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Policy No. 90: Mobile Food Vehicles 
 

POLICY MANUAL 
 
Policy No. 90 Mobile Food Vehicles 
 
Purpose The purpose of this Policy is to provide direction for the 

granting of permits for mobile food vehicles to operate from 
a public street or the Council’s owned or managed property. 

 
Department Development and Regulatory Services 
Author Madeline McKinnell, Team Leader Environmental Health  
 
Council Meeting Date 12 December 2023 
Minute Reference 283/2023 
 
Next Review Date March 2027 
 

POLICY 
 
1. Definitions 
 
Mobile Food Vehicle Is a food business that operates from a mobile structure 

under the Food Act 2003.  A mobile structure includes a 
vehicle or trailer that is not permanently fixed to the whole, 
or part, of a building, structure or land, in, at or from which 
food is, or is intended to be, handled or sold. 

 
Public Street Means any street, road, lane, thoroughfare, footpath, bridge 

or place open to the public, or to which the public have or 
are permitted to have access, whether on payment of a fee 
or otherwise as defined in the Traffic Act 1925. 

 
Council Owned or  Includes the Council’s managed parks, reserves, 
Managed Property sports grounds, car parks and road reserves. 
 
2. Objective 
 
The objective of this Policy is to establish the conditions under which the Council may grant 
permits for mobile food vehicles to operate from a public street or the Council’s owned or 
managed property. 
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3. Scope 
 
The Policy shall apply to anyone wanting to operate a mobile food vehicle within the 
municipality from a public street or the Council’s owned or managed property. 
 
4. Policy 
 
The Council supports the operation of mobile food vehicles within the Meander Valley. 
 
The Council will consider applications for permits for mobile food vehicles on any public 
street within the municipality and on the Council’s owned or managed property. 
 
1. Assessment Considerations 

When assessing permit applications, the Council will take into account the following 
matters: 
• advice from Tasmania Police as to the traffic and safety conditions and any other 

impact of the operation; 
• advice from Department of State Growth if the proposed location is suitable; 
• advice from key users (eg. sports clubs) of the Council owned or managed 

property; 
• whether the operation is an appropriate distance from established permanently 

fixed food premises; 
• proximity of sensitive uses (eg. school, hospital); and 
• proposed time of day and period of operation. 

 
Guidelines for operating a Mobile Food Vehicle from a public street of the Council’s 
owned or managed property are available with this Policy. 

 
5. Legislation and Related Standards 
 
Vehicle and Traffic Act 1999 
Food Act 2003 
Traffic Act 1925 
Tasmanian Planning Scheme – Meander Valley 
 
6. Responsibility 
 
Determination of compliance with the Food Act 2023 and the Tasmanian Planning Scheme – 
Meander Valley rests with the Director Development and Regulatory Services. 
 
Determination of compliance with the Vehicle Traffic Act 1999 and the Traffic Act 1925 and 
operation of this Policy rests with the Director Infrastructure Services. 
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