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Tuesday, 9 December 2025 
Time 4.30pm 

Location Council Chambers 

 26 Lyall Street 
Westbury, Tasmania 

Telephone 6393 5300 
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The Way We Work Together 
Our Agreed Behaviours 

1. We work as a team, value each other’s contribution and are accountable for our 
work. 

2. We support each other’s roles to deliver the best outcomes for our customers and 
community. 

3. We are supported, trusted and empowered to do our work. 
4. We value open and transparent communication to keep each other well informed. 
5. We operate in an environment where people feel connected.  

 

Council Chambers 
Seating Plan 

 
   General Manager  Mayor  
   Jonathan Harmey  Wayne Johnston 
 
 Minute Taker   

Anthea Rooney      Deputy Mayor 
         Stephanie Cameron 

Councillor  
Kevin House        Councillor 

         Christine Cronshaw 
Councillor  
Anne-Marie Loader      Councillor 

         Ben Dudman 
 Councillor  
 John Temple       Councillor 
         Daniel Smedley 
 Councillor  
 Rodney Synfield 
 
 

Council Officers 
 
 

Public Gallery 
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Invitation to the Public 
The Meander Valley Council welcomes electors from this municipal area to attend its 
Annual General Meeting at 4.30pm on Tuesday, 9 December 2025. 

This Meeting will take place in the Council Chambers at 26 Lyall Street, Westbury.  The 
Annual General Meeting will be held following the Council’s December Ordinary 
Meeting, which commences at 3.00pm. 

 

Statement of Compliance 
The General Manager declares that this Annual General Meeting is convened and 
conducted in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 – sections 72B and 
72(2)(d). 

Compliance with this Local Government Act 1993 is demonstrated by the following 
arrangements in place: 

• the Annual General Meeting is scheduled to occur on 9 December 2025, being a 
date not later than 15 December (section 72B(1)(b)). 

• the Meeting has been convened not before 14 days after the first date of the first 
publication of a notice … circulating in the municipal area or other prescribed 
newspaper specifying the date, time and place of the Annual General Meeting 
(sections 72B(1)(b) and 72B(2).  The newspaper advertisement notice was 
published in The Examiner Newspaper on 22 November 2025. 

• a quorum of Council is expected to be present for this Meeting.  Should a 
circumstance arise preventing Councillors from attending in sufficient numbers for 
form a quorum, the Meeting is to be reconvened and held within 14 days; and … a 
notice is to be published accordingly (section 72B(3)(a) and (b). 

• only electors in the municipal area are entitled to vote at the Annual General 
Meeting (section 72B(4)).  However, any person present may ask a question.  All 
visitors are required to sign the Meander Valley Council visitors book before 
entering the Chambers and, if required, confirm their eligibility as an elector by 
entering personal details into a digital tool, access to which will be available in 
Customer Service.  The Australian Electoral Commission’s web-site’s online tool 
will be in use for this purpose.  No personal information will be retained by the 
Meander Valley Council.  For more information or to check your eligibility prior to 
the Annual General Meeting, visit https://check.aec.gov.au . 

• motions at the Annual General Meeting will be passed by a majority of votes taken 
by a show of hands (section 72B(5)).  The Council will ensure reasonable 
adjustments are made if required for access and inclusion purposes. 

 

 

https://check.aec.gov.au/


  
 

Meander Valley Council - Ordinary Meeting Agenda: 9 December 2025  Page 4 
 

• any motion passed at the Annual General Meeting will be formally considered at 
the next [Ordinary] Meeting of the Council (section 72B(6)). 

• Minutes of the Annual General Meeting will be kept by the General Manager 
(section 72B(7) and released for public inspection the Council’s website and in 
hard copy (if requested) at the Council offices. 
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Attending an Annual General Meeting 
Members of the community are encouraged to engage with Council’s Annual General Meeting.  
You can submit questions online, attend in person or provide a submission towards the 
Council’s Annual Report.  

In accordance with Policy No. 98: Council Meeting Administration, this Meeting will be recorded 
and live streamed to the general public.  By attending the Meeting in person, you are 
consenting to personal information being recorded and published. 

Hard copies of Agendas and Minutes are also available to view at the Council’s office on 
request. 

Learn More 

A copy of the latest Agenda and Minutes are available to view at the Council’s office in 
Westbury.  Click here to view Agendas and Minutes online or listen to audio of Meetings. 

As soon as practicable after the Meeting, you will find Minutes, Audio and Live Stream 
Recordings online.  The recordings will remain available to the public for six months. 

You can also contact the Office of the General Manager by telephone on 6393 5317, or email 
ogm@mvc.tas.gov.au to ask any questions, to submit a question or learn more about 
opportunities to speak at the Annual General Meeting. 

 

Public Access to Chambers 
Where there is a need to manage demand, seating will be prioritised as follows: 

Members of the media are welcome to take up any seats not in use by the public. 

Attendees are requested to consider the health and wellbeing of others in attendance. 

If you are symptomatic or in an infectious state, then you are requested to stay away from the 
Meeting or follow good practices to minimise risk to others.  This includes measures such as 
social distancing, wearing of face-masks and the use of hand sanitisers.  

 

  

http://www.meander.tas.gov.au/minutes-and-agendas
mailto:ogm@mvc.tas.gov.au
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Conduct at Council Meetings 
Visitors are reminded that Council Meetings are a place of work for staff and Councillors.  
The Council is committed to meeting its responsibilities as an employer and as host of this 
important public forum, by ensuring that all present meet expectations of mutually respectful 
and orderly conduct. 
It is a condition of entry to the Council Chambers that you cooperate with any directions or 
requests from the Chairperson or the Council’s Officers. 
The Chairperson is responsible for maintaining order at the Annual General Meeting.  The 
General Manager is responsible for health, wellbeing and safety of all present.  The Chairperson 
or General Manager may require a person to leave the Council’s premises following any 
behaviour that falls short of these expectations.  It is an offence to hinder or disrupt an Annual 
General Meeting. 
 

Access and Inclusion 
The Council supports and accommodates inclusion for all who seek participation in Council 
Meetings, as far as is practicable. 
Any person with a disability or other specific needs is encouraged to contact the Council prior 
to the Meeting on 6393 5317 or via email to ogm@mvc.tas.gov.au to discuss how the Council 
can best assist you with access. 

 
 

 

mailto:ogm@mvc.tas.gov.au
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Certificate of Qualified Advice 
 
The General Manager must ensure any advice, information or recommendation is given to 
Council by a person with the necessary qualifications or experience: section 65, Local 
Government Act 1993. 
 
Council must not decide on any matter without receiving qualified advice or a certification from 
the General Manager. 
 
Accordingly, I certify that, where required: 
(i) the advice of a qualified person was obtained in preparation of this Agenda; and 
(ii) this advice was taken into account in providing general advice to the Meander Valley 

Council; and 
(iii) A copy of any such advice (or a written transcript or summary of oral advice) is included 

with the Agenda item. 

 
 
 
 
 
Jonathan Harmey 
General Manager  
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1. Opening of Meeting and Apologies 
 
 

2. Acknowledgment of Country 
I begin today by acknowledging the Pallitore and Panninher past peoples, the 
Traditional Owners and Custodians of the land on which we gather today and I pay my 
respects to Elders past and present.  I extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples here today. 
 
 

3. Confirmation of Minutes 
That Council receives and confirms the Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting 
held on 9 December 2024. 
 
 

4. Declarations of Interest 
 
(A councillor must declare any interest that the councillor has in a matter before any 
discussion on that matter commences). 
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5. Annual Report 
5.1 2024-25 Meander Valley Council Annual Report  
File Reference S13-07-004 

Report Author Jonathan Harmey 
General Manager 

 

Council presented the 2024-25 Annual Report, prepared in accordance with section 72 
of the Local Government Act 1993, and invited any questions or submissions.  

 
 Report 

The 2024-25 Annual Report (Attachment 1) is presented to Council and the Meander 
Valley Community by the Meander Valley Council’s General Manager on behalf of the 
Executive Management Team, which at the end of 2024-25 financial year comprised: 
• Jonathan Harmey (General Manager) 
• Craig Davies (Director Corporate Services) 
• Krista Palfreyman (Director Development and Regulatory Services) 
• David Murray (Director Infrastructure Services) 
• Matthew Millwood (Director Works) 

Acknowledgement of Staff, Volunteers and Councillors 

The results across 2024-25 reflect the effort of all the Council’s staff and their work with 
elected representatives, our many volunteers and the community. 

The Executive Management Team commends all staff on their substantial achievements 
during the year and acknowledges the support and contributions of the Mayor and 
Councillors. 

Publication of Annual Report 

The Annual Report is available for public inspection on the Council’s website and in hard 
copy at the Council’s Office in Westbury by request.  

Once endorsed, this Annual Report will be submitted to the Director of Local Government 
and the Director of Public Health in accordance with section 72(2)(a) of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 

Attachments 

1. Meander Valley Council Annual Report 2024-25 [5.1.1 - 106 pages] 
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Strategy 

Supports the objectives of Council’s strategic future direction 

1: innovative leadership and community governance. 
 
See Meander Valley Community Strategic Plan 2024-34.  Click here or visit 
https://www.meander.tas.gov.au/plans-reports to view. 

Policy 

Not applicable 

Legislation 

Local Government Act 1993: sections 72 and 77(2) 

Consultation 

The Annual General Meeting was advertised in The Examiner Newspaper on  
22 November 2025. 

No public submissions in respect of the 2024-25 Annual Report were received prior to 
publication of the Annual General Meeting Agenda. 

Budget and Finance 

Not applicable  

Risk Management 

Not applicable  

Alternate Motion 

Not applicable 

 

http://www.meander.tas.gov.au/plans-reports
https://www.meander.tas.gov.au/plans-reports
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/sr-2014-034
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS
In recognition of the deep history and culture of lutrawita/Tasmania, we acknowledge 
the Pallittorre and Panninher peoples, the traditional owners of the Land upon which 
we live, work and gather. For many generations they have cared for Country.

We acknowledge and pay our respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging, 
and to all Tasmanian Aboriginal communities, for they hold the memories, the 
knowledge, culture and future of Aboriginal Tasmania. 

2

5.1.1 Meander Valley Council Annual Report 2024-25

Meander Valley Council - Ordinary Meeting Agenda: 9 December 2025 Page 13



3

CONTENTS

Welcome to Meander Valley

About this report

Key measures of performance

A message from the Mayor

A message from the General Manager

Your representatives

Committee representation

Organisational structure

Governance & Community Wellbeing

Corporate Services

Development & Regulatory Services

Infrastructure

Works

A snapshot of our 2024-25

Capital Works program summary

Reporting of legislative requirements

Financial performance

Financial report

4 24

6 26

6 30

8 36

10 38

12 42

13 44

14

16

52

60

5.1.1 Meander Valley Council Annual Report 2024-25

Meander Valley Council - Ordinary Meeting Agenda: 9 December 2025 Page 14



LIENA

MERSEY 
FOREST

MOLECREEK

CAVESIDE

WESTERN 
CREEK

MEANDER
GOLDEN 
VALLEY

QUAMBY 
BROOK

CHUDLEIGH

DUNORLAN
REEDY MARSH

DELORAINE
WESTBURY

HAGLEY

ELIZABETH 
 TOWN

KIMBERLEY

4

5.1.1 Meander Valley Council Annual Report 2024-25

Meander Valley Council - Ordinary Meeting Agenda: 9 December 2025 Page 15



A place for nature; a place for nurture; a place for families, seeds, 
and ideas to grow; a place where down-to-earth doers and makers 
reach for the sky; a place of stunning vistas, fertile pastures, and awe-
inspiring peaks. 

In our towns, hard work and warm welcomes go hand in hand. From 
our rich cultural heritage to our culinary delights, there are stories 
to tell and experiences to share. As we look back on the 2024-25 
financial year, let’s take a moment to celebrate everything that makes 
Meander Valley special. 

Through careful planning and thoughtful execution, Meander Valley 
Council is working to improve the way we connect and move around 
our region—investing in road upgrades and ongoing maintenance 
that make travel safer and easier for everyone. We take just as much 
care with our finances, always mindful of balancing fiscal stability 
with delivering the high-quality services you expect and deserve. And 
when it comes to engagement, we’re committed to gathering your 
input, making sure that every voice contributes to the decisions that 
shape our future. 

Welcome to 
MEANDER VALLEY

5
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Key Measures of 
PERFORMANCE
$77.88m
Value of building 
applications processed

$16.9m
Value of capital works 
projects delivered

26 11  3Achieved Deferred

Annual Plan Actions

$108,139
Community grants and 
sponsorships

1,635
Service requests 
managed

are  
progressing

This Annual Report contains details about:
• Our key performance measures against targets 
established in the Annual Plan
• Results achieved from the Annual Plan targets
• Details of the services that have been provided to 
the community
• Transparency and accountability
• Reports delivered in accordance with legislation
• Financial performance and financial reports

ABOUT 
this report

6
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Key Measures of 
PERFORMANCE

$29,411,353

$28,927,225

 $16,946,860

OPERATING REVENUE

OPERATING EXPENDITURE

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE

110,000
ATTENDEES AT COUNCIL SPORTS 
GROUNDS AND VENUES

ELECTED
MEMBERS

9 1,786 LOCAL 
BUSINESSES

21,579
RESIDENTS

MUNICIPAL  
SWIMMING 
POOLS

2

46%
OF KERBSIDE COLLECTION 
WASTE IS RECYCLED

8 SPORTING 
GROUNDS

38 PLAYGROUNDS & 
FITNESS 

STATIONS

BRIDGES

193
SQUARE KILOMETRES 

OF LAND AREA

3,327

10,971
RATEABLE PROPERTIES

KILOMETRES OF ROAD NETWORKS

822

PARKS & 
RESERVES

12
PUBLIC HALLS     

MUNICIPAL  
WASTE 
FACILITIES2 7BIKE & SKATE PARKS

59

7
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6. Public Questions 
6.1 Public Questions 

(Members of the public who ask Questions Without Notice at a Meeting will have both 
the question and any answer provided recorded in the Minutes.  If the Council’s Officers 
are unable to answer the question asked at the Meeting, the question and a response will 
be provided in the next Council Meeting Agenda). 

During the Council’s Annual General Meeting, eligible members of the public can ask 
Questions Without Notice from the floor. 

At the relevant stage of the Annual General Meeting, the Chairperson will call for questions 
from the floor. 

Am I Eligible? 

Anyone present in the public gallery may ask a question of Council at the Annual General 
Meeting.   

However, to be eligible to move or vote on a motion, you must be a current registered voter 
(elector) with the Municipal Valley Council electorate.   

All visitors are required to sign the Meander Valley Council visitor’s book before entering 
the Chambers and, if required, confirm their eligibility as an elector by entering personal 
details into a digital tool, access to which will be available in Customer Service.  The 
Australian Electoral Commission’s web-site’s online tool will be in use for this purpose.  No 
personal information will be retained by the Meander Valley Council.   

For more information or to check your eligibility prior to the Annual General Meeting, visit 
https://check.aec.gov.au . 

How Are Votes Taken? 

The Chairperson will call for a show of hands when votes are taken on motions from the 
floor if required, voters may be approached by the Council’s Officers to verify their eligibility 
to vote. A motion passed at an Annual General Meeting is to be considered at the next 
meeting of the council.   
 
  

https://check.aec.gov.au/
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7. Public Notices of Motion 
7.1 Public Notices of Motion With Notice 

A Notice of Motion has been received from John Kane regarding Quamby Bluff.  The 
Notice of Motion submission is included as Attachment 1.   
 
The Notice of Motion reads: 
 

Mandate an urgent, on-site inspection for all elected Councillors and the 
General Manager to personally witness the immediate and long-term 
ecological, cultural and visual damage caused by recent logging in Coupe 
HU304Y on Quamby Bluff. 

 
This Notice of Motion will require a mover and a seconder at the Annual General 
Meeting. 
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7.2 Public Notices of Motion Without Notice 

During the Council’s Annual General Meeting, eligible members of the public can move a 
motion from the floor. 

At the relevant stage of the Annual General Meeting, the Chairperson will call for any 
motions from the floor. 

Am I Eligible? 

Anyone present in the public gallery may present a Notice of Motion at the Annual General 
Meeting. 

However, to be eligible to move or vote on a motion, you must be a current registered voter 
(elector) with the Municipal Valley Council electorate. 

Prior to entry to the Chambers, all visitors are required to sign the Meander Valley Council 
Visitor’s Book and, if required, confirm their eligibility as an elector by entering personal 
details into a digital tool, access to which will be available in Customer Service.  The 
Australian Electoral Commission’s web-site’s online tool will be in use for this purpose.  No 
personal information will be retained by the Meander Valley Council.   

For more information or to check your eligibility prior to the Annual General Meeting, visit 
https://check.aec.gov.au . 

How Are Votes Taken? 

The Chairperson will call for a show of hands from the floor when votes are taken on 
Notices Without Motion.  Voters may be approached by the Council’s Officers to verify their 
eligibility to vote. 
 
 

8. Close of Meeting 
 
 

 

https://check.aec.gov.au/
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