ANNUAL PROJECTS I

Strategic Plan Annual Activity Department Current
Reference Activity Description Measurement Lead Quarter QLfarter Comments
Delivered
Status
24,53 Rezoning, servicing and divestment of Properties sold WORKS No target 34
select Council's properties in accordance this Quarter
with Council’s decision 268/2022.
24,53,58 Complete construction of new Works Depot Percentage WORKS Progressing 1,2 Construction is 95%
at Valley Central Industrial Precinct, complete complete. Occupancy
Westbury. permit to be issued and the
identified incomplete
contract works will be
completed in quarter 2.
24,53,58 Commence plant and employee operations  Depot operational WORKS No target 2,34
at the new Works Depot. this Quarter
24,53,58 Decommission current Westbury and Percentage WORKS No target 4
Deloraine Depots and commence complete this Quarter
preparation of the sites for redevelopment.
12,25,3.1, Support the development of the Hadspen Engagement with INFRA/ Progressing 12,34  Construction certificates
3.2,34,37, Urban Growth area. stakeholders D&RS issued for Stages 7, 8 and 9
42,58 of the Hadspen Hills

Development.

Meander Valley Council - Ordinary Meeting Agenda: 14 October 2025 Page 229



Investing in Community Facilities and Infrastructure

ANNUAL PROJECTS I

Strategic Plan Annual Activity Department Current
Reference Activity Description Measurement Lead Quarter anrter Comments
Delivered
Status
3.5, 36, 4.2, Plan and deliver projects in line with the Percentage WORKS/ Progressing 12,34 This activity is 10%
45,4.6,4.7 approved Capital Works Programs. complete INFRA complete. Design,
procurement and
construction work is
progressing.
34,36 Complete construction of Stage 1 work Project elements INFRA Progressing 12,3 This activity is 75%
packages at the Deloraine Racecourse completed complete. Work is
Precinct project. progressing for the
playground, entrance road
and heritage landscaping
elements of the project.
3.4,3.5, 3.6, Complete the Deloraine Pool Masterplan to Masterplan INFRA Progressing 1,2 A draft plan was presented
42,47 determine future levels of investment completed at the Workshop held in
proposed for the site. August 2025.
3.5,3.6, 4.1 Design the Deloraine Function Centre at Percentage INFRA No target 34
Deloraine Racecourse Precinct. completed this Quarter
5.6 Engage with contractors and suppliers on Delivery of INFRA Achieved 1 A contractor engagement
tendering for the Council's work. Workshop workshop was held on the
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Making a Positive Contribution to Community Wellbeing

] ANNUAL PROJECTS |

Strategic Plan Annual Activity Department Current Quarter
Reference Activity Description Measurement Lead Quarter . Comments
Delivered
Status
1.3 Conduct quarterly community forums, in Forums G&CW Achieved 12,34  Community Forum held in
various Meander Valley townships, to completed Westbury on 23 September
provide engagement opportunities for 2025.

community members with elected members
and the Council’s Officers.

Supporting Economic Growth, Prosperity and the Environment

ANNUAL PROJECTS ]

Strategic Plan Annual Activity  Department Current Quarter
Reference Activity Description Measurement Lead Quarter . Comments
Delivered
Status
2.4 Develop and adopt a Council Climate Strategy adopted G&CW No target 2,3
Change Strategy, in consultation with the this Quarter

Northern Tasmanian Alliance of Resilient
Councils (NTARCQ).
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Managing Planning, Development and Regulation

ANNUAL PROJECTS I

Strategic Plan

Reference

1.2,3.2,3.3,
5.1,5.5

2.5,26, 3.2,
3.3,34, 37,
4.6,5.1, 5.4,
5.7

3.2,3.3, 4.6,
5.1,54,57

2.5,2.6,3.2,
3.3,3.4,3.7,
4.6,5.1,5.4,
5.7

2.5,2.6,3.2,
3.3,3.4,3.7,
5.1,5.4,5.7

3.7,5.1,55

Activity Description

Actively participate in regional planning
initiatives including the review of the
Northern Tasmanian Regional Land Use
Strategy.

Finalise development of a Structure Plan for
Carrick.

Development of Carrick Character Precinct —
Specific Area Plan. Scheme amendment
application submitted to Tasmanian Planning
Commission.

Finalise the review of the Prospect Vale —
Blackstone Heights Structure Plan.

Development of Westbury Village Green
Character Precinct — Specific Area Plan.
Scheme amendment application submitted to
Tasmanian Planning Commission.

Review of Meander Valley Council Local
Provisions Schedule — Statutory requirement
under section 350 Land Use Planning and
Approvals Act 1993.

Meander Valley Council - Ordinary Meeting Agenda: 14 October 2025

Annual Activity
Measurement

Contribution to
review

Structure Plan
adopted

Application
submitted

Structure Plan
adopted

Application
submitted

Review
completed

Department

Lead

D&RS

D&RS

D&RS

D&RS

D&RS

D&RS

Current
Quarter
Status
Progressing

Progressing

No target
this Quarter

Progressing

No target
this Quarter

Deferred

Quarter
Delivered

12,34

12

34

12

34

1,2

Comments

Multiple phases of the
NTRLUS Review, including
drafting of Regional
Strategic Directions,
currently underway.
Targeted consultation
completed. Feedback
collated and progressing to
drafting.

Targeted consultation
completed. Feedback
collated and progressing to
drafting.

Preliminary consultation
currently underway.
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Provide Contemporary Waste Collection, Disposal and Recycling Services and Infrastructure
ANNUAL PROJECTS

Strategic Plan
Reference Activity Description

24,26 Decommission and commence rehabilitation
Works for the Cluan landfill site.

2.2 Investigate the expansion of kerbside bin
collection services where services are
currently not offered.

2.2 Conduct surveys and investigate the
expansion of kerbside FOGO collection where
services are currently not offered.

22,24 Complete construction of the waste transfer
station at the Deloraine waste facility.
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Annual Activity

Measurement

Rehabilitation
commenced

Investigations
completed

Investigations
completed

Percentage
completed

Department
Lead

INFRA

INFRA

INFRA

INFRA

Current
Quarter
Status
Progressing

Progressing

No target
this Quarter

No target
this Quarter

Quarter
Delivered

12

12

34

2,34

Comments

Interim capping of the
landfill has been completed.
The decommissioning and
rehabilitation report has
been finalised for
submission to the
Environmental Protection
Authority Tasmania.
Preliminary investigations
are progressing to
understand opportunities
for service expansion.
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Provide a Robust, Reliable, Secure and Available ICT Environment

I ANNUAL PROJECTS |

Strategic Plan Activity Description Annual Activity =~ Department Current
Reference Measurement Lead Quarter QL{arter Comments
Delivered
Status

5.3 Finalise implementation of SharePoint and Products CS Progressing 1,2 SharePoint build has been

Records Management Systems. implemented completed and Team’s sites
are being configured for
launch in November.

5.3 Identify and negotiate contract for preferred Contract Signed CS Progressing 1 Discussions continue with
vendor(s) for implementation of ERP software vendors to ensure specific
upgrades. functional requirements are

catered for.

5.3 Identify staged implementation plan for ERP Implementation CS No target 2,34
project and complete annual stages. plan established this Quarter

5.3 Deliver staff training to support staff in the Training CS Progressing 12,34  Engaged third party trainer
use of new technologies. delivered for Microsoft 365 training

suite prior to introduction of
Teams and SharePoint.
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Deliver Good Governance and Resilience Through Sound Corporate and Financial Management

I ANNUAL PROJECTS |

Strategic Plan Annual Activity =~ Department Current
Reference Activity Description Measurement Lead Quarter QL{arter Comments
Delivered
Status
5.1 Develop plan for upgrades to the Council Develop plan G&CW Achieved 1,2 Plan was workshopped with
Chambers. provided to Councillors in August and
Council September.
54 Councillors attend Council Meetings and Meeting G&CW Achieved 12,34  Attendance was recorded at
Workshops in order to contribute to Policy attendance 96% for the quarter.
and Strategy development and adoption.
54 Consider and apply changes from State Policies and G&CW Achieved 12,34  Changes from the Local
Government legislation including Local procedures Government (Meeting
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations updated Procedures) Regulation 2025
2025, Local Government (General) Regulations applied to Council Meeting
2015 and the Electoral Act 2004. Agenda template.
5.3 Review and updated Financial Management Strategy CS No target 4
Strategy for approval by Council. approved this Quarter

Managing Our Supply Chain to Procure Goods and Services

ANNUAL PROJECTS I

Strategic Plan Annual Activity =~ Department Current Quarter
Reference Activity Description Measurement Lead Quarter . Comments
Delivered
Status
5.2 Explore further opportunities for shared Shared services G&CW Achieved 12,34  Facilitated workshop
services and/or resource sharing investigated conducted with Northern
opportunities with other Tasmanian Councils. Council General Managers

and Chief Executive Officers.
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Informing and Engaging Our Community

ANNUAL PROJECTS I

Strategic Plan Annual Activity =~ Department Current
Reference Activity Description Measurement Lead Quarter QL{arter Comments
Delivered
Status

5.7 Complete signage upgrades and layout Building changes G&CW No target 2,34
improvements to changeover the Great applied this Quarter
Western Tiers Visitor Centre to the Meander
Valley Visitor Centre.

5.7 Implement changes to Meander Valley place  Communication G&CW Achieved 12,34  Signs in development for
brand imagery and colour scheme in opportunities Short Walks, Deloraine
communication mechanisms such as road used Racecourse and Westbury
and recreation signage. Recreation Ground using

place brand. The Council
logo options progressed to
inform signage changes.

5.7, 5.1 Redevelop the Great Western Tiers Visitor New website G&CW No target 2,34
Centre website to be refocused on Meander upgrades this Quarter
Valley community and tourism. Redevelop commenced

the Meander Valley Council website to a
contemporary and customer friendly offering.
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Demonstrating a Commitment to Our People

I ANNUAL PROJECTS |

Strategic Plan Annual Activity =~ Department Current
Reference Activity Description Measurement Lead Quarter QL{arter Comments
Delivered
Status
5.3 Undertake priority actions identified by Number CS Progressing 12,34  Culture development plans
employees in the Cultural Development progressed are being refreshed
Action Plan. following recent survey
results.
54 Complete review and update human Policies reviewed Deferred 1,2 Update of policies to be
resource management policies and deliver and training s outsourced.
employee training to align with completed
contemporary practices and industrial law.
5.3 Undertake employee culture survey and Survey CS No target 2,4
revise cultural action plan. completed this Quarter
5.3, Full implementation and information sharing Completed CS Progressing 12 Vote on new agreement is
for staff on new Enterprise Agreement. expected by early October.
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Ensuring a Safe and Healthy Workplace

I ANNUAL PROJECTS |

Strategic Plan Annual Activity =~ Department Current
Reference Activity Description Measurement Lead Quarter QL{arter Comments
Delivered
Status

5.5 Implement an organisation wide engagement WHS sharing CS Achieved 12,34  Ongoing work with October
on WHS including sharing incident stories opportunities Safe Work month a priority.
and promoting the reporting of hazards, delivered
incidents and near misses.

14,16 Embed the Child and Youth Safe Changes applied G&CW No target 2,3 Policy review approved by
Organisations Framework, as required by the in operations this Quarter Council.

Tasmanian Government's Child and Youth
Safe Organisations Act 2023.

2.4 Progressive implementation of WHS software, Software CsS/ Progressing 12,34  Tablets ordered for Works
equipment purchases, digitisation of opportunities WORKS employees. Review and
employee templates and undertake training implemented maturing of documentation
for employees. and systems underway.
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Report

The Council's 2025-26 Annual Plan contains 41 operational activities which are executed across
each of the Council's business areas, in line with the organisation’s strategic objectives.

Working to the targets set by the Annual Plan ensures that the Council continually progresses,
improves and achieves its stated strategic objectives.

Each activity listed in the Annual Plan is carefully planned out over the course of the financial
year, forming the basis of a transparent and accountable performance assessment and
reporting mechanism.

Achieved

8 activities were achieved.
Activities achieved are those with an inherent and identifiable quarterly goal, which have been
attained to the high quality standards that are expected.

Progressing

16 activities are progressing.

Activities that are progressing are those with substantial work underway, where it can be
demonstrated that the Council is on track to achieve its projected Annual Plan target within the
financial year. Details of the Council’s specific progress against each individual activity is noted.

Deferred

2 activities are deferred.

Deferred activities are those that cannot be commenced in the current quarter due to an
intervening delay that cannot be resolved by the Council (this mostly refers to external factors
beyond the Council’s span of control).

No Target This Quarter

15 activities are not being considered for this quarter.
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20%

37%

5% 39%

[ Achieved [ Progressing M Deferred [ No target this quarter

Figure 1: July — September 2025 Performance
Attachments
Nil
Strategy

Supports the objectives of Council’s strategic future direction
Cultivating a diverse, unified and empowered community
Valuing and protecting our natural environment

Creating a well-designed, sustainable built environment
Investing in infrastructure that strengthens connection
Delivering responsible leadership and governance

s W=

See Meander Valley Community Strategic Plan 2014-24.

https://www.meander.tas.gov.au/plans-reports to view.

Policy
Not applicable

Legislation

Not applicable
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Consultation

Not applicable

Budget and Finance

Not applicable

Risk Management

Not applicable

Alternate Motion

Not applicable
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16.2. New Council Brand (Local Government Act 1993 — section 336 Arms)
File Reference S04-06-001

Report Author Anthony Kempnich
Manager Governance and Legal

Authorised By Jonathan Harmey
General Manager

Decision Sought  Adoption of a new Council Brand.

Vote Simple majority

Recommendation

That Council, pursuant to Local Government Act 1993 section 336, adopts the new Council
Brand as shown Al and outlined in further detail in Attachment 1.

yIv,
Meander

Valley
Council

Report

Summary

A new Council Brand has been developed to replace the current Council Brand and align with
the Meander Valley Place Brand that was developed and adopted in 2024.

Current Council Brand

In 2004, the Working Together brand for the Meander Valley Council was developed and
adopted (Council Brand). This brand is for exclusive use by the Council in its authoritative
role as the administrative body for the Meander Valley local government area.

Place Brand

In 2024, a separate brand for the region of the Meander Valley was developed and adopted
(Place Brand). This Place Brand is a brand for the Meander Valley community to use and
develop a sense of identity, belonging and togetherness in the region (noting, the Council
still drives the adoption and use of the Place Brand throughout the community). It was
developed following considerable Councillor and community engagement and feedback
across 2023 and 2024.

Meander Valley Council - Ordinary Meeting Agenda: 14 October 2025 Page 242



New Council Brand

A new Council Brand has been developed to replace the current Council Brand. This new

Council Brand:

o aligns aesthetically with the Place Brand and builds on the same community feedback
and values gathered during the Place Brand development in 2023 and 2024; and

o retains a distinct identity from the Place Brand, suitable for exclusive use by the Council
in its administrative role.

The new Council Brand is shown in Table 1 below alongside the current Council Brand and
Place Brand. Further detail of the new Council Brand (including typefaces, colour palette and
examples of its use) is included in Attachment 1.
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Council Brand Place Brand

Current New
Created ~ 2004 (plus minor updates since) 2025 2024
Users Council Community
Use Used exclusively by the Council as the administrative body for the Used by the Meander Valley community
Meander Valley local government area. to develop a sense of identity, belonging

and togetherness in the region.

Logo

{8~ ' V.
Meander Valley C il ’ ‘ ‘
eanader va ey oundl MEANDER
Working Together Meander
979 Valley VALLEY

Council

S

Figure 1 (from left to right): Current Council Brand, new Council Brand and Place Brand
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Attachments

1. New Council Brand — Detail and Examples [16.2.1 - 11 pages]

Strategy
Supports the objectives of Council’s strategic future direction

5. Delivering responsible leadership and governance

See Meander Valley Community Strategic Plan 2024-34.  Click here or visit
https://www.meander.tas.gov.au/plans-reports 1o visit.

Policy

Not applicable

Legislation

Local Government Act 1993: section 336

Consultation

The Council's Officers have worked with a brand agency to develop the new Council
Brand. Multiple options for a new brand were discussed with Councillors at the
Workshop held on 23 September 2025.

Budget and Finance

Not applicable

Risk Management

Not applicable

Alternate Motion

Council can refer this Agenda Item to Workshop for further discussion.
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16.3. Round 2 — Community Grants and Sponsorship Fund 2025-26
File Reference $15-01-037

Report Author Nate Austen
Manager Community Wellbeing

Authorised By Jonathan Harmey
General Manager

Decision Sought  Approval of recommended grant and sponsorship funding
allocations for Quarter 2 2025-26 (October-December).

Vote Simple majority

Recommendation
That Council:

1. notes the recommendations of the Community Grants and Sponsorship Fund
Committee from their Meeting held on Tuesday, 30 September 2025.

2. approves the community grant requests to a total value of $28,235:

Applicant/Project Project | Grant Amount

Cost Request Recommended
Acacia Healing — Westbury Health Inc. $5,000 $5,000 $5,000
Hands of Care — Aged Care hand
massage pilot
Australian Italian Club $5,996 $5,000 $2,500
New coffee machine
Carrick Community Committee $4,000 $3,000 $3,000
Community Talent Night and Oven
Combined Churches of Westbury $2,800 $2,600 $1,700
Carols on the Village Green
Deloraine and District Pony Club $19,870 $5,000 $3,740
New Jump Equipment and Annual
Camp
Deloraine House $6,100 $5,000 $2,500
Kreating with Kai-Cee
Deloraine Primary School Association $2,295 $2,295 $2,295
Communtty Fair Entertainment
Listening Project $35,000 $5,000 Not
The Listening Table Deloraine Supported
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Applicant/Project Project | Grant Amount
Cost Request | Recommended
Mole Creek Memorial Hall Committee $11,910 $5,000 $2,500
Safe Seating
Tasmanian Garlic and Tomato Festival $56,938 $5,000 Not
Inc. Supported
Tasmanian Heirloom Festival 2026
Tasmanian Women in Agriculture $31,000 $5,000 $5,000
Ladies Day at Wesley Dale
Total $180,909 $47,895 $28,235
3. notes the approval of and allocation of individual sponsorships to the value of
$5,700:
Applicant/Event Request Amount Comments
Approved
Barwick, R. $300 $300 PAID

2025 DoorDash Touch Football
National Youth Championships, NSW

Bennett, C. $300 $300 PAID
Pony Club Australia National
Championships, VIC

Bennett, H. $300 $300 PAID
Equestrian Australia 2025 Interschool
National Championships, NSW

French, L. $300 $300 PAID
Australian Cross Country
Championships, VIC

Garwood, T. $300 $300 PAID
National MXGP-FIM Motorcross World
Championships, NT

How, P. $300 $300 PAID
Pony Club Australia National
Championships, VIC

Jameson, R. $300 $300 PAID
Indoor Bias Bowls National
Championships, VIC

Jordan-Gossage, E. $300 $300 PAID
U16 Women's National Basketball
Championships, VIC
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Applicant/Event Request Amount Comments

Approved
Mitchell, Z. $300 $300 PAID
U12 National Hockey Championships,
VIC
Morrison, H. $300 $300 PAID

DoorDash Touch Football National
Youth Championships, NSW

Morrison, J. $300 $300 PAID
DoorDash Touch Football National
Youth Championships, NSW

Myers, A. $300 $300 PAID
DoorDash Touch Football National
Youth Championships, NSW

Neate, C. $300 $300 PAID
U16 Women's National Basketball
Championships, VIC

Penney, R. $300 $300 PAID
National MXGP-FIM Motorcross World
Championships, NT

Robinson, M. $300 $300 PAID
Indoor Bias Bowls National
Championships, VIC

Saltmarsh, R. $300 $300 PAID
Indoor Bias Bowls National
Championships, VIC

Schaap, M. $300 $300 PAID
United Nations Youth Conference, SA
Scott, J. $300 $300 PAID

Indoor Bias Bowls National
Championships, VIC

Scott, S. $300 $300 PAID
Indoor Bias Bowls National
Championships, VIC

Total $5,700 $5,700

Report

The Community Grants and Sponsorship Fund Committee (the Committee) met on
Tuesday, 30 September 2025 to assess the second round of applications seeking support
from the Grants and Sponsorship Fund this financial year. Applications were reviewed
and assessed against the relevant guidelines.
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Councillor Anne-Marie Loader, Justin Marshall (Team Leader Finance), Karl Boss-Walker
(Team Leader Facilities), Nate Austen (Manager Community Wellbeing) and Ami Alexis
(Community Engagement Officer) attended the meeting in person at the Council
Chambers. Councillor Kevin House attended the Meeting remotely.

Funds Available for Allocation in Round 2

From the annual budget of $150,000 for the 2025-26 program, $42,318 was allocated to
applicants in Round 1 leaving $107,682 remaining for allocation across Rounds 3 and 4.

Summary of Round 2 Assessments
Community Grants

The Council received 11 applications, which in total, requested an amount of $47,895.
The Committee recommends funding nine of those applications to a total amount of
$28,235.

Considerations in assessment and Committee recommendations:

. There was a high amount of overall funding requested in this Round. If all
applications were successful and fully funded only $54,087 would remain for
allocation across the remaining two rounds. This overall budget consideration
factored in determining final recommendations of amounts to individual projects.

. The hand massage pilot program application from Acacia Healing and Westbury
Health Inc. was strong and well prepared. It provided a clear indication of how the
project would be delivered, the need for preventative health services and outlined
the additional anticipated benefits for aged care clients of providing social
connection and reducing social isolation. The project is presented as a step in an
innovative social enterprise model that has potential to support service
development in Meander Valley. On the strength of this, the Committee
recommended granting the full request for the project.

. A request for funding the majority cost of a new coffee machine for the Australian
Italian Club (AIC) was discussed at length. An amount of social benefit and need
was demonstrated, however, no additional fundraising efforts, or member/patron
support for this core asset had been sought or indicated. The previous machine
had been obtained through donation. Whilst the request meets guideline criteria,
assessment of the benefit in this highly subscribed round led the Committee to
recommend offering a grant amount at half the request and encouraging the AIC
to seek additional funding support.

. Effort was clearly made by Carrick Community Committee’s project application to
create a community event as part of the process to purchase and install a new oven
for the Hall kitchen. It was seen as a creative way to engage the local community
while managing the needs of the facility with the potential to attract additional
support for the Committee. Full funding was recommended.
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A couple of factors arose from the application for Carols on the Green from
Westbury’'s Combined Churches. This event was funded through the grant program
last year and so does not represent a new project or event as outlined as a
requirement in the grant guidelines. Also, some of the costs indicated were either
unclear or considered not eligible. However, given the significance of the event
and the group’s effort in re-establishing it, part funding was recommended to
ensure some of the event essentials such as entertainment and first aid services
could be secured. Additionally, a suggestion was made that the event be included
when next considering Council’s annual event funding outside of the grant and
sponsorship budget.
The request for a contribution toward new show jump equipment from the
Deloraine Pony Club has demonstrable ongoing benefit to the club and community
with the new equipment having capacity to attract additional events as well as the
potential for the new assets to be utilised by other clubs and activities within the
region. The application was strong, indicating a healthy amount of additional
external funding. However, it was considered that the costs associated with
delivering an annual pony club camp do not meet the current guidelines as they
are part of an annual program of costs that a club budget should consider and the
application did not demonstrate strategies to fund this ongoing activity by any
other means than through the Council's grant processes. The Committee
recommended funding the amount that is remaining to complete the new
equipment purchases (that is not covered by the external funding already secured)
and not funding the costs associated with the annual camp.
Art based engagement programs do offer considerable benefit to individual
attendees and often secondary benefit to facilitators, organisations and the
community. While the Kreating with Kai-Cee creative project has the potential to
deliver these ongoing benefits, the detail around the delivery model and the
support role of the Deloraine House auspice remained a little unclear. The use of
engagement specialists within the program application was also not clarified,
elaborated nor substantiated. Given the potential benefit and potential for a high
level of support via Deloraine House, the Committee recommended funding the art
supplies and materials so that the program can:
a. continue to be developed in parallel with securing the relationships and
funding specifics with specialists in this field, and
b. identify and engage with targeted potential participants.

With that detail provided, some experience demonstrated in the use of the art
supplies and materials and a clear indication of the model of business governance
and support, obtaining funding for dedicated program delivery will be more likely.
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e  The Deloraine Primary School Association demonstrated clear services, the costs of
those services and also obtained the commitment of providers to contribute their
engagement activities as part of their Community Fun Fair. Given this, the expected
broad community benefit and with the funding request already being below half of
the maximum grant amount, the Committee recommended funding the application
in full. Consideration will be needed of how the Council will manage the funding
of, or contribution toward ongoing school fairs like this one into the future.

. The Listening Table project presents an innovative way to tackle social isolation,
develop community connectedness and build capacity in the community. Indeed,
a letter of support for the project has been provided from Meander Valley Council
to other grantors in the process of them seeking other sources of funding.
However, while this project has demonstratable benefit, the application remained
unclear on the specifics of anticipated costs and has yet to secure any of the
additional $30,000 required. As a result, the Committee recommend not funding
this project at this time and encouraging submission with a clearer picture around
the anticipated costs and assurances that other funding sources required for
successful implementation in Meander Valley have been obtained.

. The Mole Creek Hall Committee request for funding to purchase seating for the
hall was supported with the recommendation that funding is provided for half of
the 200 requested chairs. Other funding avenues can be explored with the
committee if additional seating is shown to be needed by the hall after the 100
chairs have been available to them.

e  The Tasmanian Garlic and Tomato Festival Inc. have rebranded and relocated their
festival. The second iteration of the Tasmanian Heirloom Festival will continue to
expand the event and will occur in March at Quamby Estate. It is anticipating
attendance to be up to 4,000 patrons. Given the original Garlic and Tomato Festival
has received considerable support via the grant program in the past, the current
guideline requirements for applications to propose new events and the high level
of funding requests within this round, the Committee considered that the grant
program is now not the right one through which to provide support. The
recommendation was that it is not funded as a grant or sponsorship but is
considered for event activation funding within the Community Wellbeing program.

e  Thefinal grant application was submitted by Tasmanian Women in Agriculture. The
request was for funding to provide regional transport options for participants to
attend a ladies day at Wesley Dale within the Meander Valley. The application
demonstrated clear benefit to the area and obvious need for the target group. The
costs were outlined clearly for north, north-west and southern bus transport to the
event. The Committee recommend funding this event in full.

Individual Sponsorship

During the period up to the close of Round 2, 19 applications were received, assessed
and $5,700 granted to support the State representation endeavors of 19 Meander Valley
residents in a wide range of activities and across a wide range of ages.
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All Other Funding Categories

No other applications were received for any other funding category.

Attachments

Nil

Strategy

Supports the objectives of Council’s strategic future direction

1. Cultivating a diverse, unified and empowered community
2. Valuing and protecting our natural environment

5. Delivering responsible leadership and governance

See Meander Valley Community Strategic Plan 2024-34.  Click here or visit
https.//www.meander.tas.gov.au/plans-reports to visit.

Policy

Policy No. 82: Community Grant and Sponsorship Fund

Legislation

Local Government Act 1993: section 77

Consultation

The Community Grant and Sponsorship program is communicated through community
networks and social media. Guidelines and applications are available from the Council’s
website and on request. Assistance is provided to applicants on request.

Budget and Finance

Total grants and sponsorships recommended for approval in Round 2 2025-26 equates
to $33,935. The remaining budget for allocation across the next two rounds, Rounds 3
and 4 will be $73,747.

Risk Management

Not applicable

Alternate Motion

Council can adopt the Recommendation with amendments.
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16.4. Attendance at National Local Roads, Transport and Infrastructure Congress

File Reference S21-01-027

Report Author Craig Davies
Director Corporate Services

Authorised By Jonathan Harmey
General Manager

Decision Sought  Approval of an application from Councillor Rodney Synfield to
attend the National Local Roads, Transport and Infrastructure
Congress in Bendigo in November 2025.

Vote Simple majority

Recommendation

That Council approves the application from Councillor Rodney Synfield, under Policy No.
24: Councillor Expense Entitlements, Attendances at Conferences and Training, to attend
the National Local Roads, Transport and Infrastructure Congress in Bendigo, in November
2025 with a budget to cover the total cost of travel, conference registration and
conference accommodation.

Report

Meander Valley Council’'s Policy No. 24: Councillor Expense Entitlements, Attendance at
Conferences and Training, advises that the Council recognises the obligation for
Councillors to be properly informed on matters relating to governance and council
decisions.  There is value in Councillors attending professional development
opportunities, both for the individual and the Council more broadly. Where the total
cost (registration, travel and expenses) of conference, seminar and training sessions are
likely to exceed $2,500, the General Manager will refer the application to Council for
consideration and approval. In this case, the cost of conference registration will be $1,100
and when including accommodation and travel, attendance may marginally exceed the
$2,500 threshold. This is to be determined.

Councillor Rodney Synfield has lodged a Training Request Form with the General
Manager to attend the National Local Roads, Transport and Infrastructure Congress in
Bendigo, in November 2025.

Attachments
Nil
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Strategy
Supports the objectives of Council’s strategic future direction

5. Delivering responsible leadership and governance.

See Meander Valley Community Strategic Plan 2024-34.  Click here or visit
https://www.meander.tas.gov.au/plans-reports 1o visit.
Policy

Policy No. 24: Councillor Expense Entitlements, Attendance at Conferences and Training

Legislation

Local Government Act 1993

Consultation

Not applicable

Budget and Finance

The cost of conference registration will be $1,700. When including accommodation and
travel, attendance may marginally exceed the $2,500 threshold.

Risk Management

Not applicable

Alternate Motion

Council can elect not to support Councillor Synfield's attendance or approve additional
Councillors to attend the conference.
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17.

Motion to Close Meeting

Refer to Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulations 16 and 17

Recommendation

That Council, by absolute majority, pursuant to the Local Government (Meeting
Procedures) Regulations 2025, closes the Meeting to the public for discussion of the
Agenda Items listed below:

17.1

17.2

17.3

17.4

17.5

17.6

17.7

Confirmation of Closed Minutes

Refer to Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulation 40(6)

Requests for Leave of Absence

Refer to Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulation 17(2)()
requests by Councillors for leave of absence

Notification of Leave of Absence for Parental Leave

Refer to Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulation 17(2)())
notifications by Councillors of leave of absence for parental leave

General Manager Quarterly Performance Report

Refer to Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulation
17(2)(a) regarding personnel matters, including complaints against an employee of
the council and industrial relations matters.

General Manager Performance Review

Refer to Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulation
17(2)(a) regarding personnel matters, including complaints against an employee of
the council and industrial relations matters.

General Manager Performance Plan

Refer to Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulation
17(2)(a) regarding personnel matters, including complaints against an employee of
the council and industrial relations matters.

End of Closed Session and Release of Public Information

Refer to Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025: Regulation 17(8)

To be determined in Closed Council.
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18. Close of Meeting
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