
PLANNING NOTICE
An application has been received for a Permit under s.57 of the Land Use 
Planning Approvals Act 1993:

APPLICANT: Meander Valley Council - PA\25\0192
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 6 Racecourse Drive DELORAINE 

(CT’s: 165648/1 & 54466/1)
DEVELOPMENT: Passive Recreation (Demolition of Heritage 

building, modification of building, fencing, 
landscaping & solar panels).

The application can be inspected until Monday, 19 May 2025, at 
www.meander.tas.gov.au or at the Council Office, 26 Lyall Street, Westbury (during 
normal office hours).

Written representations may be made during this time addressed to the General 
Manager, PO Box 102, Westbury 7303, or by email to planning@mvc.tas.gov.au.  
Please include a contact phone number. Please note any representations lodged will 
be available for public viewing.

If you have any questions about this application please do not hesitate to contact 
Council’s Planning Department on 6393 5320. 

Dated at Westbury on 3 May 2025.

Jonathan Harmey
GENERAL MANAGER

http://www.meander.tas.gov.au/
mailto:planning@mvc.tas.gov.au




SEARCH DATE : 29-Apr-2025
SEARCH TIME : 04.34 PM
 
 

DESCRIPTION OF LAND
 
  Parish of CALSTOCK Land District of WESTMORLAND
  Lot 1 on Plan 165648
  Being the land described in Conveyance No.10/8969
  Excepting thereout Lot 8 P25123 1858m2, Lot 9 P25123 9012m2, 
  Lot 1 D29073 573m2, Lot 1 D30615, 313m2, Lots 1 & 2 P165343 6.
  374ha
  Derivation : Part of Lot 277, 510 Acres Gtd. to Pearson Foote
  Derived from A24548
  Prior CT 132548/1
 
 

SCHEDULE 1
 
  MEANDER VALLEY COUNCIL
 
 

SCHEDULE 2
 
  Reservations and conditions in the Crown Grant if any
  D4502    BURDENING EASEMENT: A Pump Station Easement 
           (appurtenant to Lot 1 on P165343) over the Pump 
           Station Easement shown on P165648
  D4502    BURDENING EASEMENT: Right of Carriageway (appurtenant 
           to Lots 1 & 2 on P165343) over the Right of Way 6.00 
           wide shown on P165648
 
 

UNREGISTERED DEALINGS AND NOTATIONS 
 
  No unregistered dealings or other notations
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Notes

Northern and southern ends of Turf Club building to be framed and clad in weatherboards to match existing.  Salvage from buildings to be removed if possible.

Cosmetic restoration of building, including replacement of fascia boards, painting etc.

Late 20th Century rough-openings still present behind plywood security cladding.  Remove plywood cladding, fit steel framework to support 3 interpretation panels.  Content to be developed as per Condition 3 of Tasmanian Heritage Council Works Ref #8512 and PA\25\0045.
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Notes

Solar panels to be installed on roof of existing steel framed pergola.  Locate on southern facing roof so as to not be visible from Racecourse precinct.

Approx area = 70m2.

Controller and batteries to be located in cabinet located in roof space.

Motion-activated security lights to be installed under pergola roof and Turf Club verandah.  
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A Review/Assessment of Heritage Impact in Relation to the Proposed 

Redevelopment of Deloraine Racecourse: 

1.0 General Overview 

The property is listed on the Tasmanian Heritage Council Register 2022, ID Number 
4806. The property is owned by the Meander Valley Council, previously by the 
Deloraine Council, and was originally classified by the National Trust in 1982. 

THR Datasheet Statements of Significance:  

(b) The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history – 
The Deloraine Racecourse is of historic heritage significance because of its ability to 
demonstrate the history and development of the horse racing industry in 
Tasmania. 

(d) The place is important in demonstrating the principle characteristics of 
a class of place in Tasmania’s history – The Deloraine Racecourse is of historic 
heritage significance because of its ability to demonstrate the principal 
characteristics of a Victorian Racecourse. 

(f) The place has a strong or special association with a particular 

community or cultural group for social or spiritual reasons – The site is of 
historic heritage significance because its social and recreational associations are 

regarded as important to the community’s sense of place.  

Setting: 
No data recorded.  

Description: 

The site consists of the racetrack itself, and associated surface features, including 
the hedges used for steeple chasing. 

History: 

No data recorded.  
 

The Deloraine Racecourse is set on a picturesque bend in the Meander River just east 

of the road bridge crossing to the township’s main street, and, the rail bridge. It is not 
visible from the main road/street through Deloraine but discrete on the river flats.  
Originally this land would have been surrounded by farm land to the north and east, 

the village of Alverston to the south and the river to the west. The ‘setting’ would 
generally then be described as: This Racecourse is a significant, but discrete, element 
in the riparian and river flats landscape of Deloraine. 
 
In 1853 the first race meeting was held on the Alverstone Estate.  By 1874/75 the 
races had progressed for the first Deloraine Handicap run and by 1904 the Deloraine 
Cup had been established in the racing calendar.  In 1889 the Deloraine Racing Club 
(alternately Deloraine Turf Club) arranged with the Deloraine Council to lease the 
property and a new course and timber grandstand were built by 1890.  Further history 
is outlined in Section 4.2. 

The proposal for works is to create a ‘Recreational Precinct’ encompassing the 
racecourse and football grounds along with the existing pond/lake and mature 
landscaping. The existing TasWater infrastructure is to remain as is. 

Further detail of the proposed new works, the impact on the significant original 
features and buildings, and, the aesthetic of the original/existing is outlined in the 
following Sections. 
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2.0 Outline of Proposed Works 

2.1 The proposed new works include, potentially:  
• improved sporting facilities with a second oval for football, soccer and summer 

sports,  
• improved tennis facilities,  
• parkrun course,  
• RV and camping amenities,  
• cultural and artistic experiences,  

• playgrounds,  
• picnic and park areas,  
• walking tracks, and,  

• dog off lead areas.  
The proposal has been documented, by ARTAS Architects, as a Concept Plan and 
exhibited for public review. A request from the Meander Valley Council for community 
input was made through the Meander Valley Gazette in September 2022 and through 
the Council website.  
The project is planned to be staged and subject to available funding could be 
completed over a period of 10 years.  

2.2 Refer to ARTAS Concept Plan drawing for notations on the plan for new works 
as outlined.  
 

This review document will cover generally the most pertinent works in the overall 
adaption for the new works, noting suggestions for least impact options, where 
possible. 
 

 

ARTAS Concept Plan - 2022 
 

2.3 The proposed works will be described in further detail in the following sections 
and the majority of the works have various levels of impact on the landscape and 

infrastructure on the site. There are some indications of repairs and maintenance 
which could be covered by a general Exemption Certificate and this will be explained 
further in the following sections. 
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3.0    Reasons for Proposed Works 
As noted in 1.0 General Overview the original function/use of the site was as a 
racecourse/racetrack with general patron facilities as the main infrastructure apart 
from the track railings, associated racing elements and the steeplechase permanent 
hedges. 
 

The Meander Valley Council, as owners of the property, and with racing no longer 
occurring on the site, propose to create a Deloraine Recreation Precinct which is an 
inclusive regional-scale community space. They wish to promote social, health, 
economic and employment outcomes for the region. To do this, the Deloraine 
Racecourse needs to be able to accommodate the requirements of todays, and the 

foreseeable future, the Deloraine community, sporting and recreational groups, and 
visitors. 

4.0 The Cultural Significance of the Place 
The Deloraine Racecourse was first known in this general location since about 1853 
with the course being more substantially developed around 1890.  It has essentially 

been in continual use as a racecourse since that time and up to 2005 when the last 
race was run.  
 

Title Reference: 165648/1 and Property ID: 3233141. 

4.1 Statement of cultural heritage significance highlights:  

The Tasmanian Heritage Council datasheet refers to the significance of the place 
under several criteria which have been fully outlined in Section 1.0. 

The key points of significance from those criteria can be summarised as follows: 
Criteria A – its ability to demonstrate the history and development of the horse racing 
industry in Tasmania, and especially, since there have been races held on this site 

since 1853 as noted above; 
Criteria D - the racecourse demonstrates, generally in its original form, the principal 

characteristics of a Victorian Racecourse;  
Criteria F - its social and recreational associations are regarded as important to the 

community's sense of place. 

A further addition to the description in Criteria D could include - 'Highly significant in 
the racetrack area between the inside running rail of the steeple track and the outside 

running rail of the course proper.' This was the agreed description of the application 
for listing with the National Trust in 1982. 
 

The setting has also been described in Section 1.0, where no data was recorded, as: 
This Racecourse is a significant, but discrete, element in the riparian and river flats 
landscape of Deloraine. 

4.2 Deloraine Racecourse History Summary: 
Some key historical dates only noted in Section 1.0. Further information is detailed in 
the following outline. 
 

Brief History of Deloraine: 

Deloraine is located on the Meander River, in the foothills of the Great Western Tiers. 
The area around Deloraine was first explored in 1823 by Captain John 
Rollande/Roland, though cattlemen had been illegally using the grassy plains for their 

stock prior to this.1 The first land grant was made in 1825 to Gamaliel Butler which he 
called the Retreat.2 By the 1830s other land grants had been made for large estates in 
the area, these included Captain Moriarty at Dunorlan, Vaughan at Native Hut Point, 
Thomas (and later William) Archer at Cheshunt, Lieutenant  Pearson Foote at 

 
1 Iain Terry and Kathryn Evans, ‘To the Westward’: Meander Valley Heritage Study Stage 1: Thematic History, Meander 

Valley Municipal Council, 2004 p. 9. Accessed https://stors.tas.gov.au/au-7-0062-00024$stream  
2 Iain Terry and Kathryn Evans, To the Westward, p.10.  
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Calstock, Alexander Rose at Bowerbank, Dr Robert Garrett at Garrett’s Plains and 
Boucher and Gardiner at Chudleigh.3 While the land that had previously been used 
illegally for grazing cattle had been applied for in order to legalise the claim. These 
large landowners dominated the district for the first 30 years. 

The town was named in 1832 by Thomas Scott and was named after Sir William 
Deloraine from the poem 'Lay of the Last Minstrel', by Sir Walter Scott. Deloraine was 

located in the parish of Calstock, in the county of Westmoreland. A bridge was built 
over the Meander ford in 1831 and at this time Thomas Scott had suggested that 500 
acres on either side of the river be reserved for a future township.4 John Devlin took 

up the first town allotment on the western side of the bridge in 1831 and built a public 
house, near where Bonney’s Inn now stands.5 Many of the buildings that date back to 
the 1830s and 1840s still remain.  

The township was slow to develop. This was in part due to the convict probation 
station that took up four acres of the area between Barrack Street, Church Street and 
West Parade.6 The other contributing factor was that after 1825 Lieutenant Governor 
Arthur appointed Land Commissioners to assess the use of Crown leases, and the 
Deloraine district among the first that were required to pay to take up land leases.7 
This was changed in 1850 to encourage development with land being sold at a 
cheaper rate. 

On the south side of the Meander River building activity took place on the property 
owned by James McArthur. He brough the 510 acres property known as Alverston 
from Lieutenant Pearson Foote in 1841 and started building houses to let to the 
labourers and tradesmen employed on neighbouring estates.8 This became the village 
of Alverston, with shops, public house, post office and the first public school for the 
district which was built in 1847. McArthur faced financial embarrassment in 1843 and 
the property was sold by auction to John Bonney.9 
By the mid-1850s the growth of Deloraine had overshadowed Alverston and Deloraine 
became a rich agricultural and pastoral district and an important commercial centre. 
In 1871 a rail link was established between Launceston and Deloraine by the 
Launceston and Western Railway Company. This improved conditions for travel and 
opened up the district.10 

By the turn of the century industry in Deloraine began to change. A reticulated water 
supply was established and a power station was built to supply electricity. After 
Federation in 1901 other states began to supply cheaper and better-quality flour.11 
Farmers turned to dairying to supply the butter factory. Motor transport affected the 
demand for feed for horses and reduced the visibility of local industries. The building 
of the highway bypass in the 1990s could have further affected the prosperity of 
Deloraine but with community support Deloraine became a tourist destination with a 
flourishing arts scene and a renowned annual craft fair.  
 
 

 
3 Ibid. 
4 Jill Cassidy, Deloraine’s Industrial Heritage: A Survey, Queen Victoria Museum, 1986, p.3. Accessed 

file:///C:/Users/Michelle/Downloads/Deloraines-industrial%20(1).pdf 
5 Ibid  
6 Skemp, J. R., History of Deloraine Municipality, … p.19 
7 The Regional Institute online publishing, http://www.regional.org.au/au/countrytowns/ideas/pyke.htm  
8 ‘Land at Deloraine’, Daily Telegraph, 9 March 1906, p. 7 
9 ‘Land at Deloraine’, Daily Telegraph, 9 March 1906, p. 7 
10 Margret Harman, ‘Deloraine’, The Companion to Tasmanian History, Centre for Tasmanian Historical Studies, 2006, 

Accessed  https://www.utas.edu.au/library/companion_to_tasmanian_history/D/Deloraine.htm  
11 Jill Cassidy, Deloraine’s Industrial Heritage: A Survey, Queen Victoria Museum, 1986, p.5. Accessed 

file:///C:/Users/Michelle/Downloads/Deloraines-industrial%20(1).pdf  
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Background: 
Although racing started in Deloraine in 1853, the Deloraine Racecourse was not 
established until 1890. 
The first race was run on the 30th and 31st March 1853 at Alveston Estate with the 
principal event being the Garston Plate.12 Between 1853 and 1890 the annual race 
took place usually on Easter Monday and occurred at various race tracks in the 

district, including the private race course at Calstock owned by John Field and a track 
at the flats near Bowerbank.13 In 1874 the Deloraine Turf Club was established and 
the first race meeting for the club was held at the Keanefield Course situated about 

two and a half miles from the township of Deloraine.14 Races were held at this course 
until 1879 when the Easter Monday meeting was moved to John Field’s race course at 
Alverston, located on the estate of the late Mr Bonney and opposite the terminus of 
the Launceston' and Deloraine Railway.15 
Early race meetings at Deloraine had a picnic atmosphere and were a highlight for the 
community, but the quality of racing was not at the level of the traditional annual 
races at the Carrick, Longford, and Campbell Town meetings.16 The 
Deloraine Handicap, which by 1904 became known as the Deloraine Cup, was first run 
in 1874, and it was one of the principal events in the state at the time.  
After the death of John Bonney in 1875, the land was held by the executors for some 
years until the Deloraine Municipal Council brought 72 acres for a recreation ground. 
The Deloraine Turf Club had missed an opportunity to buy the land themselves in 
1882.17 In 1889 the Deloraine Municipal Council leased the present racecourse 
property to the Deloraine Turf Club with the condition that the club spend £500 "on 
making a course and putting up a suitable grandstand and other buildings, and having 
the right to two race meetings a year."18 The first time the new course was used was 
for the Easter meeting in 1890, with a new wooden grandstand being completed prior.  

 
Deloraine Racecourse Steeplechase Racing– Date Unknown 

– Courtesy Go Racing Tasmania Facebook Page, Tassie Tracks of the Past 

 
12 ‘100 years of Racing at Deloraine’, Advocate, 2 April 1953, p. 8.  
13 ‘Races at Deloraine 70 years ago’, Examiner, 3 October 1936, p. 13 
14 Launceston Examiner, 18 Apr 1876, p. 2 
15 ‘Deloraine Turf Club’, Weekly Examiner, 16 Sept 1876, p. 9.  
16 ‘100 years of Racing at Deloraine’, Advocate, 2 April 1953, p. 8.  
17 ‘100 years of Racing at Deloraine’, Advocate, 2 April 1953, p. 8.  
18 ‘100 years of Racing at Deloraine’, Advocate, 2 April 1953, p. 8. 
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The lease on the land for the present racecourse was extended twice, in 1910, and 
again in 1922 for a period of 50 years. The lease appears to have been extended 
again, with the last steeplechase being run on the 28th March 2005 and further 
racehorse training activities until about 2013. 

Prior to the first race meeting at the new course at the Recreation grounds, the 
secretary of the Deloraine Turf club asked the Council to ‘place a dam in the river to 

prevent the racecourse being flooded in the event of the dam recently erected above 
the recreation ground-breaking away.’19 This was accepted. However, another request 
for a reasonable amount for draining the recreation ground and racecourse was 

denied by Council due to lack of funds.  

The first race meeting in 1890 at the new course at the recreation grounds was a 
success. Praise was unanimous and the handsome grandstand and spacious saddling 
paddock were admired greatly. However, with the limited amount of time given to 
make improvements not everything was complete, including the scratching and 
number boards.20 

“The track is a good one, even though there are a couple of sharp curves and 
some filled in furrows in the straight, but if the committee will have it ploughed 
up and sown with grass, they will by next meet have one of the best courses in 
the colony.”21 

In 1897 improvements to the race course were undertaken which included a stewards' 
stand, weighing enclosure, and totalisator house, and the course was sanded and 
posted all round, and filled in where necessary.22 Also, the steeplechase fences were 
raised from 3 ft 8in to 3 ft 10 in and made perpendicular, and a new fence had 
replaced the dangerous paling obstruction which formerly existed opposite the 
grandstand.23 More improvements were made in 1906 and the club kept up to date 
with the changes in technology at the time when the secretary's office and totalisator 
houses were connected by telephone, and the accommodation provided for the Press 
representatives were upgraded to become the best in the state.24 In 1912 the first 
motor car paddock was introduced to the site.  

In 1914 the wooden grandstand burnt down on Tuesday 29th December.25 The flames 
were fanned by a strong breeze and there was no hope of saving the building. No 

other building used by the racing clubs sustained damage as they were located further 
away. The fire was considered accidental. 
The Deloraine Turf Club ran the first Grand National Hurdles in 1915 and this 
continued on the Easter Monday program until 1935.26 It was revived again in 1945 
and continued through the 1950s.  

At the 1915 annual general meeting of the Deloraine Turf Club the report mentioned 
improvements that had been made in the past 12 months, which included alterations 
and additions to the totalizator house, additional horse stalls, enlargement of the 
birdcage, laying the water on the flat and other minor improvements which were all 
appreciated by the public.27 A plan for the new grandstand was submitted to the 

Deloraine Council meeting in December, to be built in the enclosure, and was 

 
19 Launceston Examiner, 8 Apr 1890, p.3.  
20 Launceston Examiner, 8 Apr 1890, p. 3.  
21 Launceston Examiner, 8 Apr 1890, p. 3. 
22 Launceston Examiner, 20 Apr 1897, p. 2.  
23 Launceston Examiner, 20 Apr 1897, p. 2. 
24 Daily Telegraph, 17 Jan 1906, p. 3. 
25 Daily Telegraph, 31 Dec 1914, p. 4. 
26 ‘100 years of Racing at Deloraine’, Advocate, 2 April 1953, p. 8.  
27 Daily Telegraph, 10 August 1915, p. 8.  
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approved.28 The new concrete grandstand, though not completed, was advanced 
enough to be used during the Grand National Meeting in 1916.29 

 

Page from The Tasmanian Mail April 27, 1916 – Courtesy Deloraine Folk Museum 

 

Photo of the lawn area, Easter Monday 1953 – Courtesy Deloraine Folk Museum 
(1916 Grandstand still in use with roof from the period) 

 
28 Daily Telegraph, 15 December 1915, p.7.  
29 Examiner, 12 Aug 1916, p. 4. 
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The Deloraine Turf Club had been in an enviable financial position up until the 
Depression years of 1926-1936 when it took a loss over nine successive seasons. In 
1936 the Deloraine Turf Club celebrated its 70th anniversary. In reminiscing about the 
achievements of the club it was noted that Deloraine was one of the first clubs to stop 
using the stiff timber post and rail fences for the steeplechase in 1928 and instead use 
the immovable live hedges.30 Though the hedges may have look intimidation for the 

horses, they actually provided an easy slope which encouraged finer jumping. These 
were the first of their kind to be used in the Commonwealth and were used as a model 
for other steeple courses in Australia.   

 
Deloraine Racecourse –Libraries Tasmania Archives LPIC144-1-14 – No towers on Grandstand  

(Possibly taken from grounds of house, St Ives, by Stephen Spurling III.) 

The Meander Turf Club also used the course at the Deloraine Recreation Grounds, 
though they did not have a lease on the grounds and paid a hire fee when they used 
it.31 The Meander Turf Club was established in 1899 and has only raced on the this 
course. The first Meander Cup was held in 1903.   
In 1948 funds were raised by various groups to build a new grandstand and 

reconstruct the sporting oval at the Deloraine Recreation Grounds.32 Other 
improvements to the grounds included repairs to the cycle track and tennis courts. 
Improvements were being driven by the Deloraine Citizen’s League and the council, 
government and sporting groups all contributed to the cost.33 Tenders were called for 
in 1949. 
In 1950 the Deloraine Turf Club spent money on buildings and maintenance, which 
included repairs to the sand track after floods.34 New stalls were built and alterations 
and additions were made to the announcers stand, booth and tea rooms.35 
The Grand National Hurdle race was cancelled in 1954 as it coincided with the visit 
from the Queen.36 

 
30 ‘Races at Deloraine 70 years ago’, Examiner, 3 October 1936, p.13.  
31 Daily Telegraph, 31 March 1923, p. 6.  
32 ‘Deloraine Carnival’, Examiner, 28 October 1948, p. 5. 
33 ‘Proposed Deloraine Grandstand’, Examiner, 12 July 1949, p. 9.  
34 ‘Deloraine Turf Club Year of Good Racing’, Advocate, 7 September 1954, p.5.  
35 Advocate, 10 March, 1950, p. 16. 
36 Advocate, 12 February 1954, p. 15.  
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In 1982 the Deloraine Racecourse was classified by the National Trust due to it being 
the oldest club in Australia.37 In 1984 the Council received a report that R. Lyall had 
vacated the stables at the Racecourse and they were being occupied by Tahara 
Investments who were prepared to enter to enter into a five or ten year lease 
agreement. Tahara Investments also wanted to erect a further eight horse yards at 
the side of the stables but it is unclear if this was agreed to by Council.38  

In 1995 several improvements were carried out which included the cleaning of drains 
at the centre of the racecourse, the removal of pine trees on the northern boundary 
and a new fence erected, the removal of old race day stalls, and sand was provided 

for the sand track 39 Though there was a need for capital works to be undertaken, 
especially to the Member’s Area and for grandstand seating. In 1996 flood damaged 
the racecourse and the following year the Tasmanian Government recommended the 
closure of the Deloraine Turf Club in a report to the Tasmanian Racing Commission 
due to the repairs needed after the flood damage.40 Successive flooding in the 
following two years put not only the racecourse but the football club in jeopardy due 
to the financial losses taken to fund repairs. Also at this time, due to the reduction of 
race meetings there were some doubts about the future of the Deloraine Turf Club 
continuing to exist.41 It was generally believed that the new highway bypass was to 
blame for the excessive flooding to the area, though this was denied by a government 
investigation into the issue.42 

In 2002 a funding package was awarded to the Deloraine Turf Club which allowed for 
capital works to be undertaken which including painting the grandstand and other 
buildings, installation of new running rails, and to employ a part time grounds man.43 
Other works were undertaken to transform the venue in preparation for the big race 
meeting on Easter Monday 2003 to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Deloraine 
Turf Club, which included induction of a lake, and island and general tidy up for the 
anniversary event. 

The Deloraine Turf Club was identified as the “Oldest continually licensed race club in 
Australia.”44 The Easter event was also the first time three races were televised on 
Sky racing channel, and the Grand National Steeple prize money topped the most it 
had ever been at $50,000.45 The event attracted the biggest crowd it had seen in 

some time with 5000 people attending. Though the day was not without incident. 
Three of the nine horses in the Steeplechase fell and one had to be put down due to a 
fractured a shoulder.46 This raised arguments for and against the continuation of the 
steeplechase. 

The future of the club and the racecourse were already in doubt. The Deloraine Turf 
Club struggled to secure key race dates and merged with the Tasmanian Turf Club, 
while the safety of the course raised concerns with the Tasmanian Thoroughbred 
Racing Council having recommended the closure of the course back in 2001.47 
In 2005 Deloraine was hit with another major flood and the banks of the Meander 
River had burst. Thirty-eight horses were evacuated in the early hours of the morning 

 
37 National Trust letter to Council 4 Nov 1982; Western Tiers, 29 September 1998, p. 9.  
38 ‘Council to cost stable works’, Western Tiers, 22 March 1984, p. 9.  
39 Western Tiers, 23 Nov 1995, p. 42. 
40 Geoff Woods, ‘Racecourse Closure?’, Western Tiers, 20 May 1997, p. 3. 
41 Western Tiers, 19 November 1996, p. 39.  
42 Western Tiers, 29 September 1998, p. 9.  
43 ‘Funding boost for Turf Club’, Western Tiers, 01 July 2002, p.21.  
44 Shae Johnson, Western Tiers, 15 April 2003, p. 22. 
45 Ibid. 
46 The Mercury, 23 April 2003, p. 48.  
47 The Mercury, 23 April 2003, p. 48.  
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and the stables had been submerged in 3m of water.48 The Deloraine Racecourse was 
almost completely submerged with the water peaking over its gorse hedge steeples.49 
Though extensive works were undertaken to repair the track there was too much 
damage to the course and buildings for the site to be considered safe. The 2006 the 
Easter Monday meeting was instead held at the Longford Racecourse.50 The site was 
considered unsafe for racing by the peak body, TasRacing.51 
 
 

  
 

Photos of the last races 28th March 2005 - Courtesy Go 

Racing Tasmania Facebook Page, Tassie Tracks of the Past 
 

   

 
In 2007 the Tasmanian Thoroughbred Racing Council announced that jumps racing 
had been removed from the Tasmanian racing calendar due to the reliance on 
interstate involvement and it was no longer economically viable.52 This meant that the 
last steeplechase race was run at the Deloraine Racecourse in 2005. The Deloraine 
Racecourse received funding in 2007 and 2009 to improve training facilities at the 
site. By 2013 the Racecourse was only being used by one trainer (Terry Roles) and 
the Deloraine Racecourse Management Committee was managing the upgrades and 
maintenance to the site but it had been running at a loss.53 A 12-month lease was 
issued to the trainer still using the site and a ‘Deloraine Outline Development Plan’ 
was undertaken before a decision was made on the site. In 2022 discussions about 
repurposing the site began with the community encouraged to make suggestions of 
project aimed at bringing new life back to Deloraine Racetrack.54 
 

Key People: 
This is not an exhaustive list of all significant people: 
Racing was firmly established at Deloraine by 1874 when the Deloraine Turf Club was 
formed with John Field as president, Major Caleb J L Smith as Secretary and Daniel D 
Griffin. The rules of the club were re-drafted in 1881. 

 
48 Examiner, 31 Aug 2005, p. undisclosed.  
49 Examiner, 3 Sept 2005, p. 19.  
50 ‘Deloraine gets hope for track restoration’, Examiner, 9 Feb 2007, p.?, accessed Newsbank.  
51 Examiner, 14 Aug 2013.  
52 Examiner, 17 May 2007, p. 42.  
53 Examiner, 14 Aug 2013.  
54 Examiner, 30 Aug 2022, p. 5.  



 

Heritage Impact Review/Assessment – Deloraine Racecourse  March 2023 

Gayle Plunkett Architect           P a g e  | 13 

John T Field (son of John Field) of "Calstock," served 61 years on the committee. The 
field family were heavily involved in establishing racing in Deloraine and horse 
breeding. 

George Bennett served 47 years. 

Among those who gave many years' service include: James Beveridge, John Flynn,J. 
B. Sullivan, R. C. Grubb, W. N. Cresswell, Robert Horne, T. F. Jardine, James Tuthill, 

J. R. Alcock, W. Fair, Arthur Collins, A. J. Atkins, W. A. Skirving, E. J. Bonney and W. 
Lindsay Field.  

Mr. E. T. McMahon completed nearly 54 years' service, which included gate official, 

course office clerk, clerk of scales, and totalisator checker. 
Geoffrey Woods received the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) in 2003 for his 
service to the community through cultural, heritage, service and sporting 
organisations, and to local government. He was a member of the Deloraine Turf Clubs 
and the president of the Deloraine National Trust, as well as being involved in other 
organisations.55 

Richard Learoyd was the secretary for 46 years from 1896 till 1941 which were the 
most progressive period in the club's history.56 During his time as secretary he had a 
complete organisation, and the same oversight of even the smallest details Is found 
every year and assisted with developing the club and bringing Deloraine to 
prominence withing the racing world.57 

Mr. A. R. Cooke served the club as a committeeman and in other spheres. He was 
involved with the club for a long period of service. 

 
Terry Roles with jockey David Pires (his 

wife Rosanne in the background) – 

Devonport 2021  

– Courtesy TasRacing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry Roles, Trainer, was one of the state’s best and most successful trainers. He 

trained more than 100 feature race winners out of his Deloraine stables that were 
located on the defunct Deloraine Racecourse. He was inducted into the Tasmanian 
Racing Hall of Fame in 2020. Whilst most winners came from flat racing, his former 

star jumper Inchgower he considered the best horse he had trained.58 He retired from 
full-time training in 2012 but continued part-time. Terry passed away in 2021. 
Another family prominent in the district in relation to horse and greyhound racing was 
the Eade/Gerrard Family. From Fred Eade (blacksmith) through to great grandson 
Stephen Gerrard (horse racing and greyhound trainer) the connection has remained 
strong.59  And, significant to the family are the gates to the Turf Club which were built 
by Stephen’s uncle, Cobber Eade. Fred’s wife, Lila, attended the races into old age. 
 
 

 
55 Mercury, 9 June 2003, p. 8.  
56 ‘100 years of Racing at Deloraine’, Advocate, 2 April 1953, p. 8 
57 Races at Deloraine 70 years ago’, Examiner, 3 October 1936, p.13.  
58 Tasmanian Racing News, 25 June 2021 
59 Four Generations of Deloraine’s Racing History, Meander Valley Gazette, Sept 2020. 
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Fred Eade, blacksmith and trainer of trotters, and, his wife Lillian (Lila) Eade in 1909 and Mrs Eade 

celebrating 100 yrs at the Deloraine Races in 1984 – Photos Courtesy MVG Sept 2020 

Stephen’s mother, Gayle, met his father, Mal Gerrard (a jockey from NSW) at the 
Deloraine Easter Races. Mal retired as a jockey and became a trainer, who 
coincidentally mentored Terry Roles when Terry was young. Mal’s stables were down 

near the football ground and were once 
washed away in one of the large flood events 
through Deloraine, and rebuilt. In 1972 Ebon 
Beat, trained by Mal, won the Easter Monday 
Grand National Steeple Chase at Deloraine. 
After Terry Roles gave up horse racing, 
Stephen moved on to greyhound racing. 
 

   
 

 

Gayle and Stephen Gerrard – Photo Courtesy MVG Sept 

2020 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Long term members of the Meander Turf Club include members of the original 
committee, Messrs. H. Lane, of Devonport, and A. Tuthill.  Also, W G. Fitzpatrick was 
a member of the first committee and secretary of the club from 1902 until 1936. His 
daughter, Miss Mary Fitzpatrick assisted him and took over from him and was for a 
time the only woman secretary of a racing club in Australia.60  
 

 
60 Races at Deloraine 70 years ago’, Examiner, 3 October 1936, p.13. 
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Key Carnivals: 

In 1875 the race called the Deloraine Handicap was first run. It was then one of the 
principal events of the state and later became known as the Deloraine Cup.  
1915 = The first Grand National Hurdles was run by the club and continued on the 
Easter Monday program until 1935. It was revived again in 1945. 
 

 

Deloraine Racecourse Steeple Chase Racing – Pre 1914 – Folk Museum Collection  
(Original Grandstand) 

 

 
Deloraine Racecourse from Photo Album – Post 1916 – Libraries Tasmania Archives 

(Replacement version of the grandstand with towers at corners) 
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Timeline of events: 
Key points, Key dates, important events, developments: 

 

Year Event Reference 

1832 Land granted to Lieutenant Pearson 

Foote, named Alveston 

  

1841 Land brought by James McArthur  ‘Land at Deloraine’, 
Daily Telegraph, 9 
March 1906, p. 7 

1843 Land brought by John Bonney  ‘Land at Deloraine’, 

Daily Telegraph, 9 
March 1906, p. 7 

1853 First Race at ‘Alveston Estate’   ‘100 years of Racing 
at Deloraine’, 
Advocate, 2 April 
1953, p. 8 

1874 Establishment of the Deloraine Turf Club,  ‘To The Westward’, 
Ian Terry and 

Kathryn Evans, Oct 
2004, p. 79 

1875 Deloraine Handicap was first run 
(renamed the Deloraine Cup in 1904). 
First won by John Field’s horse, 
Westbrook 

  

1883 The club revived the Tasmanian Derby at 
the 1883 meeting. 

‘100 years of Racing 
at Deloraine’, 
Advocate, 2 April 
1953, p. 8. 

1885/86  Deloraine Municipal Council brought land 

for the Deloraine Recreation Grounds 

‘Deloraine Municipal 

Council’, The 
Tasmanian, 11 Apr 
1885, p.14  

1889 Deloraine Municipal Council leases 
Recreation Grounds to the Deloraine Turf 
Club. Wooden grandstand built 

‘100 years of Racing 
at Deloraine’, 
Advocate, 2 April 
1953, p. 8 

1890 First meeting at the Deloraine Race 
Course 

 

1906 The Deloraine Turf club introduces the 
Tasmanian Grand National Steeplechase.  

100 years of Racing 
at Deloraine’, 
Advocate, 2 April 
1953, p. 8. 

1914 Wooden grandstand destroyed by 
accidental fire 

Daily Telegraph, 31 
Dec 1914, p. 4  

1915 Grand National Hurdle race decided at 

Deloraine 

Examiner, 10 Feb, 

1953, p.14. 

1916 New concrete grandstand built and used 
during the Grand National Meeting 

Examiner, 12 Aug 
1916, p. 4. 

1921 Deloraine Easter Monday tote turnover 
sets a record for any Australian country 
club 

Examiner, 10 Feb, 
1953, p.14. 

1928 Log and Post-and-rail fences on 
Steeplechase course replaced by sod and 
live gorse. 

Examiner, 10 Feb, 
1953, p.14. 
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1942 No racing at Deloraine. The course had 

been acquired for the use of the Army 
under National Security Regulations. 

Examiner, 10 Feb, 

1953, p.14. 

1953 Centenary of the Deloraine Turf Club 
celebrated on the 6th April.  

Examiner, 10 Feb, 
1953, p.14. 

1996 - 1998 Annual flooding damages racecourse Western Tiers, 29 
September 1998, 

p.1 

2003 Deloraine Turf Club merged with the 
Tasmanian Turf Club 

Western Tiers, 15 
April 2003, p. 22 

2003 Historic Easter Monday meeting to 
celebrate 150th anniversary of the 
Deloraine Turf Club 

Western Tiers, 15 
April 2003, p.22.  

2005 Last Grand National Steeplechase run at 
the Deloraine Racecourse. 
Last race run 28 March. 

Examiner, 17 May 
2007, p. 42 

2005 Floods damage the course Examiner, 31 Aug 
2005 

2007 The Tasmanian Thoroughbred Racing 
Council  announced that jumps racing 

had been axed from the Tasmanian 
racing calendar 

Examiner, 17 May 
2007, p. 42. 

2013 Only one trainer using facilities at the site Examiner, 14 Aug 

2013. 

2014 Deloraine Racecourse closed Examiner, 14 Aug 
2013 

2022 Discussions to repurpose the site Examiner, 30 Aug 
2022, p. 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View of Quamby Bluff across the Meander River, with Racecourse in the foreground and original (Pre 

1914) Grandstand – Libraries Tasmania Archives – AUTAS001139610281-P13 
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Detail view of the Racecourse from Photo of Deloraine, by Huxley and King –1921  

– Libraries Tasmania Archives - QVM1991_P_1472 

4.3 Description:  

The Deloraine Racecourse has not been utilised as a racetrack since about 2005. The 
course contains major infrastructure for flat racing and some remaining gorse and sod 
jumps for steeplechase racing. The main current occupants of the area are the 
Deloraine Football Club and TasWater. 

The area contains essentially: 

• entry gates, and, significant trees at the entry and near the betting booths; 
• flat/graded grass racetrack with associated fencing and starter’s elevated 

platforms (2 found); 
• seven (7) gorse jumps in various states of repair; 
• toilet facilities with some dating from about the early 20thC (mentioned in 1935 

letters); 
• main administration building dating from the Federation period; 
• dining and bar areas that date from a similar period. Concealed behind a 

deteriorating wall is a brick chimney and holes over fireplaces for coppers 

(anecdotally noted from a former racegoer as ‘for the hot dogs’); 
• betting booths and covered/shaded area; 
• grandstand with jockey changing facilities underneath; 

• an attached race official’s office with weigh-in area; 
• stables and a lunging round yard; 
• AFL oval and club rooms; and, 
• TasWater ponds. 
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4.4 Condition and Integrity:  

Whilst the key uses of the area are now an AFL football ground and TasWater 
infrastructure area, the racecourse is still distinctly visible and recognisable as a 
racetrack. A running/walking zone along the original track is another use and a road 
connection to the furthest parts of the site is evident.  The main road access is most 
heavily used to the football area with the other access road less used. 

The entrance to the Racecourse is in poor condition with one gate missing and the 
other left open and in poor condition. The major trees inside the entry appear to be in 
good condition but an arborists report would be needed to verify the exact condition 
and potential longevity of the trees. Trees between the tote/betting booths and the 
grandstand were planted at a later time and are in good condition.  In 2016, during an 

inspection of the Racecourse for a Giant Steps proposal, a memorial plaque for 
Isyabell Ann Weir 1914-2010 was fixed to one tree – this appears now to be missing. 
Photographic evidence does remain. 

The Racecourse has become overgrown at times with mowing of the most overgrown 
areas being done as required to maintain the grassed areas in fair condition. 
 

The most prominent, and exposed, steeplechase hedges (3) have been kept in a fair 
to good condition whilst the other four (4) are in poor condition. The inside railing has 

deteriorated considerably with paint peeling and a number of railings and posts fallen 
down or missing. The fence to the outer side is in better condition but is still in a state 
of some disrepair. 

The remaining buildings from roughly the early Federation period (1890-1915), for the 
oldest sections, to 20thC sections have been greatly altered over many years. They 

have deteriorated considerably since 2016 (photos held by GPA) with vandalism being 
a major issue. Asbestos was identified within the buildings and removed by Council 
contractor, but, remnants from the removal process may remain. The covered area is 
in good condition. The grandstand has been condemned by Council with concrete 
spalling being the major problem. The change rooms under are also in poor condition. 

The stables and greyhound shed are more modern and are in good condition. As is the 
lunging round yard located near the existing pond. 

The AFL clubhouse and grounds are kept in good condition despite being flooded.  The 
most recent being in 2022 and previously 1996-98, 2005 and 2016. 

The turf/grass areas in the river flats area have been greatly affected by the flooding 
and water movement and subsequent vehicular traffic whilst the ground was soft. The 
river flat area track and grassed areas are very uneven for any form of traffic – 
vehicle or foot. 

5.0 Impact on Cultural Significance. 

5.1  Impact Assessment Framework 

Application of the ICOMOS Australia Burra Charter process (accepted philosophy for 
conservation) involves understanding the significance of a place, developing 

policy to manage that significance (through a Conservation Management Plan or 
Heritage Management Plan) and then to manage the place according to those 

policies (with review where appropriate).   

A document by GHD in 2010 that was provided for the Deloraine Wastewater 
Treatment Plant application allows for reference to significance already documented.  

Refer to attached Section 5 extract – GHD HIA 2010 Extract - Significance. However, 
since that report was done a number of lightweight structures have been removed. 

Using the Burra Charter as a guide the following levels of significance can be more 
simply assigned to various elements of the Deloraine Racecourse (excluding AFL 
grounds/clubhouse and the sewerage infrastructure): 
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Exterior/Grounds: 

Racetrack – delineation of the track line/extent via fencing locations  1 (high) 
Track grading and grass/turf       1 (high) 
Steeplechase gorse and sod hedges      1 (high) 
Significant trees and vegetation       1 (high) 
Remnants of Entry Gates        1 (high) 

Starter platforms         2 (med) 
Main building complex (toilets, offices, bar, dining, betting booths) 2 (med) 

           to 3(low) 

Covered/shaded area         3 (low) 
Grandstand and Official’s Office 2 (med) 

           to 3(low) 
Greyhound Shed and Stables  3 (low) 
Lunging (round) yard (near pond)       3 (low) 

Interior: 

Overall significance inclusive of changes to all buildings   2 (med) 
                                                                                                        to 3(low) 
NOTE: The following internal spaces and elements or artefacts are noted 
specifically as having heritage significance at a 1 (high) level – chimney and copper 
tub fireplaces; jockey scales (one or two sets – confirmation awaited). 

 

5.2 Assessment of Heritage Impact 

The proposed works will be described in further detail in this section. Minor works 
would be within the bounds of work which could normally be covered by a General 
Exemption Certificate. The exceptions being the demolition works proposed for the 

majority of the buildings and the new works impacting the delineation of the race 
track and the steeplechase hedges. 

The following points have been considered in assessing the possible heritage impact 

arising from the proposed development as outlined in 3.0 The Proposed Works, 
against the principles of the Burra Charter and determination of levels of significance 
in 5.1. Where relevant, regard has been given to guideline documents such as 
Tasmanian Heritage Council Research, Works and Conservation Guidelines and 
Practice Notes when considered appropriate.61 
 

5.2.1 General Works to the Deloraine Racecourse 
In order to review/assess the proposal in a sequence which makes for easier reading 
the following sections have generally been taken in order from the main entry to the 

site and addressed as elements and areas following the proposed new road through 
the site. 
  

Entry gates 

Whilst not imposing, the entry, with the gate(s), delineates the true entry to the 
significant place. One gate remains in-situ with the other having been removed from 
the site some years ago.  How the gate can be reused and the original entry location 
expressed in the landscape design would need to be further explored and detailed. 
Consideration must be given to replacing the missing gate with one matching the 
remaining gate design and with ‘Deloraine’ as the word part.  

Total removal of the remaining gate (particularly) is considered inappropriate. The 
posts could be replaced with ‘like for like’ and the access made wider. The gates could 
be pinned open at the widened entry point, but, located at the existing line. It cannot 

be expressed enough that these gates, whilst 20thC, signify the importance of the site 
and the sense of arrival for a day of social and racing activity. 

 
61 http://www.heritage.tas.gov.au/useful-resources/publications 
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 Remaining gate at Entry – GPA Photo 2016 

 

Impact on original/significant fabric and aesthetics, considering the significance 
levels as noted in 5.1 for the gates and total removal be considered, is assessed as 

being high.  
Impact, should the remaining gate be restored, a replica of the other made, and, 
gate posts spaced to suit new road width, is assessed as being moderate. 
 

Significant Trees – Entry and Main Public Area 

It is noted that the existing trees inside the entry have been noted to be retained. 
This retention should be extended to the trees planted between the betting booths 
and grandstand.  It would also be important to reinstate the missing dedication plaque 
to ‘Isyabell Ann Weir 1914-2010’ on the tree closest to the booths. 
 

  
Significant trees at the entry to the Racecourse – GPA Photo 2016 

 

 
Tribute plaque to Isyabell Weir – GPA Photo 2016, Missing 2023 
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Impact on original/significant trees and aesthetics, considering the significance 
levels as noted in 5.1 for the trees and should total removal be considered for any of 
the trees noted above, is assessed as being high.  
 

Proposed Demolition Works 

The collection of buildings in an ‘L’ shape consist of officials’ office, toilet facilities, race 
administration building, dining and bar areas, further toilet facilities and the betting 
booths. These buildings can be dated from a period prior to 1921 generally with work 
having been carried out over a number of decades to infill gaps between the buildings, 
update and improve the facilities.  The buildings have had asbestos identified within 
them with removal having taken place.  However, the buildings have asbestos signs 
remaining as fragments and dust remain. Being unoccupied for many years, 
vandalism and lack of maintenance have deteriorated them significantly.  This 
deterioration has increased significantly since 2016.  Consideration by previous 
potential tenants placed rectification works around $400,000 which would have 

provided only cosmetic repair and upgrade for occupancy. This would now be more in 
the vicinity of $550,000 to $650,000 in the current construction cost period.  Even if 
restored (partially) tenants would need to be found to occupy the buildings.  The 

possibility of this could be very limited. 
The grandstand and officials’ office are renovated, reroofed and part new structures 
built where the original 19thC grandstand generally stood (the location has some 
significance), and, they also require considerable repairs and maintenance.  The 
grandstand particularly is in very poor condition and as noted in ‘Condition’ has been 
condemned. 
Public access to any of these buildings, without major repairs and maintenance would 

be considered a major safety hazard. 
Whilst not specifically shown it is assumed that the modern greyhound shed and 
stables would be demolished to provide space for the carpark. The lunging yard would 

appear to be located where paths and parking are proposed near the pond. These 
buildings and yard are modern and do represent an important reminder as part of 
racing that occurred on this site, however, they have lower significance as modern 
elements. 

  
Buildings at the Racecourse – GPA Photo 2016 

 

Impact on original/significant fabric and aesthetics, considering the significance 
levels as noted in 5.1 for the buildings shown to be demolished, is assessed as 

being moderately low.  
 

The Racetrack and Hedges 

By far the most important remnants of steeple chase racing, flat racing and 
greyhound racing in Deloraine are the track, track fencing (particularly the timber rail 
fencing) and gorse hedges.  These are the elements and infrastructure that very 
clearly define the course and its history within racing in Tasmania. 
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The form of the track remains and whilst the flat areas have been churned up with 
vehicles running over the car tracks and remaining grass after heavy rain and flooding 
the track itself is clearly evident.  Inner rails do not remain around the football 
buildings and parking, but, remain along a significant length of the track.  The outer 
line of the track is also clearly evident with part fencing and limit of flat area.  Some 
fencing would have been washed away over successful flooding events, particularly 

along the river edge.  The timber rail/fence is in various states of disrepair but is 
simple element to repair and replicate where required. 
 

 
General view of the fence, track and buildings – GPA Photos 2023. 

 
North western side fencing in poor repair – GPA Photos 2023 
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Impact on original/significant fabric and aesthetics, considering the significance 
levels as noted in 5.1 for the track flats and track timber rails should any sections of 
development causing removal be considered, is assessed as being high.  
 

The gorse steeple chase hedges are another highly significant feature of the race 
course. Seven (7) hedges remain in-situ.  The three (3) on the southern side of the 
track, and closest to the viewing hill, are in good condition and could be restored quite 
readily. Two along the eastern side of the track are in fair condition and the remaining 
two (2) closest to the river are in poor condition.  These last four could be restored 
with carefully managed replanting, removal of rogue plants, and, trimming/shaping. 
 

  
 

 
The three (3) gorse steeple chase fences on southern side of the track – GPA Photos 2023 

 

  
The two (2) gorse steeple chase fences on eastern side of the track – GPA Photos 2023 
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The two (2) gorse steeple chase fences on north western side of the track – GPA Photos 2023 

Impact on original/significant hedges and aesthetics, considering the 
significance levels as noted in 5.1 for the gorse steeple chase hedges should any 
sections of development causing removal be considered, is assessed as being high.  
 

At the northern end and southern end galvanised starter stands remain intact.  Whilst 
a modern element they are important as indicators of race start locations.  They will 
become more fragile over time and maintenance must be considered to keep them in 
very good condition should the public ascend them. 
 

  
The two (2) starter stands – GPA Photos 2023 

 
Impact on original/significant fabric and aesthetics, considering the significance 
levels as noted in 5.1 for the starter stands should removal be considered, is 
assessed as being moderately high.  
 

5.2.2 Deloraine Racecourse Loose Elements 
Noted previously and assessed in 5.1 are the chimney and copper tub fireplaces which 
were within the dining area, and, the jockey scales which were within the officials’  

office next to the grandstand in 2016. They are quite significant and retrievable 
elements should be retained for exhibition in the Deloraine Folk Museum (as per the 
one set of scales which are currently on exhibition there). It is to be confirmed if this 
set is that which were in the official’s office in 2016 or a second set. The chimneys and 
copper tub fireplaces should be fully documented (photographic and measure) and 
some history researched for them. It has been anecdotally noted that the coppers 
were where the hotdog sausages were heated through. 
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Impact on original/significant fabric, considering the significance levels as noted 
in 5.1 for these artifacts/elements demolished or lost from view or stolen, is 
assessed as being high.  

 

It is recommended that:  
1. A full photographic record be made of the exterior and interior of the buildings 

to be demolished before works commence. Particular attention must be paid to 
photographing details of anything specific which currently remain intact 
internally; 

2. Movable objects/relics which remain, or may remain but currently concealed, 
are to labelled and stored for reference and future research and exhibition; 

3. A landscape specialist, in conjunction with advice from grounds staff at other 
steeple chase racetracks, prepare a report and maintenance schedule for 
restoration of the gorse and sod steeple chase hedges; 

4. The developed design for the redevelopment of the racecourse address the 
remaining hedges more specifically in the design. The north western side 
particularly requires attention to maintaining the line of the inner timber rail 
and the hedges with the walking tracks/pathways winding through the area; 

5. The starters stands’ current location be maintained, or, some markers with 
relevant information about the stands replace them, should safety be a 
concern; 

6. Story boards (or QR code links) of the racetrack history and photos be 
incorporated into the design; 

7. Relics uncovered during earthworks, demolition, or, new works should be 
labelled with the location in which they were found and be retained for further 
investigation; 

8. Should an area of numerous relics be exposed during excavations an 
archaeologist should be engaged to ascertain relevance to the site and any 
evidence of past buildings, occupation, etc. 

 
In summary:  

It must be noted that it is imperative that the original/existing gorse hedges and 
timber rails, and, key elements which contribute the significance of the place are 
carefully kept intact and in good condition.  To do otherwise would be measured as 
being irresponsible and disrespectful in heritage terms. 
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6.0 Appendices. 

 
The following are attached as the Appendices: 

 
ARTAS Drawing: 

Drawing – A101-1 Concept Plan 18-10-2022 

GPA Drawings:   

Drawing – DR-23.01 – SK.01 A 

Drawing – DR-23.01 – SK.02 A 

Reports:   

2010-04_GHD Draft Heritage Assessment 

2010-04_GHD Draft Landscape Assessment 

GHD HIA 2010 Extract - Significance 

Photographs:   

Refer to following pages for some additional photographs held by GPA from 2016 and 
2023. 

 

 

Views of the track near first three hedges on south side. 
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Views of the track near next two hedges on east side. 
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View of the track near northern starter stand. 

 

View of the track on north western side hedges. 

  

Views of the buildings on south side. 
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View from trees at entry over the racecourse. 

 

View of the buildings on south side. 
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Views of the buildings on south side. 
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Views of the buildings on south side. 
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Views of the buildings on south side. 

 

View of the building in past years – Late 20thC. 
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Betting booths, significant trees and grandstand. 

 

Grandstand (modern variation to sides and modern roof). 
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General views of the racecourse. 

 

Starters stand near entry to football grounds. 


