
 
 
 
 

 

ORDINARY AGENDA 
 

 

 

 

COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Tuesday 13 February 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COUNCIL MEETING VISITORS 
 

 

Visitors are most welcome to attend Council meetings. 

 

Visitors attending a Council Meeting agree to abide by the following rules:- 

 

 Visitors are required to sign the Visitor Book and provide their name and full 

residential address before entering the meeting room. 

 

 Visitors are only allowed to address Council with the permission of the 

Chairperson. 

 

 When addressing Council the speaker is asked not to swear or use 

threatening language. 

 

 Visitors who refuse to abide by these rules will be asked to leave the meeting 

by the Chairperson. 

 

 
 

SECURITY PROCEDURES 
 

 Council staff will ensure that all visitors have signed the Visitor Book. 

 

 A visitor who continually interjects during the meeting or uses threatening 

language to Councillors or staff, will be asked by the Chairperson to cease 

immediately. 

 

 If the visitor fails to abide by the request of the Chairperson, the Chairperson 

shall suspend the meeting and ask the visitor to leave the meeting 

immediately. 

 

 If the visitor fails to leave the meeting immediately, the General Manager is 

to contact Tasmania Police to come and remove the visitor from the building. 

 

 Once the visitor has left the building the Chairperson may resume the 

meeting. 

 

 In the case of extreme emergency caused by a visitor, the Chairperson is to 

activate the Distress Button immediately and Tasmania Police will be called. 
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PO Box 102, Westbury, 

Tasmania, 7303 

 
 

 

 

Dear Councillors 

 

 

I wish to advise that an ordinary meeting of the Meander Valley Council will be 

held at the Westbury Council Chambers, 26 Lyall Street, Westbury, on Tuesday 13 

February 2018 at 1.30pm.  

 
Martin Gill 

GENERAL MANAGER 
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Agenda for an Ordinary Meeting of the Meander Valley Council to be held at the 

Council Chambers Meeting Room, 26 Lyall Street, Westbury, on Tuesday 13 February 

2018 at 1.30pm. 

 

 

PRESENT:  

 

 

APOLOGIES:  

 

 

IN ATTENDANCE:  

 

 

 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES: 
 

Councillor xx moved and Councillor xx seconded, “that the minutes of the 

Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 16 January, 2018, be received 

and confirmed.” 

 

 

 

COUNCIL WORKSHOPS HELD SINCE THE LAST MEETING: 
 

Date : Items discussed: 

23 January 2018 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Policy 67 – Personal Information Policy 

 Policy 81 – Social Media 

 Policy 37 – Vegetation Management 

 State Sports & Recreation Infrastructure Strategy – 

Discussion Paper 

 Council Community Forums 2018 

 Public Meeting – Westbury Recreation Ground 

Clubroom Development 

 A conversation with Cr Michael Kelly 
 

 

 

Evacuation and Safety:   

At the commencement of the meeting the Mayor will advise that, 

 Evacuation details and information are located on the wall to his right; 

 In the unlikelihood of an emergency evacuation an alarm will sound and evacuation wardens 

will assist with the evacuation.  When directed, everyone will be required to exit in an orderly 

fashion through the front doors and go directly to the evacuation point which is in the car-

park at the side of the Town Hall. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE MAYOR: 
 

Tuesday 23 January 2018 

Council Workshop 

 

Thursday 25 January 2018 

Australia Day Celebration 

 

Tuesday 30 January 2018 

Hanging of Jigsaw, Aged Care Deloraine 

 

Saturday 3 February 2018 

Official Opening “Tasmanian Love Stories exhibition”, Deloraine Creative Studios 

 

Monday 5 February 2018 

Ridley “ground breaking”, Valley Central 

 

Friday 9 February 2018 

TasWater Owners Representative Quarterly Briefing 

 

 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 
 

 

TABLING OF PETITIONS: 
 

 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 
General Rules for Question Time: 

 

Public question time will continue for no more than thirty minutes for ‘questions on notice’ and 

‘questions without notice’.  

 

At the beginning of public question time, the Chairperson will firstly refer to the questions on notice.  

The Chairperson will ask each person who has a question on notice to come forward and state their 

name and where they are from (suburb or town) before asking their question(s). 

 

The Chairperson will then ask anyone else with a question without notice to come forward and give 

their name and where they are from (suburb or town) before asking their question. 

 

If called upon by the Chairperson, a person asking a question without notice may need to submit a 

written copy of their question to the Chairperson in order to clarify the content of the question. 

 

A member of the public may ask a Council officer to read their question for them. 
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If accepted by the Chairperson, the question will be responded to, or, it may be taken on notice as a 

‘question on notice’ for the next Council meeting.  Questions will usually be taken on notice in cases 

where the questions raised at the meeting require further research or clarification.  These questions 

will need to be submitted as a written copy to the Chairperson prior to the end of public question 

time. 

 

The Chairperson may direct a Councillor or Council officer to provide a response. 

 

All questions and answers must be kept as brief as possible. 

 

There will be no debate on any questions or answers. 

 

In the event that the same or similar question is raised by more than one person, an answer may be 

given as a combined response. 

 

Questions on notice and their responses will be minuted. 

 

Questions without notice raised during public question time and the responses to them will not be 

minuted or recorded in any way with exception to those questions taken on notice for the next 

Council meeting. 

Once the allocated time period of thirty minutes has ended, the Chairperson will declare public 

question time ended.  At this time, any person who has not had the opportunity to put forward a 

question will be invited to submit their question in writing for the next meeting. 

 

Notes 

 Council officers may be called upon to provide assistance to those wishing to register a 

question, particularly those with a disability or from non-English speaking cultures, by typing 

their questions. 

 The Chairperson may allocate a maximum time for each question, depending on the 

complexity of the issue, and on how many questions are asked at the meeting.  The 

Chairperson may also indicate when sufficient response to a question has been provided. 

 Limited Privilege: Members of the public should be reminded that the protection of 

parliamentary privilege does not apply to local government, and any statements or 

discussion in the Council Chamber or any document, produced are subject to the laws of 

defamation. 

 

For further information please telephone 6393 5300 or visit www.meander.tas.gov.au 

 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 

1. PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE – JANUARY 2018 

 

 

2. PUBLIC QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE – FEBRUARY 2018 

 

 

3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE – FEBRUARY 2017 
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COUNCILLOR QUESTION TIME 
 

1. COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE – JANUARY 2018 

 

1.1 Cr Bob Richardson 

 

Some years ago, Council adopted a policy to act as a catalyst for development of 

education facilities in the eastern section of the municipality (the former Westbury 

municipal area). 

 

Principal amongst the aims of that policy were: 

- establishment of infant and primary school facilities at Hadspen; and 

- establishment of secondary (and post-secondary) facilities at, or near, 

Westbury 

 

(That policy did not include, but probably should have included a review of 

educational offerings at Blackstone and Prospect Vale, whose population far 

exceeds Penguin, New Norfolk, Bridgewater-Brighton, Smithton, Latrobe …. Yet the 

Education Department has no presence there!) 

 

What progress has Council made with the Tasmanian Education Department, 

particularly in relation to Council policy regarding Hadspen and, to a lesser extent, 

Westbury? 

 

Response by Martin Gill, General Manager 

At the Ordinary Council Meeting July 2013 Council considered a notice of 

motion from Councillor Bob Richardson: 

 

“that a working group be formed consisting of Council, community 

and Tasmanian Government representatives to progress the 

establishment of a school at Hadspen and in doing so, consider the 

impact this may have on schools in the area.” 

 

The motion was carried unanimously.   

 

Following the decision Council wrote to the then Minister for Education and 

Skills the Hon. Nick McKim MP inviting him and representatives from the 

Department of Education to a meeting to `progress’ the Council decision. 

 

The Minister acknowledged the letter stating that he was seeking ‘advice on 

the matters raised’ and would write to the Mayor as soon as possible. 

 

No correspondence was received prior to the 2014 State Government Election. 
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Following the State Government Election in 2014 the Hon. Jeremy Rockliff MP 

assumed the role as the Minister for Education and training. Council secured a 

meeting with the Minister in late 2015.  

 

In January 2016 Cr Bob Richardson wrote to the General Manager seeking an 

update on the meeting and referencing the motion he put in July 2013. 

 

The former Director Economic Development and Sustainability provided the 

following advice: 

 

The initial meeting with the Minister was to clarify a process which 

would allow for Council to discuss and explore future education 

requirements for the Meander Valley LGA with the Education 

Department. 

 

Council was advised to work with the Deputy Secretary Corporate and Business 

Services at the Department of Education, Mr Rob Williams.  The former 

Director Economic Development and Sustainability made a number of 

attempts to secure a meeting, but unfortunately, was unable to do so.  

 

Council officers will write to the Department Secretary seeking to re-open 

discussions. 

 

1.2 Cr Bob Richardson 

 

1. Given the location of the demographic centres in the Meander Valley, and 

that in the extra-urban section of the municipality there are three approximately 

equal-sizes population centres (namely Deloraine, Westbury/Hagley and Hadspen) 

and that growth is likely to be concentrated in the area east of Westbury, would it 

not make sense to concentrate capital works (both local and state government’s) 

nearer the demographic centres? 

 

Response by Martin Gill, General Manager 

The concept of the demographic centre is an abstract one and highly 

dependent on which mathematical, spatial or statistical methodology is 

utilised. The demographic centre of Melbourne is about 120 metres west of the 

Glen Iris train station. Five years ago the demographic centre of Melbourne 

was in Ashburton about 3.5km to the south east. Because it is a conceptual 

construct a demographic centre is only one part of any analysis that would be 

utilised to make decisions about the best location for investment.  

 

Meander Valley is a good example of the limitations of nominating a 

demographic centre. The dispersal of population centres, the spatial and social 
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links to Launceston, the presence of a central infrastructure spine that 

facilitates easy movement, are all components that introduce complexity to the 

notion of a definable demographic centre.  

 

It is too simplistic to treat the Meander Valley local government area as an 

isolated whole and then determine where the infrastructure should go by 

nominating a demographic centre.    

 

Could also Council confirm that both Deloraine and Hadspen lie about 15 minutes 

travel from Westbury? 

 

Response by Martin Gill, General Manager 

Westbury to Hadspen – 21min 

Westbury to Deloraine – 19min 

 

2. In the past 20 or so years, Westbury and its surrounding postcode district has 

experienced significant private capital investment, including $35 to $40 million 

residential investment, massive manufacturing investment of tens, if not 100’s of 

millions of dollars, commercial renovations of $ millions. 

 

Is Council aware that this private investment in Westbury of hundreds of millions of 

dollars has remained largely totally unmatched by local and state governments? 

 

Response by Martin Gill, General Manager 

Council officers cannot confirm the exact amount of private investment over 

the 20 year period but it would be unusual to expect that government would 

match private investment amounts or that the level of private investment 

would be a framework for determining government grant distribution or use of 

Council resources. 

 

If the same logic to government funding was extended to Prospect Vale for 

instance, Council would be financially unsustainable within 12 months. 

 

Having said that, the State Government did contribute $500,000 towards the 

Valley Central Industrial Development in December 2010.  Council has 

provided support to private investment under Council Policies 76 (Industrial 

Land Development) and 86 (Industrial Development Incentive). Council has 

also incurred costs in facilitating private investment. 

 

 

In terms of capital investment in sporting, cultural and community infrastructure 

could Council confirm which was the last significant such Council investment in 

Westbury: 
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Was it the Westbury Sports Centre, about 45 to 50 years ago?  Or was it the Town 

Hall about 1933 (85 years ago)? 

 

Response by Jonathan Harmey, Director Corporate Services 

Council undertakes significant upgrade and renewal of community 

infrastructure works in the functions of roads, bridges and stormwater each 

year.  

 

The most recent significant investment in sporting, cultural and community 

building infrastructure is the Public Toilets, Bus Shelter & BBQ projects at the 

Westbury Recreation Ground with a current cost of $181,862 being completed 

in 2018. The most recent before this was a significant upgrade of the Westbury 

Historical Society building with a cost of $125,507 which was completed in 

June 2011. 

 

With reference to the two buildings listed in the question, the Westbury Sports 

Centre has an estimated completion date of 1977, a major floor upgrade to the 

building occurred in 2002. The Westbury Town Hall has an estimated build 

date of 1933, with flooring/refurbishment work in 2011 and heating upgrades 

in 2016. 

 

1.3 Cr Bob Richardson 

 

Some time ago I requested that Council inform one of the demographic centres of 

 

a. the whole municipality, and 

b. the section of the municipality from Hadspen westwards. 

 

I have undertaken a (reasonably) objective analysis of population data and come to 

the conclusion that: 

 

i. Municipality’s demographic centre is likely to be about at the eastern end of 

Carrick 

ii. The demographic centre for the area Hadspen west is about Hagley. 

 

Could Council confirm that this is near to being accurate. 

 

Response by Martin Gill - General Manager  

The accuracy would depend on the methodology used to determine the 

population centre. Assuming that the methodology used is the one dimensional 

median centre where the points to be halved are population aggregates the 
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demographic centre of Meander Valley would most likely be just west of 

Carrick. 

 

For the section of the municipality from Hadspen westwards: 

 Including Hadspen – near Exton 

 Excluding Hadspen- west of the Meander River in Deloraine  

 

If we use the point of minimum aggregate travel methodology, the point that 

minimises the sum of distances between the centre and all other points the 

demographic centre of Meander Valley would be somewhere along Sandy Lane 

just north west of the Meander Township. 

 

For the section of the municipality west of Hadspen the demographic centre 

would be somewhere near the corner of Chestnut Road and Creeleys Road in 

Western Creek. 

 

1.4 Cr Bob Richardson 

 

In about 2006, the grandstand at Westbury Recreation Ground was demolished by 

Council.  The area beneath the grandstand contained home and away team change 

rooms, including toilets and showers. 

 

It was stated that, at the time of demolition, the building with its attendant change 

room facilities (and score box) were no longer serviceable. 

 

An unofficial statement provided to me was that to replace that structure would 

have cost (about 10 years ago) about 1.4 to 2.0 million dollars. 

 

Can this be confirmed as a reasonable ball-park figure? 

 

Presumably the value of the structure had been depreciated to nil at the time of its 

demolition.  Should not this depreciation be allocated towards the proposed 

change room/community centre structure? 

 

Response by Jonathan Harmey, Director Corporate Services 

A building valuation completed 1 February 2005 provided an opinion that the 

replacement cost of the existing structure was $200,000 and the market value 

$45,000. Additional description of the condition at that time was “Grandstand 

is in poor order. In its present condition it is unsuitable for public use. The 

building needs extensive repairs to bring up to a suitable standard. It has not 

been used for many years.” 
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A reasonable ball-park figure for a replacement structure about ten years ago 

is unable to be estimated. Council officers were provided with an independent 

condition survey and structural assessment ten and a half years ago in June 

2007 which stated the grandstand could not be structurally certified either at 

that time, or reinstated to its original condition due to extensive concrete 

deterioration, failure of the wall and columns. The timber elements had 

suffered severe deterioration, dry rot and were unstable as a result. Council 

discussed the removal of the grandstand at the January 2008 meeting.  

 

Council first recognised depreciation in the 1993-94 financial year following 

the introduction of Australian Accounting Standard 27. Some depreciation 

would have been recognised on the building between 1994 and 2008. All of the 

specific details for the structure are not easily accessible, however, it is noted 

that $29,105 of depreciation expense was recognised for the grandstand for 

the seven years between 2002 and 2008.  The Market Value of $45,000 

provided in February 2005 was written down to nil following its removal in 

2008. 

 

1.5 Cr Bob Richardson 

 

It is noted in the Financial agenda item (January 2018) that our term deposits are 

allocated as follows: 

- in AA rated institutions 37% 

- in A-rated institutions 23% 

- in BBB rated institutions 34% 

- in unrated institutions 5% 

 

ie. in institutions rated less than AA, 63%. 

 

It is acknowledged that the Australian Commonwealth Government has various 

guarantees in place.  However can this, or will this continue, particularly given the 

Coalition’s performance in the past three years by trebling our debt? 

 

Response by Jonathan Harmey, Director Corporate Services 

Council officers place term deposits according to Council Policy 71 (Investment 

of Surplus Council Funds). There are some guarantees in place by the 

Australian Commonwealth Government Financial Claims Scheme for 

authorised deposit-taking institutions. The Scheme is currently in place and we 

have no indication of the Government policy in the future. 

 

Could Council please advise what is meant by the institutional ratings of AA, BBB, A 

and not rated?  And who provides these ratings? 
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Response by Jonathan Harmey, Director Corporate Services 

Institutional ratings are an indication of the credit risk of a prospective debtor. 

Ratings are assigned by credit rating agencies such as Standard & Poor’s, 

Moody’s and Fitch. AA, A, BBB and NR (Not Rated) are all long-term credit 

ratings; the following table provides additional description for each: 

 

Category Definition 

AA The obligor's capacity to meet its financial commitments on the 

obligation is very strong. 

A The obligator is somewhat more susceptible to the adverse effects 

of changes in circumstances and economic conditions than 

obligations in higher-rated categories. However, the obligor's 

capacity to meet its financial commitments on the obligation is 

still strong. 

BBB The obligator exhibits adequate protection parameters. However, 

adverse economic conditions or changing circumstances are more 

likely to weaken the obligor's capacity to meet its financial 

commitments on the obligation. 

NR This indicates that no rating has been requested, or that there is 

insufficient information on which to base a rating. 

 

 

1.6 Cr Bob Richardson 

 

Frequently in Council discussions the word “community” is mentioned.  And 

“vibrant” communities. 

 

A commonly held view is that communities are groups of people in a particular area 

who work together/interact in the employment, cultural, social, recreational and 

other activities –from cradle to grave. 

 

Does Council have such a definition of “community”? 

 

Response by Martin Gill - General Manager  

In 2013 Council adopted Not a Spectator Sport, A Community Development 

Framework. The document includes the following statement: 

Community is a familiar term that has many complex meanings. For the 

purposes of this paper it can be expressed as ‘interrelating people of all ages 

living in the same locality under the same government’ 

 

Page 4 of the document includes a number of concepts that complement our 

understanding of vibrant communities including but not limited to: 

 Social capital  - networks and shared values 
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 Community engagement – active participation and collaboration 

 Community capacity-building – strengthening of skills  

 Sustainable communities – economically, environmentally and socially 

healthy and resilient 

 

Communities (of various sizes) also commonly have, or need facilities to enable 

interactions.  Such facilities include educational, health (including government and 

private), emergency response/safety facilities (including police, SES, ambulance), 

recreational and cultural/social facilities, and so on. 

 

Will Council initiate a Council workshop to prepare a discussion document for 

consideration by ratepayers to assist future planning at local, municipal and state 

levels? 

 

Response by Martin Gill, General Manager 

Council has already begun this work; during 2017 Council had three workshops 

focused on preparing an understanding of each of the local communities by 

undertaking: 

 A review of population  and population changes 

 A review of capital expenditure in each settlement 

 An audit of existing facilities in each settlement including government, 

private, recreational and safety 

 

This work forms the basis of a discussion document. 

 

1.7 Cr Bob Richardson 

 

Early in 2017 Council officers estimated that the cost of building the Alveston Drive 

facility would be in the order of $4.5 million. 

 

Could that be confirmed? 

 

Does that facility have heating and cooling facilities including in the basketball 

courts section? 

 

Response by Martin Gill, General Manager 

The Herron Todd White building valuation report from July 2014 indicated 

that the building replacement costs for the Alveston Drive complex would be 

approximately $4.6M, excluding the sports stadium timber flooring which is 

valued as a separate asset at approximately $260K. 

 

The Complex has heating and cooling with the exception of the basketball 

courts. 
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1.8 Cr Bob Richardson 

 

May I quote from the Deloraine and Districts Recreation Study on page 377 of the 

documentation: 

 

“Meander Valley has a population just under 20,000 people, which is largely 

static in growth.   The bulk of the local population is within the eastern part 

of the municipality with the ability to access a diverse range of quality 

sporting, recreation and community facilities within the City of Launceston”. 

 

The implication is clear – that Council should concentrate upon Deloraine and let 

Launceston look after the cost! 

 

If ever there was an argument for a municipal boundary adjustment, this is it! 

 

Is this what the Meander Valley municipality wants?  ie. to include Hadspen, 

Blackstone and Prospect Vale in Launceston? 

 

That is what the Deloraine community seem to want.  Or is it that they only want the 

area of Meander Valley to the east of Deloraine to remain in the Meander Valley so 

they can obtain subsidies from those ratepayers? 

 

Response by Martin Gill, General Manager 

 

I cannot speak on behalf of the community but the ideas that you have raised 

were not part of any discussion during the preparation of the Deloraine and 

Districts Recreation Feasibility Study.  

 

1.9 Cr Bob Richardson 

 

There are some population centres, which have sporting facilities for locals to use; 

some of those communities also have secondary schools which commonly have 

many sporting facilities.  There are some communities often of similar size, or larger, 

which have neither. 

In relation to Westbury and netball facilities, there are neither. 

 

About two (or three?) years ago an approach was made by the Meander Valley Suns 

Football and Netball Club, which has established netball teams but still has no 

netball facilities.  I supported that approach – it seemed reasonable to support a 

community group but which clearly has a pressing need! 
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Could Council please advise progress on the matter of establishment of netball 

court(s)/facilities at Westbury?  If progress has not been made, can the Suns be 

guaranteed inclusion in the 2018/19 Financial Capital Works budget? 

 

Response by Martin Gill, General Manager 

In September 2016 the Director Infrastructure Services wrote to the Meander 

Valley Suns Football and Netball Club indicating that the club should work 

with the Recreation Coordinator to discuss ‘opportunities moving forward, with 

respect to short-term works, future capital works projects and how to take 

advantage of any external funding opportunities. 

 

During the following 12 months the Recreation Coordinator worked with the 

Meander Valley Suns Netball Club to secure access for training at the Westbury 

Sports Centre and further discussions about development of the club. 

 

In September 2017 the president of the Meander Valley Suns Netball Club met 

with the Recreation Coordinator to discuss the club’s plans for 2018. At that 

point the Meander Valley Suns Netball Club indicated: 

 That the majority of players were coming from the eastern urban 

areas end of Meander Valley  

 They were planning to move their training and social base to 

Entally Lodge in Hadspen  

 That they were not expecting to continue the relationship with the 

Meander Valley Suns Football Club because the clubs were 

heading in different directions 

 

In early 2018 the clubs confirmed that they will not be merging and that the 

netball club had moved to Hadspen to use the indoor facilities at Entally 

Lodge. 
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Given the likelihood of residential developments at Hadspen in the near future, will 

Council include such similar facilities at Hadspen? 

 

Response by Martin Gill, General Manager 

As indicated in the previous response facilities are already available in 

Hadspen and the Meander Valley Suns Netball Club have established their 

base there. 

 

1.10 Cr Bob Richardson 

 

The Local Government Act (1993) outlines restrictions placed upon Councillors in 

regard to interest.  That interest refers to Councillors who have an interest in a 

matter and if so, including even signing petitions who may not be involved in 

discussions where they have an interest.   

 

Can Council confirm this to be the case? 

 

Response by Martin Gill, General Manager 

The requirements regarding Conflict of Interest for Councillors is set out in 

Section 48 of the Local Government Act 1993 (Act) and states: 

 

(1) A councillor must not participate at any meeting of a council, council 

committee, special committee, controlling authority, single authority or 

joint authority in any discussion, nor vote on any matter, in respect of 

which the councillor– 

(a) has an interest; or 

(b) is aware or ought to be aware that a close associate has an interest. 

 

 

1.11 Cr Andrew Connor 

 

City Deal - Today the Prime Minister has been in the state handing over funds for 

the Launceston City deal.  What projects, as part of this city deal will provide direct 

benefit or direct investment to Meander Valley given that almost half of the 

Council's residents live within the Launceston urban area? 

 

Response by Martin Gill, General Manager 

Meander Valley will benefit from a number of projects within the Launceston 

City Deal program; 

 The development of a Regional Economic Development Strategy – 

underway 

 The Tamar River Health Action Plan – which will include an investment 

plan to  support stock management initiative for farmers on the 
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Meander River that will improve river water quality – under 

development 

 The implementation of the LoRaWan network and installation of LoRa 

gateways in Deloraine and Westbury – underway 

 The Greater Launceston Transformation Project which includes: 

 Digital Spatial models of Meander Valley 

 People Movement Analytics 

 Digital opportunities for industry, e.g. Aged Care 

 Provision for a Smart Emergency Response system 

 

It might also be argued that Meander Valley Council benefits from projects 

that stimulate growth in Launceston because an expanded economic base 

provides more opportunities for the whole region. 

 

If there are no tangible projects nor direct investment in Meander Valley's urban 

areas, would you consider this a failure of the Federal and State Governments to 

involve Meander Valley Council or a failure of Council to proactively become 

involved in the deal and negotiate investment in our municipality? 

 

Response by Martin Gill, General Manager 

It is reasonable to say that Meander Valley Council, and for that matter West 

Tamar, George Town and Northern Midlands should have been invited to the 

table earlier.  The focus of the City Deal, however, were projects of a regional 

nature that were already in planning and development stages, such as the 

relocation of UTAS, the City Heart projects identified in the Greater Launceston 

Plan and the Launceston Sewerage Improvement Project. 

 

Commitments to jobs and skills, innovation and digital opportunities and 

governance and city planning within the City Deal program were always going 

to have a broader regional benefit that extend to the Meander Valley 

community. 
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2. COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE – FEBRUARY 2018 

 

Nil 

 

3. COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE – FEBRUARY 2018 

 

 

 

DEPUTATIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

 

 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS BY COUNCILLORS 
 

GOV 4 Extension to Meander Falls Road – Feasibility Study - Deputy Mayor 

Michael Kelly 
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CERTIFICATION 

 

 

“I certify that with respect to all advice, information or recommendation provided 

to Council with this agenda: 

 

1. the advice, information or recommendation is given by a person who has 

the qualifications or experience necessary to give such advice, information 

or recommendation, and 

 

2. where any advice is given directly to Council by a person who does not 

have the required qualifications or experience that person has obtained and 

taken into account in that person’s general advice the advice from an 

appropriately qualified or experienced person.” 

 

 
 

Martin Gill 

GENERAL MANAGER 

 

 

 

“Notes:  S65(1) of the Local Government Act requires the General Manager to 

ensure that any advice, information or recommendation given to the Council (or a 

Council committee) is given by a person who has the qualifications or experience 

necessary to give such advice, information or recommendation.  S65(2) forbids 

Council from deciding any matter which requires the advice of a qualified person 

without considering that advice.” 

 

COUNCIL MEETING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY 

 

The Mayor advises that for items C&DS 1 and INFRA 1 Council is acting as a 

Planning Authority under the provisions of the Land Use Planning and Approvals 

Act 1993. 
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C&DS 1  26 BLACKSTONE ROAD, BLACKSTONE HEIGHTS 

SUBDIVISION (2 LOTS) 

1) Introduction 

This report considers application PA\18\0125 for Subdivision (2 lots) on land 

located at 26 Blackstone Road, Blackstone Heights CT 27769/32. 

2) Background 

Applicant 

Woolcott Surveys 

Planning Controls 

The subject land is controlled by the Meander Valley Interim Planning 

Scheme 2013 (referred to in this report as the ‘Scheme’). 

Use & Development 

The proposal is to subdivide the land at 26 Blackstone Road in Blackstone 

Heights into 2 lots. Table 1 and Figure 1 below show the proposed layout 

and features.  

 

Lots Area (m2) Frontage (m) Feature 

1 2894 32.39 Contains a single dwelling and 

outbuilding 

2 2928 17.91 Vacant internal lot 

Table 1: subdivision features 

 

The land slopes down from Blackstone Road. The property contains a single 

dwelling and outbuilding. These buildings are located within proposed Lot 

1. Proposed Lot 2 is vacant land. Surrounding land is utilised for residential 

use (single dwellings).  

 

Lot 2 will require a new crossover to Blackstone Road. A few garden trees 

will need to be removed to accommodate the proposed crossover. The 

application included plans to demonstrate that Lot 2 future internal 

driveway would not impact on the open drain. Land to the rear of the 

property is gently sloping downwards towards the north-east.  
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There is an existing stormwater open drain along the western side boundary 

of the property. This is contained within an existing 5m wide drainage 

easement. The proposal includes a new 3m wide pipeline and services 

easement to connect the lots to an existing sewer line.  

 

 
Figure 1: proposed subdivision layout (Source: Woolcott Surveys) – detailed 

plans attached 
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Figure 2: aerial photo of subject land 

 

 

 
Photo 1: frontage to Lot 2 

 

Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 24



 
Photo 2: frontage to Lot 2 

 

 
Photo 3: internal view towards Blackstone Road 
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Photo 4: view of open drain 

 

 
Photo 5: internal view facing north-east 
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Photo 6: view of Lot 2 

 

Site & Surrounds 

The subject property is located within the ribbon strip of development 

along Blackstone Road.  

 

 
Figure 3: aerial photo of surrounding land 

 

Statutory Timeframes  

Date Received: 8 December 2017 

Request for further information: Not applicable 

Information received: Not applicable 

Advertised: 23 December 2017 

Closing date for representations: 15 January 2018 

Extension of time granted: 19 December 2017 

Extension of time expires: 13 February 2018 

Decision due: 13 February 2018 
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3) Strategic/Annual Plan Conformance 

Council has a target under the Annual Plan to assess applications within 

statutory timeframes. 

4) Policy Implications 

Not applicable 

5) Statutory Requirements 

Council must process and determine the application in accordance with the 

Land Use Planning Approval Act 1993 (LUPAA) and its Planning Scheme. The 

application is made in accordance with Section 57 of LUPAA. 

6) Risk Management 

Management of risk is inherent in the conditioning of the permit. 

7) Consultation with State Government and other Authorities 

The application was referred to TasWater. A Submission to Planning 

Authority Notice (TWDA 2017/01973-MVC) was received on 15 December 

2017 (attached document). 

8) Community Consultation 

The application was advertised for the statutory 14-day period. 

 

Four (4) representations were received (attached documents). The 

representations are discussed in the assessment below.  

9) Financial Impact 

Not applicable 

10) Alternative Options 

Council can either approve the application with amended conditions or 

refuse the application. 

11) Officers Comments 

Zone 

The subject property is located in the Low Density Residential Zone. The 

land surrounding the site is located in the Low Density Residential Zone. 
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Figure 4: zone map 

 

Use Class 

Table 8.2 of the Scheme, categorises the proposed use class as: 

 Residential 

 

Residential is specified in section 10.2 - Use Table as being No Permit 

Required. The No Permit Required status is dependent on the use and 

development meeting all of the applicable Acceptable Solutions in the 

scheme. In this instance: 

 The use and development relies on Performance Criteria under the 

planning scheme.  

 

Applicable Standards 

This assessment considers all applicable planning scheme standards. 

 

In accordance with the statutory function of the State Template for Planning 

Schemes (Planning Directive 1), where use or development meets the 

Acceptable Solutions it complies with the planning scheme, however it may 

be conditioned if considered necessary to better meet the objective of the 

applicable standard. 

 

Where use or development relies on performance criteria, discretion is 

applied for that particular standard only. To determine whether discretion 

should be used to grant approval, the proposal must be considered against 

Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 29



the objectives of the applicable standard and the requirements of Section 

8.10. 

 

A brief assessment against all applicable Acceptable Solutions of the Low 

Density Residential zone and Codes is provided below. This is followed by a 

more detailed discussion of any applicable Performance Criteria and the 

objectives relevant to the particular discretion. 

Compliance Assessment 

The following table is an assessment against the applicable standards of the 

Meander Valley Interim Planning Scheme 2013.  

 

Low Density Residential Zone 

Scheme Standard Comment Assessment 

12.3.1 Amenity 

A1 If for permitted or no permit 

required uses. 

 

Residential use is 

a No Permit 

Required use 

class 

Complies 

A2 Commercial vehicles for 

discretionary uses must only 

operate between 7.00am and 

7.00pm Monday to Friday 

and 8.00am to 6.00pm 

Saturday and Sunday. 

 

Not applicable  

12.4.3.1 General Suitability 

A1 No Acceptable Solution 

 

No Acceptable 

Solution 

Relies on 

Performance 

Criteria 

12.4.3.2 Lot Area, Building Envelopes and Frontage 

A1 Each lot must: 

a) have a minimum 

area in accordance 

 Lot 1 is 

2894m2 and 

Lot 2 is 

Relies on 

Performance 

Criteria 
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with Table 12.4.3.1; 

and 

b) be able to contain a 

35 metres diameter 

circle with the centre 

of the circle not more 

than 35 metres from 

the frontage; and 

c) have new boundaries 

aligned from buildings 

that satisfy the 

relevant acceptable 

solutions for setbacks; 

or 

d) be required for public 

use by the Crown, a 

an agency, or a 

corporation all the 

shares of which are 

held by Councils  or a 

municipality; or 

e) be for the provision of 

public utilities; or 

f) for the consolidation 

of a lot with another 

lot with no additional 

titles created; or 

g) to align existing titles 

with zone boundaries 

and no additional lots 

are created. 

 

2928m2 

 Lot 2 is an 

internal lot 

(cannot 

comply with 

b))  

 The setbacks 

from the 

dwelling and 

outbuilding 

to the 

proposed 

boundary 

comply with 

the standard  

A2 Each lot must have a 

frontage of at least 4 metres. 

 

The frontage for 

Lot 1 is 17.9m 

and for Lot 2 is 

32.39m 

Complies 

A3 Each lot must be connected 

to a reticulated: 

a) water supply; and 

 Each lot has 

the ability to 

connect to 

reticulated 

water and 

Complies 
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b) sewerage system. 

 

sewerage 

 A SPAN has 

been received  

A4 Each lot must be connected 

to a reticulated stormwater 

system. 

 

 Each lot can 

connect to the 

stormwater 

system 

 Easement will 

be required for 

Lot 1 

Complies 

 

Recreation and Open Space Code 

Scheme Standard Comment Assessment 

E10.6.1 Provision of Public Open Space 

A1 The application includes 

consent in writing from the 

General Manager that no 

land is required for public 

open space but instead there 

is to be a cash payment in 

lieu. 

 

Written consent 

provided 

Complies 

 

Road and Railway Assets Code 

Scheme Standard Comment Assessment 

E4.6.1 Use and road or rail infrastructure 

A1 Sensitive use within 50m of a 

category 1 or 2 road with a 

speed limit of more than 

60km/h, a railway or future 

road or railway, does not 

increase the annual average 

daily traffic movements by 

more than 10%. 

Not applicable  
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A2 For roads with a speed limit 

of 60km/h or less the use 

must not generate more 

than 40 movements per day. 

Each lot will 

generate less 

than 40 vehicle 

movements per 

day 

Complies 

A3 For roads with a speed limit 

of more than 60km/h the use 

must not increase the annual 

average daily traffic 

movements by more than 

10%. 

Not applicable  

E4.7.2 Management of Road Accesses and Junctions 

A1 For roads with a speed limit 

of 60km/h or less the 

development must include 

one access providing both 

entry and exit, or two 

accesses providing separate 

entry and exit. 

 

Each lot has one 

(1) access 

Complies 

A2 For roads with a speed limit 

of more than 60km/h the 

development must not 

include a new access or 

junction. 

 

Not applicable  

E4.7.4 Sight Distance at Accesses, Junctions and Level Crossings 

A1 Sight distances at 

a) an access or junction 

must comply with the 

Safe Intersection Sight 

Distance shown in 

Table E4.7.4; and 

b) rail level crossings 

must comply with 

AS1742.7; or 

c) If the access is a 

temporary access, the 

written consent of the 

relevant authority has 

been obtained. 

 

Site distance is 

acceptable 

Complies 
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Car Parking and Sustainable Transport Code 

Scheme Standard Comment Assessment 

6.6.1 Car Parking Numbers 

A1 The number of car parking 

spaces must not be less than 

the requirements of: 

a) Table E6.1; or 

b) a parking precinct plan.  

 

Each lot has 

sufficient space 

for two (2) car 

parking spaces 

Complies 
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Performance Criteria 

Low Density Residential Zone 

12.4.3.1 General Suitability 

Objective 

The division and consolidation of estates and interests in land is to create lots 

that are consistent with the purpose of the Low Density Residential Zone. 

Performance Criteria P1 

Each new lot on a plan must be suitable for use and development in an 

arrangement that is consistent with the Zone Purpose, having regard to the 

combination of: 

a) slope, shape, orientation and topography of land; 

b) any established pattern of use and development; 

c) connection to the road network; 

d) availability of or likely requirements for utilities; 

e) any requirement to protect ecological, scientific, historic, cultural or 

aesthetic values; and 

f) potential exposure to natural hazards.  

 

Comment: 

The zone purpose states: 

12.1          Zone Purpose 

12.1.1       Zone Purpose Statements 

12.1.1.1   To provide for residential use or development on larger 

lots in residential areas where there are infrastructure or 

environmental constraints that limit development.  

12.1.1.2  To provide for non-residential uses that are compatible 

with residential amenity.  

12.1.1.3 To ensure that development respects the natural and 

conservation values of the land and is designed to 
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mitigate any visual impacts of development on public 

views.  

12.1.2 Local Area Objectives 

Blackstone Heights 

Future subdivision will be determined on the basis of infrastructure 

capacity.  

12.1.3 Desired Future Character Statements 

Blackstone Heights 

Blackstone Heights is characterised by large prominent single 

dwellings and outbuildings on larger lots. This character is to be 

maintained with due consideration to the mitigation of building 

bulk through landscaping and the minimization of cut and fill works 

where development is viewed from public open spaces.  

The Acceptable Solution for lot size is 1600m2. Lot 1 is 2894m2 and Lot 2 is 

2927m2. Both lots exceed the Acceptable Solution for lot size. As such, both 

lots could be considered ‘larger lots’.  

The proposed layout shows a rectangular lot and an internal lot. Internal 

lots are common feature along Blackstone Road and the surrounding area 

(see Figure 5 below). The shape of the lots is generally in keeping with the 

surrounding greater landscape.  
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Figure 5: aerial view of surrounding land showing internal lots (yellow dots) 

(Source: TheList)  

From Blackstone Road, the main visual difference will be an additional 

crossover. The visual impact of any future development on Lot 2 will be 

obscured from Blackstone Road by a separation distance.  

Lot 1 has an existing crossover. Lot 2 has frontage to Blackstone Road. It is 

noted that Council is currently preparing engineering design information for 

a new footpath across the frontage of 26 Blackstone Road. The crossover 

design for Lot 2 will need to consider the proposed footpath works.  

The application included details of the internal driveway for Lot 2. The 

construction of the internal driveway is not part of this application. The 

plans have been submitted to demonstrate that an internal driveway is 

possible within the access strip. Council’s Director Infrastructure Services 

has provided the following: 

The design documentation for the proposed driveway access for Lot 

2 has been reviewed and is considered reasonable although it is 

noted a thorough verification of the design has not been 

undertaken and is not deemed to be necessary in this instance.  All 

works will need to be contained within the subject title.  Runoff will 

need to be contained within the lot or directed to the drainage 

easement. Construction of the driveway partially within the 

drainage easement is not considered an issue and the integrity and 
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capacity of the existing open drain, and ability for Council to 

undertake maintenance of the drain in the future, should not be 

adversely impacted. 

NOTE: Due to the slope of the embankment, Lot 2’s internal driveway may 

require building approvals. It is the developer’s responsibility to seek advice 

from a Building Surveyor prior to the commencement of any works.  

The purpose of the subdivision is to create one (1) additional residential lot. 

The surrounding land use is residential. Both lots will have frontage to 

Blackstone Road.  

The property is not heritage listed. The land is not mapped as being 

Landslip Hazard.  

Both lots are capable of connecting to sewerage and reticulated water 

services. A 3m wide pipeline and services easement is proposed to provide 

for a sewer connection to each lot. 

There is a 5m wide stormwater drainage easement along the western side 

boundary. The Plan of Subdivision does not show stormwater connection 

points or dedicated easements. However, both lots are able to connect to 

Council’s stormwater system. 

The following condition is recommended: 

1. Lots 1 and 2 must be connected to Council’s stormwater system, to 

the satisfaction of Council’s Infrastructure Services. An easement is 

required over Lot 2 in favour of Lot 1.  The minimum width of any 

easement must be 3 m.  

 

As such, the proposed subdivision is consistent with the Objectives and 

Performance criteria.  

 

12.4.3.2 Lot Area, Building Envelopes and Frontage 

Objective 

To ensure: 
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a) the area and dimensions of lots are appropriate for the zone; and  

b) the conservation of natural values, vegetation and faunal habitats; and 

c) the design of subdivision protects adjoining subdivision from adverse 

impacts; and 

d) each lot has road, access, and utility services appropriate for the zone. 

Performance Criteria P1  

Each lot for residential use must provide sufficient useable area and 

dimensions to allow for: 

a) a dwelling to be erected in a convenient and hazard free location; and 

b) on-site parking and manoeuvrability; and 

c) adequate private open space; and 

d) reasonable vehicular access from the carriageway of the road to a 

building area on the lot, if any; and  

e) development that would not adversely affect the amenity of, or be out of 

character with, surrounding development and the streetscape. 

f)    additional lots must not be located within the Low Density Residential 

Zone at Hadspen, Pumicestone Ridge or Travellers Rest. 

 

Comment:      

The application includes an internal lot. As such, the Acceptable Solution for 

each lot to be able to contain a 35m diameter circle, with the centre of the 

circle not more than 35m from the frontage cannot be complied with.  

The area of Lot 2 without the access handle is approximately 2,228m2. This 

area is greater than the Acceptable Solution for lot area being 1,600m2. A 

dwelling could be located on Lot 2 that meets all the setback standards. In 

addition, the area provides for adequate car parking and manoeuvrability. 

The standards for private open space could be met on site.  
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Lot 1 has an existing crossover. Lot 2 has frontage to Blackstone Road. It is 

noted that Council is currently preparing engineering design information for 

a new footpath across the frontage of 26 Blackstone Road. The crossover 

design will need to consider the proposed footpath works.  

Amenity is defined as: 

 …in relation to a locality, place or building, any quality, condition 

or factor that makes or contributes to making the locality, place or 

building harmonious, pleasant or enjoyable.  

Factors that affect amenity are noise, overshadowing, privacy and 

overlooking. The Acceptable Solutions for setbacks and lot area are 

designed to ensure that residential amenity is protected. In this case, the 

proposed lots meet the Acceptable Solution for lot area. Lot 2 is of a shape 

and size to provide for the construction of a dwelling that could meet the 

setback standards. The buildings contained within Lot 1 meet the 

Acceptable Solutions for setbacks to the proposed new boundary.  

The following condition and note are recommended: 

1. The vehicular crossover servicing proposed Lot 2 must be 

constructed and sealed in accordance with LGAT standard drawing 

TSD-RO3-V1 and TSD-R04-V1 (attached) and to the satisfaction of 

Council’s Director Infrastructure Services. 

 

NOTE: 

 

Council is currently preparing engineering design information for a 

new footpath across the frontage of 26 Blackstone Road. Prior to the 

construction of the vehicular access to lot 2 separate consent is 

required by the Road Authority to ensure the proposed driveway will 

match in with the proposed footpath works. A Driveway Crossover 

Application form is enclosed. All enquiries should be directed to 

Council’s Infrastructure Department on telephone 6393 5312. 

 

As such, the development is consistent with the Objective and Performance 

Criteria.  

 

 

 

 

Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 40



Representations 

 

Four (4) representations were received (attached documents). A summary of 

the representations is as follows: 

 

Representation 1: 

1. Our area of Blackstone Heights is a fully developed and long established 

low density housing area free from home unit development and intensive 

housing. 

2. No. 26 Blackstone Rd is a similar sized block/lot to our own and many 

others in our subdivision. Approval of this application will not be 

consistent with the amenity of this subdivision.  

3. When purchasing our block in 1990 we did so with the purpose of living in 

a low density housing area with a semi-rural outlook. In 2011/12 your 

Council re-zoned No 22 Blackstone Rd. (Draft Planning Scheme 

Amendment 2(2011) and although objected to by us (my email 

5/12/2011) we now find a house and a number of smaller building built 

directly behind us.  

4. Search of the title of No 26 Blackstone Rd confirms that the block is 

contained within sealed plan No.27769 and is subject to (as are all other 

blocks in the sealed plan) a number of registered covenants that bind all 

land owners to certain conditions of living within this subdivision. 

Covenant No.15 specifically states “not to sub divide such lot”. 

Covenant No 16 specifically states “not to erect on such lot any other 

than a private dwelling house and buildings appurtenant thereto”. 

Approval of this application will eventually mean in effect 2 houses 

with outbuildings being onto the same block. This is completely 

against the intention of the original covenants put in place to ensure 

this area is a low density zone. (Refer Meander Valley Interim Planning 

Scheme 2013 Clauses 12.1.1.2, 12.1.2). 

5. Our biggest concern, if this subdivision is approved, is that it will set 

precedence for other owners of lots to also consider similar developments. 

We see this setting a platform of division and legal disputes between 

neighbours which is not conducive to community harmony and will cause 

future land use conflicts. 

6. We also question if this development fits under your “Planning Scheme 

Operation – 7.5 Compliance with Applicable Standards.” We don’t think 

so.  
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For use and many of our immediate neighbours Blackstone Heights is a Low 

Density Residential area which we have enjoyed for many years and in terms 

of your 2013 Planning Scheme we wish to keep it that way.  

 

Representation 2: 

I am concerned that Mr Taylor of 26 Blackstone Road has applied to subdivide 

his block for the purpose of building another house.  

I strongly object to this as I am aware that there are covenants on all the titles 

in the area that restricts the subdivision of our blocks.  

I do not wish this development to open the flood gates for other neighbours to 

do the same as I enjoy my present outlook and semi-rural setting.  

 

Representation 3: 

Both myself and wife Jan do not wish this application to be approved and are 

strongly opposed to any further development in our area. We already have a 

house which has been built directly behind us even though we objected to the 

land in question being re-zoned some years back. When I first purchased our 

block and subsequently built our house I did so in the knowledge that all the 

blocks in this subdivision had covenant that prevented any subdivision and/or 

building of additional dwellings thereon. We are surprised that the Council is 

even considering this application in view of the covenants that exist. We do 

not want to be built in, we do not want to live in a normal suburb and that is 

why we chose to live at Blackstone Heights with its semi rural outlook. We 

have enjoyed the peace and quiet of the area for over 30 years and we want 

to keep it that way.  

 

Representation 4: 

Council have advised that they do not acknowledge the registered Covenants 

in the Schedule of Easements. Upon seeking legal advice, this is still a binding 

lawful agreement and would be a breach to not comply…Meander Valley 

Planning Scheme 2013 does recognise and make reference to covenants in 

alternate clauses as detailed below, so why does it not recognise covenants on 

our existing Titles? I also ask what Act empowers the Council to ignore and be 

exempt from such registered covenants? Does the Council recognise LAND 

TITLES ACT 1980? Meander Valley Planning Scheme 2013 6.3.2Desired Future 

Character Statements Blackstone Heights…This is an outstanding community 

with an exceptional outlook. I purchased in this area for the lifestyle, privacy 

and the fact of larger allotments. If there was an existing unit development 

when I purchased I would have declined. In direct contrast, when I choose to 

sell my property less buyers would be attracted for the same reasons. 

Resulting in a lower sales price. With 7 successful years in property 

development and sales both Residential and Commercial that is an 
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undisputable trend. Approval of this application is not in the best interest of 

the community and is in breach.  

 

Comment: 

 Covenant 

A common theme of the representations is the covenant. Council has 

previously received legal advice regarding covenants. A covenant is an 

agreement between landowners, not Council. Unless there is specific clause 

in the planning scheme that requires assessment of a covenant, Council 

cannot consider a covenant. The advice further states that although Council 

may have approved of the subdivision which contains the covenant does not 

mean that Council is liable if someone else chooses to breach it. 
 

 Amenity 

The issue of amenity has been discussed above.  

 

 Desired Future Character Statement 

The Desired Future Character Statement has been discussed above.  

 

 Devaluation of property 

Devaluation of property is not a matter addressed in the planning scheme. 

As such, it cannot be considered through the planning process.  

 

 Compliance with Applicable Standards 

The application has been assessed against the zone provisions and 

applicable codes. The property is not located within a specific area plan.  

Conclusion 

In conclusion, it is considered that the application for Use and Development 

for a Subdivision (2 lots) is acceptable in the Low Density Residential zone 

and in keeping with the surrounding pattern of development.  

 

AUTHOR: Leanne Rabjohns 

TOWN PLANNER 

12) Recommendation 

That the application for Use and Development for Subdivision (2 lots) 

on land located at 26 Blackstone Road, Blackstone Heights CT 

27769/32 by Woolcott Surveys, requiring the following discretions: 

 

12.4.3.1 General Suitability 

12.4.3.2 Lot Area, Building Envelopes and Frontage 
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be APPROVED, generally in accordance with the endorsed plans: 

 

a) Woolcott Surveys – Proposal Plan – dated 18 December 2017; 

b) Woolcott Surveys – Bushfire Assessment Report – dated 6 December 

2017; 

 

 and subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. Covenants or similar restrictive controls must not be included on or 

otherwise imposed on the titles to the lots created by the 

subdivision, permitted by this permit unless: 

a) Such covenants or controls are expressly authorised by the 

terms of this permit; or 

b) Such covenants or similar controls are expressly authorised by 

the consent in writing of Council. 

c) Such covenants or similar controls are submitted for and 

receive written approval by Council prior to submission of a 

Plan of Survey and associated title documentation is submitted 

to Council for sealing. 

 

2. The vehicular crossover servicing proposed Lot 2 must be 

constructed and sealed in accordance with LGAT standard drawing 

TSD-RO3-V1 and TSD-R04-V1 (attached) and to the satisfaction of 

Council’s Director of Infrastructure Services. 

 

3. Lots 1 & 2 must be connected to Council’s stormwater system, to 

the satisfaction of Council’s Infrastructure Services. An easement is 

required over Lot 2 in favour of Lot 1.  The minimum width of any 

easement must be 3 m.  

 

4. Prior to the sealing of the final plan of survey, the following must 

be completed to the satisfaction of Council: 

a) The driveway crossover is to be completed, as per Condition 2.  

b) Lots 1 and 2 are to be connected to Council’s stormwater 

system, as per Condition 3.  

c) The developer must pay to Council $3,200.00, a sum equivalent 

to 5% of the unimproved value of the approved lots, as Public 

Open Space contribution.  

 

5. The development must be in accordance with the Submission to 

Planning Authority Notice issued by TasWater (TWDA 

No2017/01973-MVC attached). 
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Note: 

 

1. Council is currently preparing engineering design information for a 

new footpath across the frontage of No 26 Blackstone Road. Prior 

to the construction of the vehicular access to Lot 2 separate 

consent is required by the Road Authority to ensure the proposed 

driveway will match in with the proposed footpath work. A 

Driveway Crossover Application Form is enclosed.  All enquiries 

should be directed to Council’s Technical Officer on 6393 5312. 

 

2. Any other proposed development and/or use, including 

amendments to this proposal, may require a separate planning 

application and assessment against the Planning Scheme by 

Council. All enquiries can be directed to Council’s Community and 

Development Services on 6393 5320 or via email: 

mail@mvc.tas.gov.au.  

 

3. This permit takes effect after:  

a) The 14 day appeal period expires; or  

b) Any appeal to the Resource Management and Planning Appeal 

Tribunal is abandoned or determined; or.   

c) Any other required approvals under this or any other Act are 

granted. 

 

4. A planning appeal may be instituted by lodging a notice of appeal with 

the Registrar of the Resource Management and Planning Appeal 

Tribunal. A planning appeal may be instituted within 14 days of the date 

the Corporation serves notice of the decision on the applicant. For more 

information see the Resource Management and Planning Appeal 

Tribunal website www.rmpat.tas.gov.au.  

 

5. If an applicant is the only person with a right of appeal pursuant to 

section 61 of the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 and wishes 

to commence the use or development for which the permit has been 

granted within that 14 day period, the Council must be so notified in 

writing.  A copy of Council’s Notice to Waive Right of Appeal is 

attached. 

 

6. This permit is valid for two (2) years only from the date of approval and 

will thereafter lapse if the development is not substantially commenced. 

An extension may be granted if a request is received. 
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7. In accordance with the legislation, all permits issued by the permit 

authority are public documents. Members of the public will be able to 

view this permit (which includes the endorsed documents) on request, 

at the Council Office. 

 

8. If any Aboriginal relics are uncovered during works; 

a) All works are to cease within a delineated area sufficient to protect 

the unearthed and other possible relics from destruction, 

b) The presence of a relic is to be reported to Aboriginal Heritage 

Tasmania Phone: (03) 6233 6613 or 1300 135 513 (ask for Aboriginal 

Heritage Tasmania Fax: (03) 6233 5555 Email: 

aboriginal@heritage.tas.gov.au); and 

c) The relevant approval processes will apply with state and federal 

government agencies. 

 

 

DECISION: 
 

 

  

Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 46



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 47



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 48



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 49



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 50



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 51



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 52



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 53



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 54



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 55



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 56



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 57



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 58



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 59



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 60



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 61



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 62



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 63



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 64



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 65



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 66



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 67



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 68



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 69



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 70



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 71



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 72



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 73



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 74



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 75



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 76



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 77



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 78



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 79



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 80



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 81



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 82



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 83



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 84



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 85



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 86



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 87



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 88



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 89



C&DS 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 90



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Issue Date: August 2015  Page 1 of 3 
   Uncontrolled when printed  Version No: 0.1 
 

Submission to Planning Authority Notice 

Council Planning 
Permit No. 

PA\18\0125 
Council notice 
date 

13/12/2017 

TasWater details 

TasWater 
Reference No. 

TWDA 2017/01973-MVC Date of response 15/12/2017 

TasWater 
Contact 

Amanda Craig Phone No. 03) 6345 6318 

Response issued to 

Council name MEANDER VALLEY COUNCIL 

Contact details planning@mvc.tas.gov.au 

Development details 

Address 26 BLACKSTONE RD, BLACKSTONE HEIGHTS Property ID (PID) 7281757 

Description of 
development 

Subdivision 

Schedule of drawings/documents 

Prepared by Drawing/document No. Revision No. Date of Issue 

RJK Consulting Engineers 
17/18 TAS 04 of 11 Proposed 
Subdivision 

-- 29/11/2017 

 

Conditions 

Pursuant to the Water and Sewerage Industry Act 2008 (TAS) Section 56P(1) TasWater imposes the 
following conditions on the permit for this application: 

CONNECTIONS, METERING & BACKFLOW 

1. A suitably sized water supply with metered connection / sewerage system and connection to each 
lot of the development must be designed and constructed to TasWater’s satisfaction and be in 
accordance with any other conditions in this permit. 

2. Any removal/supply and installation of water meters and/or the removal of redundant and/or 
installation of new and modified property service connections must be carried out by TasWater at 
the developer’s cost. 

3. Prior to commencing construction of the subdivision/use of the development, any water connection 
utilised for construction/the development must have a backflow prevention device and water meter 
installed, to the satisfaction of TasWater. 

ASSET CREATION & INFRASTRUCTURE WORKS 

4. Plans submitted with the application for Engineering Design Approval must, to the satisfaction of 
TasWater show, all existing, redundant and/or proposed property services and mains. 

5. Prior to applying for a Permit to Construct new infrastructure the developer must obtain from 
TasWater Engineering Design Approval for new TasWater infrastructure. The application for 
Engineering Design Approval must include engineering design plans prepared by a suitably qualified 
person showing the hydraulic servicing requirements for sewerage to TasWater’s satisfaction.   

6. Prior to works commencing, a Permit to Construct must be applied for and issued by TasWater. All 
infrastructure works must be inspected by TasWater and be to TasWater’s satisfaction.  

7. In addition to any other conditions in this permit, all works must be constructed under the 
supervision of a suitably qualified person in accordance with TasWater’s requirements.   
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8. Prior to the issue of a Consent to Register a Legal Document all additions, extensions, alterations or 
upgrades to TasWater’s water and sewerage infrastructure required to service the development, 
generally as shown on the concept servicing plan “RJK Consulting Engineers, 17/18 TAS Proposed 
Subdivision, dated 29/11/2017”, are to be constructed at the expense of the developer to the 
satisfaction of TasWater, with live connections performed by TasWater. 

9. After testing,  to TasWater’s requirements, of newly created works, the developer must apply to 
TasWater for connection of these works to existing TasWater infrastructure, at the developer’s cost. 

10. At practical completion of the water and sewerage works and prior to TasWater issuing a Consent 
to a Register Legal Document, the developer must obtain a Certificate of Practical Completion from 
TasWater for the works that will be transferred to TasWater.  To obtain a Certificate of Practical 
Completion: 

a. Written confirmation from the supervising suitably qualified person certifying that the 
works have been constructed in accordance with the TasWater approved plans and 
specifications and that the appropriate level of workmanship has been achieved; 

b. A request for a joint on-site inspection with TasWater’s authorised representative must be 
made; 

c. At TasWater’s discretion security for the twelve (12) month defects liability period to the 
value of 10% of the works must be lodged with TasWater.  This security must be in the form 
of a bank guarantee; 

d. As constructed drawings must be prepared by a suitably qualified person to TasWater’s 
satisfaction and forwarded to TasWater. 

11. After the Certificate of Practical Completion has been issued, a 12 month defects liability period 
applies to this infrastructure.  During this period all defects must be rectified at the developer’s cost 
and to the satisfaction of TasWater.  A further 12 month defects liability period may be applied to 
defects after rectification.  TasWater may, at its discretion, undertake rectification of any defects at 
the developer’s cost.  Upon completion, of the defects liability period the developer must request 
TasWater to issue a “Certificate of Final Acceptance”.  The newly constructed infrastructure will be 
transferred to TasWater upon issue of this certificate and TasWater will release any security held for 
the defects liability period.  

12. The developer must take all precautions to protect existing TasWater infrastructure. Any damage 
caused to existing TasWater infrastructure during the construction period must be promptly 
reported to TasWater and repaired by TasWater at the developer’s cost.  

13. Ground levels over the TasWater assets and/or easements must not be altered without the written 
approval of TasWater. 

FINAL PLANS, EASEMENTS & ENDORSEMENTS 

14. Prior to the Sealing of the Final Plan of Survey,  a Consent to Register a Legal Document must be 
obtained from TasWater and the certificate must be submitted to the Council as evidence of 
compliance with these conditions when application for sealing is made. 

15. Pipeline easements, to TasWater’s satisfaction, must be created over any existing or proposed 
TasWater infrastructure and be in accordance with TasWater’s standard pipeline easement 
conditions.   

DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT FEES 

16. The applicant or landowner as the case may be, must pay a development assessment and Consent 
to Register a Legal Document fee to TasWater, as approved by the Economic Regulator and the fees 
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will be indexed, until the date they are paid to TasWater, as follows: 

a. $252.15 for development assessment; and 

b. $136.58 for Consent to Register a Legal Document 

The payment is required within 30 days of the issue of an invoice by TasWater.  

Advice 

General 

For information on TasWater development standards, please visit 
http://www.taswater.com.au/Development/Development-Standards 

For application forms please visit http://www.taswater.com.au/Development/Forms 

 

Advice to Planning Authority (Council) and developer on fire coverage 

TasWater cannot provide a supply of water for the purposes of firefighting to Lot 2 on the plan. 

 

Declaration 

The drawings/documents and conditions stated above constitute TasWater’s Submission to Planning 
Authority Notice. 

Authorised by 

 
Jason Taylor 
Development Assessment Manager 

TasWater Contact Details 

Phone  13 6992 Email  development@taswater.com.au 

Mail  GPO Box 1393 Hobart TAS 7001 Web  www.taswater.com.au 
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INFRA 1 REPRESENTATION TO DRAFT PLANNING 

SCHEME AMENDMENT 2/2017 - MEANDER 

VALLEY INTERIM PLANNING SCHEME 2013 – 

REZONING AND SUBDIVISION – MACE STREET 

AND BORDIN STREET, PROSPECT VALE 
 

 

1) Introduction        

 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider and adopt a formal 

response to the representation made to the exhibition of the draft planning 

scheme amendment 2/2017 and development application for the:  

 rezoning of land located at 7 Mace Street, Prospect Vale (CT: 

8204/17) from Open Space Zone to General Residential Zone; and  

 rezoning of land off Bordin Street, Prospect Vale (CT:172720/31) 

from General Residential Zone to Open Space Zone; and 

 subdivision of 7 Mace Street into two lots (including access strip 

from Nanke Court).  

 

This report is prepared in accordance with Section 39 of the former 

provisions of the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act (LUPAA) 1993.  

 

2) Background        

 

At its meeting of the 12 December 2017, Council initiated and certified a 

draft amendment to the Meander Valley Interim Planning Scheme 2013 to 

rezone the land at 7 Mace Street from Open Space Zone to General 

Residential Zone and land off Bordin Street from General Residential Zone 

to Open Space Zone to facilitate the relocation of the internal Mace Street 

park to a nearby location on Bordin Street.   
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Figure 1 – Proposed zoning 

 

Pursuant to section 43A of the former provisions of LUPAA, Council also 

determined an application for a subdivision of the land at 7 Mace Street 

into two lots, including an access strip from Nanke Court.   

 

Following its decision, in accordance with Section 38 of the former 

provisions of LUPAA, Council placed the draft amendment on public notice 

for a period of 38 days. 

 

The formal exhibition period commenced on Saturday 16 December 2017 

and concluded on Monday 22 January 2018. 

 

At the end of this period Council had received one representation.  

 

In accordance with Section 39 of the former provisions, Council acting as 

the Planning Authority is required to formally consider the representation 

and to prepare a report to be submitted to the Tasmanian Planning 

Commission (Commission). 
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3) Strategic/Annual Plan Conformance 

 

Furthers the objectives of the Council’s Community Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024 as follows: 

 

 Future Direction (1) - A sustainable natural and built environment 

 Future Direction (4) - A healthy and safe community 

 Future Direction (6) - Planned infrastructure services 

 

4) Policy Implications      

 

Not applicable 

 

5) Statutory Requirements      

 

Amendments to LUPAA 1993 to establish the Tasmanian Planning Scheme 

were gazetted on 17 December 2015.  Until the Minister declares a new 

planning scheme following consideration of Council’s Local Provisions 

Schedule, processes for the consideration of planning scheme amendments 

continue in accordance with the Act, as it was written prior to 17 December 

2015. These provisions are defined as the ‘former provisions’ in Schedule 6 – 

Savings and Transitional Provisions in the amended LUPAA.        

 

Under Section 39(2) of the former provisions, following the public exhibition 

of a draft amendment, the planning authority must not, later than the 

expiration of 35 days after the exhibition period, or such further period as 

the TPC allows, forward to the TPC a report comprising:  

 

a) a copy of each representation received by the authority in relation to 

the draft amendment or, where it has received no such representation, 

a statement to that effect; and 

b) a statement of its opinion as to the merit of each such representation, 

including, in particular, its views as to; 

i. the need for modification of the draft amendment in the light of 

that representation; and 

ii.  the impact of that representation on the draft amendment as a 

whole; and 

c) such recommendations in relation to the draft amendment as the 

authority considers necessary. 
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6) Risk Management 

 

Not applicable 

 

7) Consultation with State Government and other Authorities 

 

The draft amendment was referred to TasWater.  TasWater required a 

concept servicing plan through a request for further information. The 

servicing plan was forwarded to TasWater on 24 January 2018.  

 

8) Community Consultation      

 

The draft amendment was placed on public exhibition for the statutory 

period between 16 December 2017 and 22 January 2018.  

 

One representation was received. 

 

9) Financial Impact       

 

Not applicable 

  

10) Alternative Options      

 

Following consideration of the representation, Council acting as the 

Planning Authority can recommend modifications to the draft amendment 

to the Commission, in accordance with s.39(c) of the former provisions. 

 

11) Officers Comments      

 

One representation was submitted to the draft amendment. The 

representation is considered below in accordance with the requirements of 

section 39(2) of LUPAA. 

 

Representation – R Macpherson 

 

Statement of merit: 

 

The representation objects to the rezoning and subdivision of 7 Mace Street 

and the loss of park land given over to residential development. The 

representation submits that parks are valuable for storm[water] control, 

water absorption, carbon dioxide conversion and wildlife diversity. The 

rezoning of the land would be detrimental to the community. 
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The representation states that one of the reasons for purchasing the house 

was that the park was adjoining land and the benefit that this provided to 

the representor’s children.     

 

Comment: 

Many of the attributes of public parkland described in the representation 

are agreed by Council and are integral to Council’s policies and actions in 

the provision of public open space and recreation opportunities throughout 

its settlements.  

 

It is noted that the representation focuses only on the rezoning of the Mace 

St park and not the establishment of an alternate park on Bordin Street, a 

short distance away. By direct measurement, the new Bordin Street park is 

30m to the east of the Mace Street park and is approximately 200m in 

walking distance.      

 

It is important to note that good public open space is required to have 

certain characteristics, including clear public visibility for passive 

surveillance, which is a known deterrent for anti-social behaviour, a usable 

area for assets such as play equipment and it should contribute to 

pedestrian connectivity through the suburb or to particular destinations 

such as schools and shops.  

 

The existing Mace Street park fails to meet safety objectives as it is internal 

with no passive surveillance from surrounding dwellings due to high fences. 

Council’s original investigation in 2014 into the possibility of relocating the 

park was in response to complaints from adjoining landowners regarding 

ongoing anti-social behaviour in the park that was affecting resident 

amenity.   

 

The Director of Infrastructure Services at that time, consulted with 

landowners adjoining the park to canvass views on a potential relocation in 

conjunction with the final stages of the Ben Lomond Views Estate. This was 

met with general support and Council notified its intention to divest the 

park, then determined to proceed with the divestment of the park in 

December 2014, in accordance with requirements under the Local 

Government Act 1993.  

 

In addition, the existing Mace Street park does not provide any connectivity 

to other streets or pathways. The new Bordin Street park provides a linkage 

with clear visibility through to Nanke Court, which connects to Bradford 

Avenue and the southern entrance to Prospect High School.                 
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The benefit of the proximity of the representor’s land to the existing Mace 

Street park is acknowledged, however Council’s obligation in providing 

public open space is to ensure that it represents best practice design for 

public benefit and safety in a financially responsible manner. Many children 

will have access to the new park, which is of an equivalent usable area with 

new play equipment and landscaping, however is much safer. There is no 

net loss of open space to this local community.      

 

Need for modification: 

 

There is no need to modify the amendment.  

 

Impact on amendment as a whole: 

 

The representation does not impact the amendment as a whole.  

 

Recommendation: 

 

There is no recommendation for modification of the amendment in 

response to this representation. 

 

 

AUTHOR: Jo Oliver 

  SENIOR STRATEGIC PLANNER 

 

12) Recommendation       

 

It is recommended that: 

 

1. pursuant to Section39(2) of the former provisions of the Land 

Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993, Council endorse the 

officer’s comments as its opinion as to the merits of the 

representation and its recommendation in relation to the 

draft amendment.  

 

2. Council forward the endorsed report to the Tasmanian 

Planning Commission. 

 

 

DECISION: 
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From:                                 Robert Macpherson
Sent:                                  18 Jan 2018 05:51:58 +0000
To:                                      Planning @ Meander Valley Council
Subject:                             Rezoning of Land 7 Mace street Prospect

 
I would like to submit a representation regarding the rezoning of land and subdivision at 7 Mace street 
Prospect.
As a very close resident of the Mace street park, I wish to raise my concerns about the draft amendment 
regarding the Interim planning scheme to rezone the land at 7 mace street from open space zone to 
general residential zone.
I have lived in Mace street for 15 years, purchased the house, with one of the reasons of the park being 
right at my back door. I have watched my kids grow up using the park, in fact it gave my kids a reason to 
be outside, and I believe rezoning the land would be detrimental to the community.
Our Parks are valued for there storm control, water absorption, carbon dioxide conversion and wildlife 
diversity just to name a few. 
With more and more of our land being sold off for residential planning, now is the time to save what 
parks we have left for the community and to protect our natural ecosystems that parks provide.
I am voicing my concerns that this is not a positive choice for prospect and the surrounding community.
Regards
Robert Macpherson
11 Mace street 
Prospect.
 
 

Version: 1, Version Date: 19/01/2018
Document Set ID: 1045631
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GOV 1 POLICY REVIEW NO. 81 – SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

 

1) Introduction        

 

The purpose of this report is for Council to review Policy No 81 – Social 

Media 

 

2) Background        

 

Council adopted the Social Media Policy (Policy) at the ordinary Council 

Meeting held on 14 June 2014. The Policy and supporting operational 

guidelines were developed as part of implementation of the Meander Valley 

Communications Strategy 2013 – 2018.  

 

The Policy was presented to the Independent Audit Panel in March 2017 for 

review. 

 

The Policy was taken to a Council workshop in January 2018 for review. 

 

3) Strategic/Annual Plan Conformance 

 

The Annual Plan provided for the policy to be reviewed in the 2017 June 

quarter.  

 

4) Policy Implications      

 

The process of Policy review will ensure that policies are up to date and 

appropriate. 

 

5) Statutory Requirements      

 

Not applicable 

 

6) Risk Management       

 

The Policy manages the risks associated in engagement with social media. 

 

7) Consultation with State Government and other Authorities 

 

Not applicable 
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8) Community Consultation      

 

Not applicable 

 

9) Financial Impact       

 

Not applicable 

 

10) Alternative Options      

 

Council can elect to discontinue continue or amend and continue the 

existing Policy. 

 

11) Officers Comments      

 

Council has now been actively involved in the social media space for 3 

years. During this period the Policy and the operational guidelines have 

been effective in managing use and avoiding any interactions that may have 

escalated and caused reputational damage. 

 

Council continues to use social media as a tool to engage with, and inform 

our community. The use has been considered, limited to issues of relevance, 

focussed on council activity and has provided support to community groups 

and government agencies needing to disperse alerts and messages to our 

community. 

 

The initial review by Council officers has resulted in a number of minor 

changes to the wording of the Policy. At the Council workshop a number of 

further changes were made. Council decided to amend the title of the policy 

and rename it Online Communication.  It is recommended that the Council 

continues the Policy with these changes. 

 

 

AUTHOR: Martin Gill 

 GENERAL MANAGER 

 

 

12) Recommendation       

 

It is recommended that Council confirm the continuation of Policy No. 

81– Social Media amended as follows: 
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POLICY MANUAL 

 

Policy Number: 81  Online Communication (Social Media) 

Purpose: To provide direction to assist the Mayor, Councillors 

and Employees in regard to in the appropriate and 

productive use of Council social media.  

Department: 

 

Author: 

Economic Development and Sustainability 

Governance 

Leith Green Marianne McDonald, Communications 

Officer  

Council Meeting Date: 

Minute Number: 

9 May 2017 

105/2014 

Next Review Date: January 2022 

 

POLICY 

 

1. Definitions 

 

Social media - is a collection of internet based websites or applications that enable users 

to engage and communicate through by creating and sharing content online. It can take on 

many forms including: 

 

 Blogs 

 Micro-blogging sites (e.g Twitter) 

 Social Networking sites (e.g. Facebook, LinkedIn, MySpace, Google +) 

 Video and photo-sharing sites  (e.g Flickr, Youtube, Pinterest, Instagram) 

 

Council social media users - those authorised to administer Council-managed social 

media platforms. 

 

Council managed social media platforms – those social media platforms created and 

managed by Council, such as a Meander Valley Council Facebook page, a Meander Valley 

Council Twitter account or a Meander Valley Council YouTube channel. 

 

2. Objective 

 

 To ensure appropriate and productive use of social media  

 And To minimise risks pertaining to associated with Council’s use of social media. 

 

3. Scope 

 

This policy applies to all elected members and employees of Council.  
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4. Policy 

 

All Council social media users must: 

 Be authorised by the General Manager, and 

 Act in accordance with Council’s Values and Council’s Social Media Operational 

Guidelines. 

 

If Council employees or Councillors take part comment publicly in through Council’s social 

media conversations channels on Council platforms or using a personal account, the user 

must state make it clear that the views their comments represent their own opinion as a 

private individual or as a member of an external organisation and not those their opinion as 

a of Council employee or Council representative 

 

5. Legislation and related Council Policies 

 

Legislation: 

Local Government Act 1993 

Archives Act 1983 

Copyright Act 1968 

Right to Information Act 2009 

Tasmanian Defamation Act 2005 

Tasmania Anti-Discrimination Act 1998 

Commonwealth Privacy Act 1988 

 

Policies: 

Risk Management Policy 

Information Management Policy 

Media Communications Policy 

Customer Service Charter 

Human Resources Policies and Procedures 

Customer Service Standards 

Meander Valley Council Social Media Operational Guidelines 2014 

 

6. Responsibility 

 

Responsibility for the operation of this policy rests with the General Manager. 
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GOV 2 2017-2018 ANNUAL PLAN – QUARTERLY 

REVIEW – DECEMBER 2017 
 

 

1) Introduction        

 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider the December quarterly 

review of the Annual Plan. 

 

2) Background        

 

Section 71 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires Council to prepare an 

Annual Plan.  This plan provides details of the works and programs to be 

undertaken by Council and is the organisation’s commitment to both 

Councillors and the community that these works and programs will be 

delivered. 

 

3) Strategic/Annual Plan Conformance 

 

This performance report relates directly to the achievement of the Annual 

Plan. 

 

4) Policy Implications      

 

Not applicable 

 

5) Statutory Requirements      

 

It is a requirement of the Local Government Act 1993 that Council prepares 

and approves an Annual Plan. 

 

6) Risk Management       

 

Not applicable. 

 

7) Consultation with State Government and other Authorities 

 

There is no requirement to consult with the Tasmanian Government when 

preparing this quarterly review. 

 

 

 

 

Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 114



8) Community Consultation      

 

There is no requirement to consult with the community when preparing this 

review. 

 

9) Financial Impact       

 

Not applicable 

 

10) Alternative Options      

 

Not applicable 

 

11) Officers Comments      

 

In the December quarter there were 94 targets. 

 

Of these targets – 76 were achieved, 15 in progress and 3 deferred. 

 

Program 2.3 Information Technology 

Activity 2.3.1 Maintenance and upgrade of IT infrastructure  

Target: Complete rolling replacement of PC’s. 

Comment: Deferred pending upgrade of the operating system to 

Windows 10. 

 

Program 2.5 Human Resources 

Activity 2.5.3 Performance Review System 

Target: Ensure all inside employee salary reviews have been 

completed. 

Comment: Deferred following management decision to move salary 

reviews to the March quarter. 

 

Program 1.3 Emergency Services 

Activity 1.3.2 Support the operation of the Meander Valley SES 

through ongoing management of the MOU 

Target:  Report to Council in Annual Plan Review 

Comment: SES has advised activities reports are provided on a 12 

monthly basis from 1 April to 31 March.  The activities 

report for April 2017 to 31 March 2018 will be provided 

to Councillors in the final quarter in our June 2018 

Briefing report.  A copy of the previous SES activity 

report will be attached to the February Briefing Report. 
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AUTHOR:  Martin Gill 

GENERAL MANAGER 

 

 

12) Recommendation       

 

It is recommended that Council receive and note the Annual Plan 

review for the December 2017 quarter as attached. 

 

 

DECISION: 
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Meander Valley Council Annual Plan 2017-2018 
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ANNUAL PLAN OVERVIEW 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Annual Plan outlines the programs and services Council intends to deliver throughout the 

financial year.  Preparation of the Annual Plan is informed by the strategic objectives of the 

Meander Valley Community Strategic Plan 2014 to 2024, the activities required to undertake the 

day-to-day operations and the management of regulatory responsibilities.  

Link to Community Strategic Plan 2014 to 2024  

The Community Strategic Plan 2014 to 2024 outlines the vision of the community. Council works to 

implement the vision through six future direction statements that are aligned with key strategic 

outcomes. These strategic outcomes guide the development of projects and programs. The 

diagram below depicts the current strategic planning framework of Meander Valley Council: 
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The coming year will see Council deliver the following projects –  
 

 Upgrade of the Westbury Recreation Ground Change Rooms 
 

 Implementation of  Waste Management Strategy Action Plan 
 

 Local Provision Schedules for inclusion in the new Tasmanian Planning Scheme 
 

 Implementation of the  Hadspen Urban Growth Plan 
 

 Deloraine and Districts Recreation Precinct Feasibility Study 
 

 Development of Stormwater System Management Plans  

 

 

 

 

 

An extensive Capital Works Program, valued at $13.5 million, will be delivered.  The 

value of the works approved is in line with the projections in the Long Term Financial 

Plan, with $3.0 million of this figure being allocated to building new and upgraded 

infrastructure.  

 

The Capital Works Program delivers $1.9 million in roads, bridges and building works 

funded by Government Grants. 
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BUDGET ESTIMATES 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 2017-2018 2016-2017 

Revenue:   

Rate Revenue 11,890,600 11,293,500 

Fees and User Charges 1,126,500 1,101,700 

Contributions and Donations 120,000 61,800 

Interest 751,000 907,300 

Grants and Subsidies 4,638,000 4,287,000 

Other Revenue 1,023,300 1,013,200 

Total Operating Revenue: 19,549,400 18,664,500 

   

Operating Expenditure:   

Employee Costs 6,606,800 6,661,000 

Maintenance and Working Expenses   6,179,700   5,442,000 

Borrowing Costs 241,300 271,300 

Depreciation 5,052,000 4,961,000 

Payments to Government Authorities 1,136,200 1,075,600 

Other Payments 250,200 245,000 

Total Operating Expenditure: 19,466,200 18,655,900 

   

Underlying Surplus/(Deficit) 83,200 8,600 

Net Operating Surplus/(Deficit)including 

capital and abnormal items 

4,117,700 2,932,100 

   

Capital Expenditure 13,517,700 15,033,100 

Repayment of Loans:   

Asset Sales: 215,000 215,000 

Closing Cash Balance: 14,766,509 15,718,609 

Net assets: 281,043,086 276,925,386 
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RATES AND CHARGES 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The following rates and charges will apply for 2017-2018: 

 

General rate: All rateable properties are applied a General Rate of 5.6727 cents in 

the $ of AAV with a minimum charge of $135. 

 

Waste Management: For properties without a kerbside collection service the charge is $52.  

For each separate service where kerbside garbage and/or green-waste 

and recycling collection is provided the charge is $180for the standard 

collection of one 80L mobile garbage bin and one mobile recycling bin 

or $206 for the extra capacity collection of one140L mobile garbage bin 

and one mobile recycling bin or $360 for one 240L mobile garbage and 

one mobile recycling bin. 

 

Fire Levies: All properties within the municipal area are rated based on the income 

requirements of the State Fire Commission. 

 

Properties within the Launceston Permanent Brigade District are applied 

a rate of 1.3147 cents in the $ of AAV with a minimum of $39. 

 

Properties within the Volunteer Brigade Districts are applied a rate of 

0.3847 cents in the $ of AAV with a minimum of $39. 

 

All other properties are applied a rate of 0.3535 cents in the $ of AAV 

with a minimum of $39. 

 

Payment Method: Ratepayers are provided with the option of paying their rates in full, 

with no discount for early payment, or paying their rates in four 

approximately equal instalments due on 31 August 2017, 31 October 

2017, 31 January 2018 and 30 March 2018.  

 

Penalties for late 

payment: 

Any late payment of rates and charges will be subject to daily interest at 

a rate equivalent to 8.72% per annum (2.389c per $100 per day). 

 

 
 

Council’s rating policy No 77 is available on the website www.meander.tas.gov.au 
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POLICY REVIEW 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

POLICY FOR REVIEW 28 June 

Audit 

Panel 

30 Sept. 

Council 

 

30 Sept. 

Audit 

Panel 

31 Dec. 

Council 

31 Dec. 

Audit 

Panel  

 

31 March 

Council 

 

31 March 

Audit 

Panel 

 

30 June 

Council  

Governance:         

Policy 23:  Appointment & Responsibilities 

of Council Representatives 

        

Policy 67: Personal Information Protection         

Policy 83: Fraud Control         

Policy 84: Gifts & Benefits         

Corporate Services: Nil 

Infrastructure Services:         

Policy  37: Vegetation Management 

 

        

Community and Development Services:         

Policy 34: Real Estate Advertising Signs  

 

        

Policy 66: Bonds & Bank Guarantees 

 

        

Policy 82: Community Grants 

 

        

Policy 85: Open Space 

 

        

Works: Nil 

GOV 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 123



 

  8 

 

 

DOCUMENT REVIEW 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

OPERATION  

Document Reviews   

By 30 September By 31 December By 31 March  By 30 June 

 

Governance:     

Style Manual      

Delegations  

 

    

Special Committees of Council      

Pubic Interest Disclosures     

Economic Development Strategy     

Corporate Services     

Customer Service Charter     

Infrastructure Services:     

Municipal Emergency Management Plan 

 

    

Community and Development Services:     

Meander Valley Community Safety Plan 

 

    

Works: Nil    
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PROGRAM ACTIVITY 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Governance 
 

Directorate 1. Governance Program 

number and 

title 

1.1 Secretarial and Administrative support 

Program Objective To undertake functions to ensure compliance with legislative requirements 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (3) - Vibrant and Engaged communities 

3.2 Successful local events enhance community life.  

Future Direction (5) -  Innovative Leadership and Community Governance 

5.1 Meander Valley Council programs are regularly reviewed to support the achievement of the Community Strategic Plan 

5.6 Meander Valley Council is recognised as a responsibly managed organisation. 
 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Deliver Annual Plan 

Responsible Officer:  Executive Assistant 

 

5.1  Prepare quarterly 

review 

Achieved 

Prepare quarterly 

review 

Achieved 

Prepare quarterly 

review 

Prepare quarterly 

review.  Prepare 

2018/19 Annual Plan 

2 Prepare Annual Report & Conduct Annual General Meeting 

(AGM) 

Responsible Officer:  Executive Assistant 

 

5.6   

 

Complete draft for 

printing 

 

 

In progress 

Complete report 

and present at 

AGM. Advertise 

and conduct AGM 

Achieved 

  

3 Policy Review & Operations Document Review 

Responsibility – Executive Assistant 

Responsible Officer:  Executive Assistant 

 

5.1  Review as per 

schedule 

 

Achieved 

Review as per 

schedule 

 

Achieved 

Review as per 

schedule 

Review as per 

schedule 

4 Conduct Australia Day (AD) event 

Responsibility – Executive Assistant 

Responsible Officer:  Executive Assistance 

3.2  

 

Review AD criteria. 

Call for 

nominations 

Achieved 

Assess 

nominations. 

Plan civic function 

Achieved 

Conduct a civic 

function on AD 
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Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

2 AGM held and Annual Report adopted by Council 

4 AD Event Conducted 

 

GOV 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 126



 

  11 

 

 

Directorate 1. Governance Program 

number and 

title 

1.2 Risk Management 

Program Objective Minimise risk to our people and the public 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (5) - Innovative leadership and community governance 

5.4 Meander Valley Councilors and employees have the knowledge, skills and attitude to responsibly undertake community 

      governance and operational responsibilities.  

5.6 Meander Valley Council is recognised as a responsibly managed organisation. 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 

31/12 

Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Implement Risk Management Framework 

Responsible Officer: General Manager 

5.6 Review the 

framework 

Achieved 

Action the 

framework 

Achieved 

Action the framework Action the 

framework 

2 Implement the Internal Audit Program 

Responsible Officer: Risk & Safety Officer 

 

5.4 Review of Audit 

outcomes 

Achieved 

Conduct Audit 

 

Achieved 

Review of Audit 

outcomes 

Conduct Audit 

 

Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Review Completed and Update endorsed by Audit Panel 

2 Audit Recommendations implemented 
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Directorate 1. Governance Program 

number and 

title 

1.3 Employee Health and Safety Management 

Program Objective To provide a safe place of work for our people and to measure and monitor our employer obligations. 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (5)-  Innovative leadership and community governance 

5.6 Meander Valley Council is recognised as a responsibly managed organisation.  
 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 

31/12 

Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Health and Safety Committee 

Responsible Officer: Health & Safety Officer 

5.6 Conduct quarterly 

meeting 

Achieved 

Conduct quarterly 

meeting 

Achieved 

Conduct quarterly 

meeting 

Conduct quarterly 

meeting 

3 Deliver a Health and Wellbeing Program 

Responsible Officer: General Manager 

 

5.6 Conduct quarterly 

meeting and 

implement 

programs 

Achieved 

Conduct quarterly 

meeting and 

implement 

programs 

Achieved 

Conduct quarterly 

meeting and 

implement programs 

Conduct quarterly 

meeting and 

implement 

programs 

6 Workplace Consultative Committee operation 

Responsible Officer: General Manager 

5.6 Conduct quarterly 

meeting 

Achieved 

Conduct quarterly 

meeting 

Achieved 

Conduct quarterly 

meeting 

Conduct quarterly 

meeting 

 

 

Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Conduct meetings 

2 N/A  

3 Respond to suggestions with 14 days of meetings 
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Directorate 1. Governance Program 

number and 

title 

1.4 Other Governance Functions 

Program Objective To provide good governance 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future direction (2) - A thriving local economy  

2.1 The strengths of Meander Valley attract investment and provide opportunities for employment.   

2.2 Economic development in Meander Valley is planned, maximising existing assets and investment in infrastructure 

2.3 People are attracted to live in the townships, rural and urban areas of Meander Valley. 

Future Direction (5) - Innovative leadership and community governance 

5.6 Meander Valley Council is recognised as a responsibly managed organisation. 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Participation in Northern Tasmania Development Corporation 

Ltd (NTDC) 

Responsible Officer: General Manager 

2.1 Attend NTDC Local 

Government 

Committee Meeting 

Achieved 

Attend NTDC Local 

Government 

Committee Meeting 

Achieved 

Attend NTDC Local 

Government 

Committee Meeting 

Attend NTDC Local 

Government 

Committee Meeting 

2 Review Council’s Delegation Register 

Responsible Officer: General Manager 

 

5.6  Review register 

 

Achieved 

  

3 Participate in benchmarking project with other Councils in the 

northern region 

Responsible Officer: General Manager 

5.6 Review options 

provided by 

Consultant 

Achieved 

   

4 Promote investment in Meander Valley to support the growth 

of identified industry sectors 

Responsible Officer: General Manager 

2.2 Identify 

opportunities and 

report on progress 

Achieved 

Identify 

opportunities and 

report on progress 

Achieved 

Identify opportunities 

and report on 

progress 

Identify 

opportunities and 

report on progress 

5 Continue to implement actions contained in the 

Communication Action Plan 

Responsible Officer: Communications Officer 

 

2.3 Review progress 

and reset priorities 

 

Achieved 

Report on progress 

via the Briefing 

Reports 

Achieved 

Report on progress 

via the Briefing 

Reports 

Report on 

progress via the 

Briefing Reports 
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Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

2 Complete Review and implement changes  

4 Report on new development opportunities where commercial in confidence arrangements allow 

5 Complete work plan for 2017 – 2018 FY.  
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Corporate Services 
 

 

Directorate 2. Corporate Services Program 

number and 

title 

2.1 Financial Services 

Program Objective Responsibly manage the Council’s core financial activities 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (5) - Innovative leadership and community governance 

5.2 Long term financial planning and asset management underpins the ongoing viability of Meander Valley 

5.6 Meander Valley Council is recognised as a responsibly managed organisation. 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Raise Rates and Sundry Debtor accounts 

Responsible Officer: Director Corporate Services 

5.2 Achieve activity 

performance target 

Achieved 

Achieve activity 

performance target 

Achieved 

Achieve activity 

performance target 

Achieve activity 

performance target 

2 Implement Enterprise Cash Receipting System Upgrade 

Responsible Officer: Rates Officer 

 

5.6  Plan implementation 

requirements 

Achieved 

Implement 

upgrades to the 

test environment 

Implement upgrade to 

the production 

environment 

3 Complete State Authority returns 

Responsible Officer: Rates Officer 

5.6 Initial State Fire and 

Treasury pensioner 

claims and Annual 

State Fire Levy data 

return 

Achieved 

  Final State Fire and 

Treasury pensioner 

claims 

4 Issue Section 132 certificates (Property Rates) 

Responsible Officer: Rates Officer 

5.6 Achieve activity 

performance target 

Achieved 

Achieve activity 

performance target 

Achieved 

Achieve activity 

performance target 

Achieve activity 

performance target 

5 Arrange annual insurance renewals 

Responsible Officer: Finance Officer & Director Corporate 

Services 

5.6  Crime Insurance  

(Fidelity Guarantee 

renewal) 

 

Achieved 

Directors and 

Officers and 

Employment 

Practices renewal 

Annual renewals as per 

schedule incl. Public 

Liability and PI, ISR, 

Workers Comp. and 

MV 
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6 Reconciliation of Control Accounts 

Responsible Officer: Senior Accountant 

5.2 Achieve activity 

performance target 

Achieved 

Achieve activity 

performance target 

Achieved 

Achieve activity 

performance target 

Achieve activity 

performance target 

 

 

Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1  Issue Rates notices before 31st July 2017 

 Issue Sundry Debtor notices within 10 working days of receipt of request 

4  Issue 98% of Section 132 Certificates within 3 working days of entry of request 

6  Reconcile rates, sundry debtor and creditors control accounts within 10 working days of the month end 

 Reconcile Payroll within 5 working days of processing. 
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Directorate 2. Corporate Services Program 

number and 

title 

2.2 Financial Management & Reporting 

Program Objective To comply with statutory requirements for Local Government Finance, State and Federal Taxation and to provide meaningful 

reports for internal financial management 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024 

Future Direction (5) - Innovative leadership and community governance 

5.1 Meander Valley Council programs are regularly reviewed to support the achievement of the Community Strategic Plan. 

5.2 Long term financial planning and asset management underpins the ongoing viability of Meander Valley 

5.3 Evidence based decision-making engages the community and is honest, open and transparent. 

5.6 Meander Valley Council is recognised as a responsibly managed organisation. 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Review and present the Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) to 

Council 

Responsible Officer: Senior Accountant 

5.2    Review and present 

the LTFP to Council  

2 Coordinate the development and adoption of Budget and 

Rating recommendations with statutory timeframes  

Responsible Officer: Director Corporate Services 

5.2   Determine budget  

update program 

Present budget, 

fees and charges to 

Council in June 

3 Annual external reporting 

Responsible Officer: Senior Accountant 

5.6 Produce Statutory 

Accounts and 

complete KPI 

consolidated data 

sheets 

Achieved 

  Prepare end of year 

timetable for 

Statutory Accounts 

and Audit 

4 Issue BAS, FBT and Payroll Tax returns within legislative 

timeframes 

Responsible Officer: Senior Accountant 

5.6 Submit BAS and 

Payroll Tax returns 

on time 

Achieved 

Submit BAS and 

Payroll Tax returns 

on time 

Achieved 

Submit BAS and 

Payroll Tax returns 

on time 

 

Submit BAS and 

Payroll Tax returns 

on time 

 

5 Provide internal financial management reports on a timely 

basis for decision making 

Responsible Officer: Senior Accountant 

5.3 Achieve activity 

performance target 

Achieved 

Achieve activity 

performance target 

Achieved 

Achieve activity 

performance target 

Achieve activity 

performance target 
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6 Monitor Council’s short-term expenditure commitments and 

invest funds in accordance with Council’s Investment policy 

Responsible Officer: Senior Accountant 

5.2 Review cash flow 

weekly to 

determine  funds 

for investment 

Achieved 

Review cash flow 

weekly to 

determine  funds 

for investment 

Achieved 

Review cash flow 

weekly to 

determine funds for 

investment 

Review cash flow 

weekly to 

determine  funds 

for investment 

7 Co-ordinate functions of the Audit Panel 

Responsible Officer: Director Corporate Services 

5.6 Conduct meeting as 

per Audit Schedule 

Achieved 

Conduct meeting as 

per Audit Schedule 

Achieved 

Conduct meeting as 

per Audit Schedule 

Conduct meeting as 

per Audit Schedule 

8 Review Council’s Financial Management Strategy 

Responsible Officer: Senior Accountant 

5.1    Prepare review 

documentation by 

Council in July 

 
Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

5  Produce and distribute ongoing project expenditure reports  

 Produce and distribute monthly operating statements within 10 working days of end of month 

 Submit September, December and March quarterly financial reports to Council in Oct 2017, Jan 2018 and April 2018 respectively 
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Directorate 2. Corporate Services Program 

number and 

title 

2.3 Information Technology 

Program Objective Provide reliable and effective information technology services for the organisation 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024 

Future Direction (5)- Innovative leadership and community governance 

5.6 Meander Valley Council is recognised as a responsibly managed organisation. 

 
Operational detail 

 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Maintenance and upgrade of IT infrastructure 

Responsible Officer: IT Officer 

5.6 Commence rolling 

replacement of PC’s 

Achieved 

Complete rolling 

replacement of PC’s. 

Deferred  

   

2 Implement recommendations of IT Security Review 

Responsible Officer: IT Officer 

5.6 Review 

recommendations of 

IT Security Review 

Achieved 

Plan and prioritise 

recommended 

actions 

Achieved 

Implement chosen 

recommendations 

 

 

 
Action performance targets 

N/A 
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Directorate 2. Corporate Services Program 

number and 

title 

2.4 Information Management 

Program Objective Effectively manage and maintain Council’s information resource 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024 

Future Direction (5)  Innovative leadership and community governance 

5.1 Meander Valley Council programs are regularly reviewed to support the achievement of the Community Strategic Plan. 

5.6 Meander Valley Council is recognised as a responsibly managed organisation. 

 
Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Maintenance of Council’s cemetery records in accordance with 

the Cemeteries Act 

Responsible Officers: Customer Service Officer & Information 

Management Officer 

5.6 Maintain records in 

accordance with 

legislation 

Achieved 

Maintain records in 

accordance with 

legislation 

Achieved 

Maintain records in 

accordance with 

legislation 

Maintain records in 

accordance with 

legislation  

2 Annual Archive Disposal 

Responsible Officer: Information Management Officer 

5.6 Arrange for 

removal of 

documents due 

for disposal 

Achieved 

  List documents due 

for disposal 

3 Implementation of Archive Office Audit Recommendations 

Responsible Officer: Information Management Officer 

5.1 Document and 

prioritise 

improvement 

projects 

Achieved 

Commence identified 

priority projects 

 

 

Achieved 

Continue with 

priority projects 

Report on status of 

projects 

4 Implementation of ECM Connected Content 

Responsible Officer: Information Management Officer 

5.6 Plan software 

implementation 

 

Achieved 

Commence testing and 

conduct system 

administration training 

Achieved 

 Implement software 

upgrade into 

production system 

 

Action performance targets 

N/A 
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Directorate 2. Corporate Services Program 

number and 

title 

2.5 Human Resources 

Program Objective Effectively manage and support Council’s human resources 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024 

Future Direction (5)-  Innovative leadership and community governance 

5.4 Meander Valley Councillors and employees have the knowledge, skills and attitude to responsibly undertake community 

governance and operational responsibilities. 

5.6 Meander Valley Council is recognised as a responsibly managed organisation. 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Review 2016 Enterprise Agreement 

Responsible Officer: HR/Payroll Officer 

5.6 Review increases 

and apply across 

new scale and 

allowances. 

Achieved 

  Review CPI percentage to 

determine increase 

 

4 Coordinate training needs via Learning Management system 

Responsible Officer: HR/Payroll Officer 

5.4 Report to 

Directors on 

quarterly training 

to be delivered 

 

 

 

Achieved 

Update training 

plan following 

Performance 

Reviews. 

Report to Directors 

on quarterly training 

to be delivered 

Achieved 

Report to 

Directors on 

quarterly training 

to be delivered 

Report to Directors 

on quarterly training 

to be delivered 

3 Performance Review System 

Responsible Officers: HR/Payroll Officer & Directors 

5.4 Ensure all 

employee 

performance 

reviews have been 

completed 

Achieved 

Ensure all inside 

employee salary 

reviews have been 

completed 

 

Deferred 

Ensure all mini 

performance reviews 

and all outside 

employee 

wage reviews have 

been completed 

Review the current 

year’s performance 

reviews and 

recommend any 

changes required 

 

Action performance targets 

N/A 
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Directorate 2. Corporate Services Program 

number and 

title 

2.6 Great Western Tiers Visitor Information Centre 

Program Objective Effectively manage and maintain Council’s Visitor Information Centre 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024 

Future Direction (2) - A thriving local economy 

2.4 A high level of recognition and demand for Great Western Tiers products and experiences. 

 
Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 

31/12 

Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Report on Visitation statistics and sales revenue 

Responsible Officer: Director Corporate Services 

 

2.4 Advise information 

in the Briefing 

Report 

 

 

Achieved 

Advise information 

in the Briefing 

Report Advise 

information in the 

Briefing Report 

Achieved 

Advise information in 

the Briefing Report 

Advise information in 

the Briefing Report 

 

 
Action performance targets 

N/A 
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Infrastructure Services 
 

Directorate 3. Infrastructure Services Program 

number and title 
3.1 Emergency Services 

Program Objective To build capacity and resilience in the community and ensure Council is prepared to assist with emergency services in the 

response to emergencies and lead in the recovery  

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (4) - A healthy and safe community 

4.4 Prepare and maintain emergency management plans and documents and work with our communities to educate and plan for 

emergencies. 
 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Co-ordinate the Municipal Emergency Management and 

Recovery Committee (MEMRC) 

Responsible Officer: Director Infrastructure 

4.4 Chair quarterly 

meeting 

Deferred to 

October 

Chair quarterly 

meeting 

Achieved 

Chair quarterly 

meeting 

Chair quarterly 

meeting 

2 Support the operation of the Meander Valley SES unit through 

ongoing management of the MOU 

Responsible Officer: Director Infrastructure 

4.4  Report to Council in 

Annual Plan Review 

Deferred 

 Report to Council in 

Annual Plan Review 

3 Conduct emergency management training facilitated by Red 

Cross 

Responsible Officer: Administration Officer Infrastructure 

Services 

4.4  Conduct training 

Achieved 

Conduct training  

4 Review Municipal Emergency Management Plan 

Responsible Officer: Administration Officer Infrastructure 

4.4   Review Plan  

 

Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Meetings held 

2 Obtain activities report from Deloraine SES and provide information to Council on a 6 monthly basis in Briefing Reports 

3 Complete training for MVC officers and service group members 

4 Review Plan and submit to SES 
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Directorate 3. Infrastructure Services Program  

number and title 
3.2 Transport 

Program Objective To maintain the serviceability and integrity of Council’s transport network. 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (6) - Planned infrastructure services 

6.1 The future of Meander Valley infrastructure assets is assured through affordable planned maintenance and renewal strategies. 

6.3 The Meander Valley transport network meets the present and future needs of the community and business 

 
Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Deliver the bridge inspection and maintenance program 

Responsible Officer: Senior Technical Officer 

 

6.1, 6.3 Finalise supply 

agreement 

 

In progress 

Contractor engaged 

for maintenance 

works 

In progress 

Prepare 

maintenance 

budget items for 

2018-2019 

Maintenance works 

completed 

2 Design, document, procurement, and supervision of contracts 

as per the specific projects listed in the 2016/2017 Capital 

Works Program 

Responsible Officer: Director Infrastructure 

6.1, 6.3 Report to program 

in Annual Plan 

Review 

In progress 

Report to program 

in Annual Plan 

Review 

In progress 

Report to program 

in Annual Plan 

Review 

Report to program 

in Annual Plan 

Review 

3 Undertake footpath proactive defect inspections 

Responsible Officers: Director Works & Asset Management 

Coordinator 

6.1   Undertake required 

inspections 

Undertake required 

inspections 

 
Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Quarterly tasks achieved.  Contractor performance assessed 

2 Completion of projects in line with project plan requirements 

3 Meet timeframes set out by Conquest 
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Directorate 3. Infrastructure Services Program 

number and 

title 

3.3 Property Services 

Program Objective Operate property services in a safe and effective manner to satisfy public demand. 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (6) - Planned infrastructure services 

6.1 The future of Meander Valley infrastructure assets is assured through affordable planned maintenance and renewal 

strategies. 

6.4 Open space, parklands, recreation facilities, cemeteries and public buildings are well utilized and maintained. 

6.6 Infrastructure services are affordable and meet the community’s needs into the future 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Operate Deloraine Swimming Pool and provide support to 

community swimming pool at Caveside 

Responsible Officer: Property Management Officer 

6.4, 6.6 Review and extend 

existing contract 

 

 

 

 

Achieved 

Undertake pre-

opening inspection 

and required 

maintenance. 

Open pool 1 

December 

Achieved 

 

Operate pool to 1 

March 

 

2 Review the operation of the Deloraine Pool 6.6  Complete review 

Achieved 

 

 

 

 

3 Complete Annual Maintenance Statement (Section 56) and 

Asbestos Audit (NCOP) compliance 

Responsible Officer: Property Management Officer 

6.1   Carry out annual 

inspections 
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4 Co-ordinate building maintenance – general, reactive and 

programed 

Responsible Officer: Property Management Officer 

6.1 Undertake required 

maintenance 

 

Achieved 

Undertake required 

maintenance 

 

Achieved 

Undertake required 

maintenance 

Undertake 

required 

maintenance 

5 Design, document, procurement, and supervision of 

contracts as per the specific projects listed in the 2017-2018 

Capital Works Program 

Responsible Officer: Property Management Officer 

 

 Report to program 

 

 

 

Achieved 

Report to program 

 

 

 

Achieved 

Report to program Report to program 

6 Review Evacuation Plans 

Responsible Officer: Property Management Officer 

 

6.6    Review plans 

 

Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Review of Contractors compliance with the contract 

2 Meet timeframes set out by Conquest 

3 Meet timeframes set out by Conquest 

4 Completion of projects in line with project plan requirements 

5 Completion of review by June 30 
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Directorate 3. Infrastructure Services Program  

number and title 

3.4 Parks & Recreation 

Program Objective To provide and maintain parks and recreation facilities throughout the Local Government Area. 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (6) -  Planned infrastructure services 

6.1 The future of Meander Valley infrastructure assets is assured through affordable planned maintenance and renewal strategies. 

6.6 Infrastructure services are affordable and meet the community’s needs into the future 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Undertake inspections and condition assessments of all 

equipment and facilities 

Responsible Officer: Director Works & Technical Officer 

Community Spaces 

6.1, 6.6 Undertake required 

inspections 

 

Achieved 

Undertake required 

inspections 

 

Achieved 

Undertake required 

inspections 

Undertake required 

inspections 

2 Complete the Strategic Plan for Council’s open space areas 

for Hadspen and Prospect Vale 

Responsible Officer: Technical Officer Community Spaces 

6.6 Community 

consultation 

Achieved 

Report to Council 

 

In progress 

Prepare budget 

items for 2018-2019 

 

3 Design, document, procurement, and supervision of contracts 

as per the specific projects listed in the 2017-2018 Capital 

Works Program 

Responsible Officer: Director Infrastructure 

6.1 Report to program 

in Annual Plan 

Review 

In progress 

Report to program 

in Annual Plan 

Review 

In progress 

Report to program 

in Annual Plan 

Review 

Report to program 

in Annual Plan 

Review 

4 Undertake tree audit of reserves (parks and sports facilities) 

and identified townstreets 

Responsible Officer: Technical Officer Community Spaces 

6.1  Undertake audit 

In progress 

  

5 Provide support to the Townscape Reserves and Parks 

Special Committee (TRAP) 

Responsible Officer: Technical Officer Community Spaces 

6.6 Conduct meeting 

and report on 

outcomes 

Achieved 

Conduct meeting and 

report on outcomes 

Achieved 

Conduct meeting and 

report on outcomes 

Conduct meeting and 

report on outcomes 

6 Westbury Recreation Ground Function Centre Business Case 

Responsible Officer: Property Management Officer 

6.6 Draft report to 

Council Workshop 

Achieved 
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Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Meet timeframes set out by Conquest.  Annual comprehensive inspection completed by December 31 

2 Present Strategy to Council by December 31 

3 Completion of projects in line with project plan requirements 

4 Complete audit work by 31 December 

5 Bimonthly meetings 

6 Present business case to Council Workshop by December 31 

 

GOV 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 144



 

  29 

 

 

Directorate 3. Infrastructure Services Program 

number and title 
3.5 Asset Management and GIS  

Program Objective Provision of Asset and GIS services to assist the operations of Council. 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (6) - Planned infrastructure services 

6.1 The future of Meander Valley infrastructure assets is assured through affordable planned maintenance and renewal 

strategies. 

6.3 The Meander Valley transport network meets the present and future needs of the community and business. 

6.6 Infrastructure services are affordable and meet the community’s needs into the future 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Co-ordinate Asset Management Group and Improvement 

Plan 

- Review Asset Management Plans 

- Undertake Conquest training and development 

- Undertake AM training and awareness 

- Develop whole of organisation approach to AM 

Responsible Officer: Asset Management Coordinator 

6.1, 6.6 Chair meeting and 

action 

improvement 

program  

 

 

Achieved 

Chair meeting and 

action improvement 

program 

 

 

 

Achieved 

Chair meeting and 

action improvement 

program 

Chair meeting and 

action 

improvement 

program 

2 Prepare 2018-2019 Capital Works Program 

 

Responsible Officer: Asset Management Coordinator 

6.1, 6.3, 6.6  Update Proposed 

Projects list 

 

Achieved 

Prioritise and 

undertake further 

design and cost 

estimation 

Annual program 

prepared for 

approval by 

Council 

 

3 Update asset information including 

- -capitalisation of assets in Conquest 

- undertake bridge revaluation 

Responsible Officer: Asset Management Coordinator 

6.1 Capitalisation of 

assets and 

recording in 

Conquest and GIS 

In progress 

Capitalisation of 

assets and 

recording in 

Conquest and GIS 

In progress 

Capitalisation of 

assets and recording 

in Conquest and GIS 

Capitalisation of 

assets and 

recording in 

Conquest and GIS 

 

6 GIS Activities 

- Input GIS data relating to capitalisation of assets and 

subdivisions 

Responsible Officer: Asset Management Coordinator 

6.1    Update GIS 
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7 Undertake additional survey of stormwater assets and update 

GIS 

Responsible Officer: Asset Management Coordinator 

6.1    Complete by 30 

June 

 

Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

2 To prepare annual Capital Works Program for approval at May Council meeting 

3 Capitalisation of assets prior to finalisation of 2017-2018 Statutory Reporting.  Completion of bridge revaluation for TAO by Dec 30 2017. 

4 Update GIS information for completed projects by 30 June 
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Directorate 3. Infrastructure Services Program 

number and title 
3.6 Waste Management and Resource Recovery 

Program Objective To provide adequate, efficient, and affordable waste services within Meander Valley Local Government Area 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (6) - Planned infrastructure services 

6.1 The future of Meander Valley infrastructure assets is assured through affordable planned maintenance and renewal 

strategies. 

6.6 Infrastructure services are affordable and meet the community’s needs into the future 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Provision of kerbside collection contracts for waste, 

recyclables and organics 

Responsible Officer: Senior Technical Officer 

 

6.6 Manage Contract 

 

 

In progress 

Manage Contract 

 

 

In progress 

Manage Contract Manage Contract 

2 Provision of landfill, waste transfer stations and resource 

recovery operations contract 

Responsible Officer – Senior Technical Officer 

6.6 Manage Contract 

 

In progress 

Manage Contract 

 

In progress 

Manage Contract Manage Contract 

3 Provision of hard waste collection 

Responsible Officer: Senior Technical Officer 

6.6  Undertake 

collection 

Achieved 

Report to Council 

in Annual Plan 

Review 

 

4 Design, document, procurement, and supervision of contracts 

as per the specific projects listed in the 2017-2018 Capital 

Works Program 

Responsible Officer: Director Infrastructure 

 

6.1 Report to 

program in Annual 

Plan Review 

 

In progress 

Report to program 

in Annual Plan 

Review 

 

In progress 

Report to 

program in Annual 

Plan Review 

Report to program 

in Annual Plan 

Review 

5 Operational compliance with Environment Protection Notice 

for Westbury and Deloraine landfill sites. 

Responsible Officer: Senior Technical Officer 

6.6 Ground and 

surface water 

monitoring. 

Annual Report to 

EPA 

Achieved 

 Ground and 

surface water 

monitoring 
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Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Supervise and review contract 

2 Supervise and review contract 

3 Report to Council by March 31 on collection results 

4 Completion of projects in line with project plan requirements 
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Directorate 3. Infrastructure Services Program 

number and title 
3.7 Stormwater Management 

Program Objective To minimize the risk of flooding and provide clean water into the region’s waterways. 

Council through the Urban Drains Act and the Local Government (Highways) Act aims to provide piped stormwater 

networks in line with current local government standards and major stormwater networks (overland flows and roads) 

capable of meeting a 1% AEP. 

Water quality is managed through Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) principles where appropriate. 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (6) - Planned infrastructure services 

6.1 The future of Meander Valley infrastructure assets is assured through affordable planned maintenance and renewal 

strategies. 

 
Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Develop stormwater system management plans in line with 

legislation 

Responsible Officer: Senior Technical Officer 

 

6.1    Complete 

program by 30 

June 

2 Design, document, procurement, and supervision of contracts 

as per the specific projects listed in the 2017-2018 Capital 

Works Program 

Responsible Officer:  Director Infrastructure 

 

6.1 Report to 

program in Annual 

Plan Review 

Achieved 

Report to 

program in Annual 

Plan Review 

Achieved 

Report to 

program in Annual 

Plan Review 

Report to 

program in Annual 

Plan Review 

 
Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Complete all high risk catchments by June 2018 

2 Completion of projects in line with project plan requirements 
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Directorate 3. Infrastructure Services Program 

number and title 
3.8 Sustainable Development 

Program Objective Develop sustainable practices within our organisation and community through leading, supporting and encouraging 

staff, contractors and community to use energy, water and non-renewable resources more productively. Promote 

and support sustainable economic development initiatives. 
Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (1) - A sustainable natural and built environment 

1.1 Contemporary planning supports and guides growth and development across Meander Valley 

1.4 Meander Valley is environmentally sustainable. 

Future Direction (2) - A thriving local economy 

2.2 Economic development in Meander Valley is planned, maximizing existing assets and investment in infrastructure. 

Future Direction (6) - Planned infrastructure services 

6.1 The future of Meander Valley infrastructure assets is assured through affordable planned maintenance and renewal strategies. 

6.6 Infrastructure services are affordable and meet the community’s needs into the future 
 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Support activities of the Sustainable Environment Committee 

Responsible Officer: Sustainable Development Project 

Manager 

 

 

1.4 Report on progress 

via quarterly 

meeting minutes 

 

Achieved 

Report on progress 

via quarterly 

meeting minutes 

 

Achieved 

Report on progress 

via quarterly 

meeting minutes 

 

Report on progress 

via quarterly 

meeting minutes 

 

2 Support the progress of the Hadspen Urban Growth Area 

Responsible Officer: Sustainable Development Project 

Manager 

 

2.2 Report in Annual 

Plan Review 

 

Achieved 

Report in Annual 

Plan Review 

 

Achieved 

Report in Annual 

Plan Review 

 

Report in Annual 

Plan Review 

 

3 Design, document, procurement, and supervision of contracts 

as per the specific projects listed in the 2017-2018 Capital 

Works Program 

Responsible Officer: Director Infrastructure Services 

 

 

6.1 Report to program 

in Annual Plan 

Review 

 

 

Achieved 

Report to program 

in Annual Plan 

Review 

 

 

Achieved 

Report to program 

in Annual Plan 

Review 

Report to program 

in Annual Plan 

Review 
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4 Bioenergy Project 

Responsible Officer:- Sustainable Development Project 

Manager 

 

2.2 Background report 

completed 

 

Achieved 

Stage 1 Feasibility 

 

 

Achieved 

Report to Council  

5 Prepare Local Provisions Schedule for the Tasmanian 

Planning Scheme 

Responsible Officer: Senior Strategic Planner 

 

1.1 Prepare Project Plan 

 

 

Achieved 

Draft Local 

Provisions Schedule 

 

Achieved 

Finalise Local 

Provisions Schedule 

 

6 Westbury Road Prospect Vale – Activity Centre Plan 

Responsible Officer: Senior Strategic Planner 

 

 

6.6 Prepare project plan 

and engage 

consultant 

In progress 

Develop draft plan 

 

 

In progress 

Present plan to 

Council 

 

 

Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

2 Part V agreements established with landowners for infrastructure development 

3 Completion of projects in line with project plan requirements 

4 Complete feasibility and commence business case 
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Community and Development Services 

 
Directorate 4. Community & Development Services Program 

number and 

title 

4.1 Land Use & Planning 

Program Objective To carry out planning duties and prepare policies for the sustainable development of the local government area 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (1) - A sustainable natural and built environment. 

1.1 Contemporary planning supports and guides growth and development across Meander Valley. 

1.2  Liveable townships, urban and rural areas across the local government area with individual character. 

1.3 The natural, cultural and built heritage of Meander Valley is protected and maintained. 
 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Process development applications in accordance with 

delegated authority 

Responsible Officer: Coordinator Development Services 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3 Performance Target 

Achieved 

Performance Target 

Achieved 

Performance Target 

 

Performance Target 

 

2 Process Planning Scheme Amendments 

Responsible Officer: Director Community & Development 

Services 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3 Performance Target 

Achieved 

Performance Target 

Achieved 

Performance Target Performance Target 

 

Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Within Statutory time frames, 100% Conformance 

2 Within Statutory time frames, 100% Conformance 
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Directorate 4. Community & Development Services Program 

number and 

title 

4.2 Building, Plumbing & Permit Authority 2016 

Program Objective To carry out statutory responsibilities for the administration and enforcement of the Building Act 2016 and the Tasmanian 

Building Regulations 2016. 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (1) - A sustainable natural and built environment. 

1.1 Contemporary planning supports and guides growth and development across Meander Valley. 

1.2 Liveable townships, urban and rural areas across the local government area with individual character. 

1.3 The natural, cultural and built heritage of Meander Valley is protected and maintained. 

1.4 Public health and the environment is protected by the responsible management of liquid and solid waste at a local and 

regional level. 

Future Direction (3) Vibrant and engaged communities. 

3.2 Successful local events enhance community life. 

Future Direction (4) A healthy and safe community. 

4.3 Public health and safety standards are regulated, managed and maintained. 

Future direction (5) Innovative leadership and community governance 

5.5 Councils in the region collaborate and share resources for the collective good of their communities 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 

31/12 

Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Permit Authority – Issue Permits for Category 4 Building 

works 

Responsible Officer: Coordinator Development Services 

 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3 Performance Target 

Achieved 

Performance Target 

Achieved 

Performance Target 

 

Performance Target 

 

2 Permit Authority – Process Notifiable Building Works 

(Category 3) 

Responsible Officer: Coordinator Development Services 

 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3 Performance Target 

Achieved 

Performance Target 

Achieved 

Performance Target 

 

Performance Target 

 

3 Permit Authority – Manage outstanding Building 

Completions and Illegal Works 

Responsible Officer: Coordinator Development Services 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3    Reduce outstanding 

completions 

by 10% 
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4 Coordinate Major Events applications 

Responsible Officer: 337 Officers 

 

3.2 Performance Target 

Achieved 

Performance Target 

Achieved 

Performance Target Performance Target 

5 Conduct inspections and process applications for Plumbing 

Permits 

Responsible Officer: Plumbing Surveyor 

 

1.4, 1.4, 5.5 Performance Target 

Achieved 

Performance Target 

Achieved 

Performance Target 

 

Performance Target 

 

 

 

Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Issue Building Permits within 7 working days from the date all other permits and documents as required by the Building Act, are received by Council.   

Achieve 95% conformance. 

2 Building applications processed in a timely manner 

3 Outstanding building completions and illegal works reduced by 10% 

4 Respond to applications within 7 working days 

5 Process plumbing applications within 7 days and special connection permits within 14 days of receipt of all information 
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Directorate 4. Community & Development Services Program 

number and 

title 

4.3 Environmental Health 

Program Objective Manage Council’s statutory obligations in relation to Environmental Protection and Preventative Health 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (1) - A sustainable natural and built environment. 

1.5 Public health and the environment is protected by the responsible management of liquid and solid waste at a local and 

regional level. 

Future Direction (4)- A healthy and safe community. 

4.1 The health and wellbeing needs of all sectors in the community are planned, met and managed. 

4.3 Public health and safety standards are regulated, managed and maintained. 
 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Monitor and sample water quality of recreational waters 

Responsible Officer: Environmental Health Officer 

 

1.5, 4.1 Record Results 

Achieved 

Record Results 

Achieved 

Record Results Record Results 

2 Inspect Places of Assembly annually as per program 

Responsible Officer: Environmental Health Officer 

4.1, 4.3 Issue Annual 

Licence 

Achieved 

Issue Annual 

Licence 

Achieved 

Issue Annual 

Licence 

Issue Annual 

Licence 

3 Inspect and register food premises annually 

Responsible Officer: Environmental Health Officer 

4.1, 4.3 Issue annual 

registration for all 

premises 

Achieved 

Inspections as per 

Schedule 

 

Achieved 

Inspections as per 

Schedule 

Issue annual 

registration for all 

food premises 

4 Co-ordinate immunisation clinics for school and staff 

Responsible Officer: Environmental Health Officer 

 

4.1, 4.3    Complete 

Immunisation 

Program 

 

Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Respond to non-conformances within 48 hours 

2 Conduct inspections as per program 

3 Conduct inspections as per program 

4 Provide school based immunisations as per program 
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Directorate 4. Community & Development Services Program 

number and 

title 

4.4 General Inspector 

Program Objective To carry out statutory responsibilities for the administration and enforcement of the Dog Control Act 2000, Fire Services Act 

1979 and the Local Government Act 1993. 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future direction (4) - A healthy and safe community. 

4.3 Public health and safety standards are regulated, managed and maintained. 

 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Annual Audit of Dog Registrations 

Responsible Officer: General Inspector 

 

4.3   Conduct Audit 

 

 

2 Fire Abatement Management 

Responsible Officer: General Inspector 

 

4.3  Issue Notices 

 

Achieved 

Issue Notices  

3 Investigate incidents and complaints regarding animal control 

Responsible Officer: General Inspector 

 

4.3 Performance Target 

Achieved 

Performance Target 

Achieved 

Performance Target Performance Target 

 

 

Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Audit conducted as scheduled  

2 Notices issued as required 

3 Investigate all cases and complaints within 10 days 
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Directorate 4. Community & Development Services Program 

number and 

title 

4.5 Natural Resource Management 

Program Objective Facilitate Natural Resource Management for Council and Community 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (1) - A sustainable natural and built environment. 

1.3 The natural, cultural and built heritage of Meander Valley is protected and maintained. 

1.4 Meander Valley is environmentally sustainable 

1.6 Participate and support programs that improve water quality in our waterways. 

 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Continue implementation of NRM strategies as per annual 

work plan 

Responsible Officer: NRM Officer 

 

1.3, 1.4, 1.6 Performance Target 

Achieved 

Performance Target 

Achieved 

Performance Target 

 

Performance Target 

2 Review and update Councils Natural Resource Management 

Strategy 

Responsible Officer: NRM Officer 

 

1.3, 1.4, 1.6 Complete Strategy 

 

Achieved 

Design internet 

version of Strategy 

In progress 

Develop internet 

version of Strategy 

Internet version of 

strategy completed 

3 Participate in the Tamar Estuary Esk Rivers Program 

Responsible Officer: NRM Officer 

 

1.3, 1.4, 1.6   Report on TEER 

activities 

 

 

Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Complete actions within timeframes and within budget 
2 Strategy completed 

3 Attend annual meetings and support a regional approach to river catchment management 
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Directorate 4. Community & Development Services Program 

number and 

title 

4.6 Community Development 

Program Objective Working with the community for the benefit of all  

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (3) - Vibrant and engaged communities. 

3.1 Creativity and learning are art of daily life across the communities of Meander Valley. 

3.2 Successful local events enhance community life. 

3.4 Meander Valley communities have the resilience and capacity to address and overcome life’s challenges and emergencies. 

Future Direction (4) - A healthy and safe community. 

4.1 The health and wellbeing needs of all sectors of the community are planned, met and managed. 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 

31/12 

Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Facilitate the operation of the Meander Valley Community 

Safety Group 

Responsible Officer – Community Development Manager 

3.4, 4.1. Conduct meeting 

and report on 

progress 

Achieved 

 

Conduct meeting 

and report on 

progress 

Achieved 

Conduct meeting 

and report on 

progress 

Conduct meeting and 

report on progress 

2 Deliver the Community Grants Program 

Responsible Officer – Community Development Manager 

3.1, 3.2, 3.4, 

4.1. 

Acquit Round 1 and 

advertise 

 

Achieved 

Acquit Round 2 

and advertise 

 

Achieved 

Acquit Round 3 

and advertise 

Acquit Final Round and 

advertise 

Conduct Grants 

Information Forum 

3 Conduct Art Exhibition 

Responsible Officer – Community Development Manager 

3.1, 3.2 Review Art 

exhibition 

Achieved 

Establish format 

for exhibition 

Achieved 

Conduct 

exhibition 

Review exhibition 

 

Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Meetings held and goals achieved 

2 Number and range of grant applications 

3 Number of artists participating 
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Directorate 4. Community & Development Services Program 

number and 

title 

4.7 Services To Young people 

Program Objective To address and support the needs of young people through responsive and participatory approaches 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (3) - Vibrant and engaged communities 

3.1 Creativity and learning are part of daily life across the communities of Meander Valley. 

3.2 Successful local events enhance community life. 

3.3 Educations and training opportunities are available to everyone across the local government areas. 

3.4 Meander Valley communities have the resilience and capacity to address and overcome life’s challenges and emergencies. 

3.5 Young people have the opportunity to be engaged in community life. 

Future Direction (4) - A healthy and safe community. 

4.1 The health and wellbeing needs of all sectors in the community are planned, met and managed. 

4.2 Infrastructure, facilities and programs encourage increased participation in all forms of active and passive recreation. 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Conduct School Holiday Program 

Responsible Officer: Community Officer 

 

3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 

3.4, 3.5, 4.1, 4.2 

Conduct and 

report 

Achieved 

Conduct and report 

 

Achieved 

Conduct and report Conduct and report 

Evaluate overall 

outcomes 

2 Conduct Stepping Stones Camps 

Responsible Officer: Community Officer 

 

3.1, 3.3, 3.4, 

4.1, 4.2. 

Conduct program  

 

Achieved 

Conduct program  

 

Achieved 

Conduct program  Conduct program 

and evaluate overall 

outcomes 

4 Conduct ‘National Youth Week’ Event 

Responsible Officer: Community Officer 

 

3.1, 3.2, 3.5, 

4.1. 

  Prepare and 

advertise event 

Conduct event 

5 Facilitate outdoor recreation programs 

Responsible Officer: Community Officer 

 

3.1, 3.3, 4.1, 

4.2. 

Conduct program 

Achieved 

Conduct program 

Achieved 

Conduct program Conduct program 
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Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Programs conducted and evaluated 

3 Program conducted and evaluated 

4 Event conducted and evaluated 

5 Program conducted and evaluated 
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Directorate 4. Community & Development Services Program 

number and 

title 

4.8 Recreation and Sport Services 

Program Objective To provide current and future recreation and sport programs and facilities 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (1) - A sustainable natural and built environment. 

1.1 Contemporary planning supports and guides growth and development across Meander Valley. 

Future Direction (4) - A healthy and safe community. 

4.2 Infrastructure, facilities and programs encourage increased participation in all forms of active and massive recreation. 

Future direction (5) - Innovative leadership and community governance. 

5.3 Evidence based decision making engages the community and is honest, open and transparent. 

Future Direction (6) - Planned infrastructure services. 

6.4 Open space, parklands, recreation facilities, cemeteries and public buildings are well utilised and maintained. 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 

31/12 

Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Support the operation of the Recreation Co-Ordination Group 

Responsible Officer: Recreation Coordinator 

4.2, 6.4 Conduct meeting 

Achieved 

Conduct meeting 

Achieved 

Conduct meeting Conduct meeting  

2 Co-ordinate usage and promotion of Prospect Vale Park and 

Hadspen Recreation Ground 

Responsible Officer: Recreation Coordinator 

4.2, 6.4 Conduct all users 

meeting 

Achieved 

Liaise with User 

Groups 

Achieved 

Conduct all users 

meeting 

Liaise with User Groups 

3 Deloraine & Districts Recreation Precinct Feasibility STudy 

Responsible Officer: Recreation Coordinator 

1.1, 4.2, 5.3 Draft report to 

Council 

In progress 

 Review 

recommendations 

 

 

Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Meeting held and goals achieved 

2 User meeting held and goals achieved 

3 Study completed and reported to Council 

GOV 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 161



 

  46 

 

 

Directorate 4. Community & Development Services Program 

number and 

title 

4.9 Recreation Facilities Management 

Program Objective To provide indoor facilities for recreational, social and community based activities that are safe, comfortable and fit for 

purpose 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future direction (1) - A sustainable natural and built environment. 

1.1 Contemporary planning supports and guides growth and development across Meander Valley. 

Future Direction (3) - Vibrant and engaged communities. 

3.3 Education and training opportunities are available to everyone across the local government area. 

3.5 Young people have the opportunity to be engaged in community life. 

Future Direction (4) -A healthy and safe community. 

4.1 The health and wellbeing needs of all sectors in the community are planned, met and managed. 

4.2 Infrastructure facilities and programs encourage increased participation in all forms of active and passive recreation. 

Future direction (6) - Planned infrastructure services. 

6.1 The future of Meander Valley infrastructure assets is assured through affordable planned maintenance and renewal 

strategies. 

6.4 Open space, parklands, recreation facilities, cemeteries and public buildings are well utilised and maintained. 
 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 

31/12 

Complete by 

31/3 

Complete by 30/6 

1 Preliminary Review of Sport and Recreation Plan 

Responsible Officer: Recreation Coordinator 

1.1, 4.1, 6.4  Review document 

In progress 

Report 

proposed 

changes 

 

 

2 Develop a strategy and implement to promote and market 

indoor recreation facilities to current and prospective users 

Responsible Officer: Recreation Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

3.5, 4.1, 4.2, 6.4. Develop and 

implement 

strategy 

Achieved 

Conduct all users 

meeting 

 

In progress 

Review 

strategy 

Conduct all users 

meeting 
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3 Research and design a pilot Meander Valley VET Work 

Placement Program at the Westbury Sports Centre and 

associated local venues 

Responsible Officer: Recreation Coordinator 

 

 

3.3, 3.5, 4.1, 6.4  Complete research 

and design 

 

In progress 

Complete Pilot 

Program 

Review and evaluate 

effectiveness 

4 Develop a Draft Long Term Capital Asset Expenditure Plan for 

recreation facilities 

Responsible Officer: Recreation Coordinator 

1.1, 4.1, 4.2, 6.1, 

6.4 

 Identify existing 

documents and 

prepare scope of 

review 

In progress 

Facility 

inspections 

and 

consultation 

Prepare draft plan 

for Council 

 

 

Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Review, identify and report  proposed changes 

2 Complete strategy and hold all user meetings 

3 Pilot Program to be conducted and evaluated 

4 Prepare draft Plan 

 

 

GOV 1Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 163



 

  48 

 

Works 
 

Directorate 5. Works Program 

number and 

title 

5.1 Parks, Reserves, Sports Grounds and Cemeteries 

Program Objective To ensure that Councils parks, reserves, cemeteries and sports grounds are suitably maintained to provide a safe, clean and 

inviting experience to community and sporting organisations. 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (6) - Planned infrastructure services 

6.1 The future of Meander Valley infrastructure assets is assured through affordable planned maintenance and renewal strategies. 

6.4 Open space, parklands, recreation facilities, cemeteries and public buildings are well utilized and maintained. 

6.6 Infrastructure services are affordable and meet the community’s needs into the future 
 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Provide facility maintenance services 

Responsible Officers: Works Supervisors and Works Officers 

 

6.1, 6.4, 6.6 Report to Annual 

Plan review 

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan review 

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan review  

Report to Annual 

Plan review  

2 Undertake capital works as per the specific projects listed in the 

2016-2017 Capital Works Program 

6.1 Report to Annual 

Plan review 

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan review 

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan review  

Report to Annual 

Plan review  

 

 

Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Achieve 95% conformance with Customer Service Request System & Conformance with annual budget 

2 Conformance with project budget and works program  
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Directorate 5. Works Program 

number and 

title 

5.2 Roads 

Program Objective To construct and maintain a safe and effective road network to meet the needs of road users and the community. 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (6) - Planned infrastructure services 

6.1 The future of Meander Valley infrastructure assets is assured through affordable planned maintenance and renewal 

strategies. 

6.3 The Meander Valley transport network meets the present and future needs of the community and business 

6.6 Infrastructure services are affordable and meet the community’s needs into the future 

 
Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Undertake the maintenance work in accordance with the level 

of service required. 

Responsible Officer: Works Supervisors & Works Officers 

 

6.1, 6.3, 6.6 Report to Annual 

Plan Review 

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan Review 

Achieved 

Report to Annual Plan 

Review 

 

Report to Annual 

Plan Review 

2 Plan and deliver capital works projects and provide progress 

report to Council  

Responsible Officer: Works Director, Works Supervisors & 

Works Officers 

6.3, 6.6 Report to Annual 

Plan Review 

 

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan Review 

 

Achieved 

Report to Annual Plan 

Review 

Report to Annual 

Plan Review 

 

 
Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Achieve 95% conformance with Customer Service Request System 

1 Conformance with project budget and works program 
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Directorate 5. Works Program 

number and 

title 

5.3 Toilets, Street Cleaning and Litter Collection 

Program Objective To ensure public toilets and streets are maintained in a clean and tidy condition. 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (6) - Planned infrastructure services 

6.1 The future of Meander Valley infrastructure assets is assured through affordable planned maintenance and renewal strategies. 

6.4 Open space, parklands, recreation facilities, cemeteries and public buildings are well utilized and maintained. 

6.6 Infrastructure services are affordable and meet the community’s needs into the future 

 

Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Undertake street/reserve litter collection and street cleaning 

Responsible Officers: Works Supervisors & Works Officers 

 

6.1, 6.4, 6.6 Report to Annual 

Plan review  

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan review 

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan review  

Report to Annual 

Plan review  

2 Undertake cleaning of toilets in accordance with the current level of 

service  

Responsible Officers: Works Supervisors & Works Officers 

 Report to Annual 

Plan review  

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan review 

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan review  

Report to Annual 

Plan review  

 

 
Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Achieve 95% conformance with Customer Service Request System 

1 Conformance with annual budget 

2 Achieve 95% conformance with Customer Service Request System 

2 Conformance with annual budget 
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Directorate 5. Works Program 

number and 

title 

5.4 Urban Stormwater 

Program Objective To provide and maintain an effective urban storm water drainage system 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (6)- Planned infrastructure services 

6.1 The future of Meander Valley infrastructure assets is assured through affordable planned maintenance and renewal 

strategies. 

6.5 Stormwater and flooding cause no adverse impacts. 

6.6 Infrastructure services are affordable and meet the community’s needs into the future 

 
Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 

31/12 

Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Provide storm water maintenance services 

Responsible Officers: Works Supervisors and Works Officers 

6.1, 6.5, 6.6 Report to Annual 

Plan review  

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan review 

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan review  

Report to Annual 

Plan review  

2 Plan and deliver capital work projects and provide progress 

report to Council  

Responsible Officers: Works Director, Works Supervisors and 

Works Officers  

 

6.1, 6.6 Report to Annual 

Plan review 

 

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan review 

 

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan review  

Report to Annual 

Plan review  

 
Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Achieve 95% conformance with Customer Service Request system  

1 Conformance with annual budget 

2 Conformance with project budget and works program 
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Directorate 5. Works Program 

number and 

title 

5.5 Plant 

Program Objective To provide plant and equipment that suits Councils activities and is financially sustainable 

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (6) - Planned infrastructure services 

6.1 The future of Meander Valley infrastructure assets is assured through affordable planned maintenance and renewal 

strategies. 

6.6 Infrastructure services are affordable and meet the community’s needs into the future 

 
Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 

31/12 

Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Manage plant to achieve operational objectives 

Responsible Officers: Works Director and Works Supervisors 

 

 

6.1, 6.6   Complete major plant 

annual review 

 

2 Undertake plant purchases in accordance with 10 year Major 

Plant Replacement Program and report to Council 

Responsible Officer: Works Director 

 

6.1, 6.6 Report to Annual 

Plan review 

 

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan review 

 

Achieved 

Report to Annual Plan 

review  

Report to Annual 

Plan review  

 

 
Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Major plant hire rates to be competitive with private sector 

1 Major plant utilisation reviewed to inform 10 year Plant Replacement Program 

2 Conformance with project budget and works program 
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Directorate 5. Works Program 

number and 

title 

5.6 Management 

Program Objective To provide facilities, resources and leadership to support the effective and efficient delivery of services to the community  

Link to Community 

Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024  

Future Direction (6) - Planned infrastructure services 

6.1 The future of Meander Valley infrastructure assets is assured through affordable planned maintenance and renewal strategies. 

6.6 Infrastructure services are affordable and meet the community’s needs into the future 

 
Operational detail 

No. Actions and Tasks Strategic Plan 

Reference 

Complete by 30/9 Complete by 31/12 Complete by 31/3 Complete by 30/6 

1 Respond to customer enquiries 

Responsible Officers: Works Director, Works Supervisors and 

Works Officers 

 

6.1 t Report to Annual 

Plan Review 

 

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan Review 

 

Achieved 

Report to Annual 

Plan Review 

Report to Annual 

Plan Review 

2 Engage consultant to undertake assessment and provide report 

on Works Depots 

Responsible Officer: Works Director and External Consultant 

 

6.6 Finalise scope of 

project 

 

Achieved 

Engage consultant 

 

 

Achieved 

Receive report and 

present to Council 

 

 

 
Action performance targets 

No. Performance target 

1 Provide advice to customer in accordance with Customer Service Charter  

1 Achieve 95% conformance with Customer Service Request System 

2 Report to Council and finalise future strategy for Depot sites 
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GOV 3 REVIEW OF POLICY NO. 67 – PERSONAL 

INFORMATION PROTECTION  
 

 

1) Introduction        

 

The purpose of this report is for Council to review Policy No. 67- Personal 

Information Protection. 
 

2) Background        

 

Policy No. 67- Personal Information Protection (Policy) was last reviewed  by 

Council in November 2014. 

 

The Personal Information Protection Act 2004 (Act) regulates the manner in 

which personal information is collected, used, stored and retrieved. 

 

This Act requires Council to adopt a Personal Information Protection Policy. 

The purpose of this Policy is that it sets out Council’s approach to managing, 

handling and the protection of personal information. 

 

The Policy was presented to the Independent Audit Panel for consideration 

in September 2017.  

 

The Policy was taken to a Council workshop in January 2018 for review. 

 

3) Strategic/Annual Plan Conformance     

 

The Annual Plan provides for the review of this Policy in the December 2017 

quarter. 

 

4) Policy Implications      

 

The process of policy review will ensure that policies are up to date and 

appropriate. 

 

5) Statutory Requirements      

 

Council is required to have a policy in order to comply with its obligations 

under the Personal Information Protection Act 2004. 
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6) Risk Management       

 

There is reputational and governance risk to Council if it does not comply 

with the relevant provisions of this legislation. 

 

7) Consultation with State Government and other Authorities  

 

Not applicable 

 

8) Community Consultation      

 

Not applicable 

 

9) Financial Impact       

 

Not applicable 

 

10) Alternative Options      

 

Council can elect to amend the existing Policy. 

 

11) Officers Comments      

 

This Policy was first developed in November 2005.  To date there has been 

no matters that have required the use of this Policy, however, it is still 

relevant in its current form and should be retained. 

 

AUTHOR: Martin Gill 

  GENERAL MANAGER 

 

12) Recommendation       

  

It is recommended that Council confirm the continuation of Policy No. 

67 - Personal Information Protection as follows:- 

 

POLICY MANUAL 
 

Policy Number: 67 Personal Information Protection 

Purpose: This Policy sets out Council’s approach to managing, 

handling and protecting the personal information of 

customers. 
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Department: 

Author: 

Governance & Community Services  

David Pyke Director Martin Gill, General Manager 

 

Council Meeting Date: 

Minute Number: 

14 October 2014 13 February 2018 

177/2014 

Next Review Date: November 2017 2021 

 

POLICY 

 

1. Definitions 

 

“Personal Information” – is information or opinion in any recorded format, including 

photographs, sound and video recordings, about an individual that readily identifies 

that individual. Information such as a person’s name and address is personal 

information. Personal information does not include information that is contained in 

a publicly available record or publication. 

 

2. Objective 

 

The objective of this policy is to provide guidance to Council staff, elected members and 

contractors in relation to the management of personal information. 

 

3. Scope 

 

This Policy applies to all employees, elected members and contractors of the Council. 

 

This Policy covers personal information that is collected, retained, stored and used by 

Council where it is necessary for one or more of Council’s functions or activities. 

 

This Policy uses the Personal Information Protection Principles at Schedule 1 of the Personal 

Information Protection Act 2004 as a framework for the collection, management and 

disclosure of personal information. 

 

4. Policy 

 

General - Information Collected 

 

Personal Information Protection Principle 5 requires that a personal information custodian 

must set out in a document its policies on the management of personal information, and 

that the document is to be made available to any person who requests it. 

 

The functions of the Meander Valley Council (the Council) are many and varied as provided 

under the Local Government Act 1993 and other legislation and regulations made there 

under as well as By-laws made by the Council from time to time. 

The Council collects, retains, stores and uses personal information where it is necessary for 

one or more of the Council’s functions and activities. 
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Under the Personal Information Protection Act 2004 (the Act), the Council is the custodian of 

that information and the collection, use and disclosure of information which is to be used 

by the Council is governed by the Act. 

 

The type of personal information collected by the Council includes names, addresses and 

telephone numbers, together with any specific information about a person that may be 

required for the purpose of discharging our functions across the organisation. 

 

The Council is committed to upholding the right to privacy of all individuals who have 

dealings with the Council and endeavours to ensure that the personal information we hold 

is accurate, complete and up to date. Where practicable, we will check on the accuracy of 

your personal information before we use it. 

 

Sensitive Information 

 

Sensitive Information includes information relating to health, criminal record, racial origin 

and sexual preferences.  

 

Generally, the Council will only collect sensitive information with consent of the person if it 

is necessary, or if the collection of that information is required or permitted by law. 

 

Anonymity 

 

If a person is making a general enquiry, it may not be necessary to identify themselves 

however, identification may be required if a person is making a specific enquiry, wishing to 

use a Council service or making an application to the Council. 

 

Access to and Correction of Information Collected 

 

The Act provides that a person can access personal information about them that is held by 

the Council. 

 

A person who considers the personal information to be incorrect, incomplete, out of date or 

misleading, can request that the information be amended which will be processed in 

accordance with the provisions of the Right to Information Act 2009.  

 

Depending upon the nature of the request a fee may be charged for this service. 

 

A person who is not satisfied with the handling or outcome of a request for access to or 

correction of personal information, can lodge a complaint with the Ombudsman. 

 

Use and Disclosure of Personal Information 

 

The Council will only use personal information for the purposes for which it was collected 

unless with the consent of the person or if it required or authorised by law. 
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The Council will not reveal personal information to third parties outside the Council for their 

independent use unless authorised to do so, or the disclosure is required by a Court or 

Tribunal or allowed by law.  

 

For example, there may be a need or requirement to disclose some or all information 

Council collect to contractors and agents of the Council, law enforcement agencies, courts, 

or other public sector bodies, or other authorised organisations under any relevant 

legislation. 

 

The Council does not sell, trade or make available personal information to others. 

 

The Act permits the disclosure of "basic personal information" (that is, name, address, date 

of birth and gender) to other public sector bodies where necessary for the efficient storage 

and use of information. 

 

Some personal information Council has collected may be used in research, statistical 

analysis, state or national reporting, awareness programs, public statements or training, but 

not in a way which would identify the person to whom it relates. 

 

Personal information in written submissions on policy matters or matters of public 

consultation may be disclosed in reports that are made public, unless the submission was 

submitted and/or accepted on a confidential basis. 

 

Security of Personal Information 

 

The Council uses a number of procedural, physical, and technical safeguards, including 

access controls, secure methods of communication and back-up and recovery systems to 

protect information from misuse and loss, unauthorised access, modification and disclosure. 

 

Council Officers are only provided with access to the information that is necessary for them 

to carry out their functions within the Council and Council Officers are made aware of the 

importance of confidentiality and customer privacy. 

 

Generally, information is destroyed or permanently de-identified when it is no longer 

required. However, under the Archives Act 1983, some information is required to be kept for 

specified periods or permanently. 
 

Review of Policy 

This Policy is to be reviewed on or before November 2017. 
 

5. Legislation 

 

 Privacy Act 1988 

 Personal Information Protection Act 2004 

 

6. Responsibility 

 

Responsibility for the implementation of this policy rests with the General Manager.  
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GOV 4 NOTICE OF MOTION – EXTENSION TO 

MEANDER FALLS ROAD – FEASIBILITY STUDY – 

DEPUTY MAYOR MICHAEL KELLY 
 

 

1) Introduction        

 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider a Notice of Motion 

from Cr Michael Kelly seeking Council support to undertake a feasibility 

study to extend Meander Falls Road, to provide better access to Meander 

Falls, and for Council to write to the Tasmanian political parties seeking a 

financial contribution toward the study. 

 

2) Background        

 

The area south of Meander is an area with untapped recreational tourism 

potential. It is a relatively unknown gateway to the Tasmania Wilderness 

World Heritage Area and the Great Western Tiers.  One of the key 

attractions is the Meander Falls, currently accessible through a challenging 

six hour return walk. 

 

In early 2016 Council engaged consultant Phil Austin from Project 

Management Solutions to undertake some preliminary route identification 

work and associated costing for a proposal to extend the Meander Falls 

Road. The work determined that physically, a road could be put through 

terminating close to the falls.  The proposal sought to open up access and 

provide a short walk as an addition to the existing walk as a way of 

encouraging increased visitation to the area. 

 

Following this work Council recognised that in order to progress the 

proposal the next step would be to undertake a feasibility study to: 

 

 Quantify the benefits of the project 

 Identify land ownership and relevant planning approval processes 

 Prepare environmental impact statements  

 Prepare a project risk assessment 

 Review the concept road alignment and physical constraints 

 Review project construction costs and whole of life asset costs 

 

Council understands that it is not the land manager, but has determined 

that its role should be to facilitate and coordinate assessment of the 

proposal.  Council would then use the feasibility study as a way of 
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advocating for investment in the project and tourism infrastructure 

investment in the broader Meander area. 

 

Cr Kelly is recommending that Council commits $125,000 to the feasibility 

study, and having done that, follow up by writing to the Tasmanian political 

parties seeking a financial contribution to match Council’s commitment.   

 

3) Strategic/Annual Plan Conformance 

 

Furthers the objectives of the Councils Community Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024: 

 

 Future Direction (5) - Innovative leadership and community governance 

 Future Direction (6) – Planned infrastructure 

 

4) Policy Implications      

 

Not applicable 

 

5) Statutory Requirements      

 

Not applicable 

 

6) Risk Management       

 

Not applicable 

 

7) Consultation with State Government and other Authorities 

 

Parks and Wildlife has been involved in preliminary discussions with Council 

about the proposal to extend the Meander Falls Road. 

 

Further consultation will be required during the development of the 

feasibility study. 

 

8) Community Consultation      

 

This project was initiated following requests to Councillors from members 

of the Meander community.  A presentation on the information contained 

within the consultant’s report was provided to members of the Meander 

Community on 18 April 2016. 
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9) Financial Impact       

 

It is estimated that the cost of undertaking the feasibility study and 

preparing the regulatory approvals applications would cost in the vicinity of 

$250,000. 

 

10) Alternative Options      

 

Council can elect to not support the Notice of Motion. 

 

11) Officers Comments      

 

Council has already undertaken significant work in identifying and obtaining 

preliminary costs estimates for the proposal.  A copy of the report titled 

“Meander Falls Proposed Extension to Access Road” prepared by Project 

Management Solutions is attached to this agenda report.  A copy of this 

report was previously provided to Council for discussion in April 2016. 

 

The feasibility study will provide answers to a number of unknown aspects 

of the proposed development. It will also enable Council to engage with the 

land owners and key stakeholders to determine if there is support for the 

project. 

 

The project itself would provide for a variety of walking experiences, choice 

for visitors and would potentially further the work of the Meander Valley 

Destination Action Plan, in particular the objective to become the premier 

short walks destination in Tasmania. 

 

AUTHOR: Martin Gill 

 GENERAL MANAGER 

 

12) Recommendation (Deputy Mayor Michael Kelly)  

 

It is recommended that Council: 

 

1. Resolves to allocate $125,000 in Council’s operating budget for 

the preparation of a feasibility study for the proposal to extend 

Meander Falls Road, to provide better access to the Meander 

Falls. 

2. Writes to the Tasmanian political parties seeking a financial 

contribution to match Council’s commitment. 

 

DECISION:  
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Proposed Extension 

to Access Road 
 

Report by Phil Austin 
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Meander Falls Proposed Extension to Road Access - Report  by Phil Austin Page 1 of 9  

Meander Falls (Proposed Road Access) 
  

Upgrade Old Logging Road (Stage One) 
 

This has been an old logging road which has accessed the higher regions of the walking 

track some years ago making it an easier task to accomplish is, 767 metres in length and 

climbs steeply with gradients from 15% to 25% finally flattening out in the last 200 metres 

to a reasonable gradient around 5% or less . 
 

The old track has been left partially open and is heavily overgrown with saplings etc.. soils 

are very stable with no real signs of erosion present, approximately 150 metres from the 

current end point a small stream crosses the old track which would require a 600mm culvert 

pipe to be installed. A large section of the track follows a ridgeline which will reduce the 

need for culverts to achieve good drainage and allow for run off grips to be installed at no 

less than 30 metres apart due the steep terrain this will reduce the velocity of run off 

preventing erosion and be a cost effective drainage option. 
 

It is feasible looking at the mapping for the area to continue this road for approximately one 

kilometre to a suitable location to provide for parking and facilitate a shorter journey to the 

Meander Falls, the road would finish just short of Stagg’s Creek where an old cattle holding 

area is evident presumably used for resting the cattle on the way to summer grazing areas 

via Dixon’s Track, effectively reducing the distance by almost half the current journey. 

Beyond this point the terrain becomes very steep with side slopes of 65% plus and gradients 

15 to 20 % required. 
 

I propose to use a Slashbuster excavator mounted to remove all small saplings etc.. this will 

mulch the material and create an open roadline with very little mess, there will be some 

larger trees to remove which can be utilised to local sawmills if of suitable quality or chip 

mills if required, this will assist with keeping things looking tidy and neat adding to the 

aesthetic appeal of the experience. 
 

Steep gradients are an issue for safety reasons therefore it may be an option to restrict 

access during periods of frost, ice ,snow etc.. also a possible option is to cold seal the steep 

section or hotmix to provide a stable surface to reduce maintenance costs and facilitate 

access for longer periods. 
 

The old track has a nice feel to it and although it’s steepness does present some challenges I 

feel it is possible due to the stable nature of the soils to achieve a good long term access 

with manageable risks. 
 

I offer the following costings for the above works. 
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Old Logging Road Upgrade To Class – 2 FPC Standard Stage One  

Gradco Slashbuster Hire with 20 tonne Excavator = $175.00/ Hr x 20 Hrs = $3,500.00 

Based on production of 400 metres per 10 hour day   

GTS Excavations P/L Excavator Hire 20 T = $135.00 /Hr x 20 Hrs =  $2,700.00 

Based on 400 metres per 10 hour shift   

Forward Holdings P/L Excavator Hire 7 T = $105.00/Hr x 20 Hrs =  $2,100.00 

Based on 400 metres per 10 hour shift trimming formation.   

Forward Holdings P/L Excavator Hire 7 T = $105.00 /Hr x 20 Hrs =  $2,100.00 

Installing Drainage Structures & Guide Posts & Spreading   

Walters Earthmoving P/L 10 yd Truck Hire $95.00/Hr x 180 Hrs  $25,650.00 

Walters Earthmoving P/L Grader Hire $140.00/Hr x 60 Hrs  $8,400.00 

Walters Earthmoving P/L Roller Hire $110.00/ Hr x 20 Hrs =  $2,200.00 

Walters Earthmoving P/L Supply 1440 m3 of 40 mm & 75mm R/base  $28,800.00 

2304Tonnes of Blue Shale from Johnsons Quarry at Meander   

Pavement Design Depth 300 mm 75 & 40 mm Material Combined   

Humes P/L Supply Culvert Pipes 4x 600mm,8x375mm inc delivery  $2,965.00 

GTS Excavations Supply Water Cart = $100.00/Hr x 24 Hrs =  $2,400.00 

Wiggins & Batchelor P/L Float Hire = $150.00 / Hr Establishment Costs  $3,300.00 

Dura-Post Supply SG-2143 Guide Posts = $13.60 each x 20 =  $272.00 

Project Management & Site Supervision $80/Hr x 80 Hrs=  $6,400.00 

 

Total Cost excluding GST $90,787.00 
 
 
 

Option to Seal Steep Sections above 20% Gradient 
 

Preparing to seal with FCR 20 mm R/Base                                               $24,687.50 

Optional sealing with cold seal to steep sections only approx. 500 metres $39,000.00 

Optional hot mix 50mm to steeper sections only approx 500 metres = 

361 tonne x $500 tonne =                                                                                       $180,500.00 
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Forest Practices Plans 
 

Forest Practices Plans or EIS will be required for all new works of a major nature, due to the 

old track being closed off it would qualify as major works, the proposed new road extension 

to continue the old road could be included in the plan, this will keep the costs manageable. 
 

Costs are very variable depending on Special Values and a whole range of pre- determined 

factors within the legislation will control the requirements, due to the sensitive nature of 

the area I feel a fairly extensive plan will be necessary. With this in mind worst case 

scenario will be between 5 and 10 k per plan, best case scenario as low as 2 to 3 k  per 

plan. I can assist with this process as an accredited Forest Practices Officer . 
 
 
 

Proposed New Road to Stagg’s Creek Class-2 FPC Standard( Stage Two) 
 

The total distance is one kilometre from the end of the Old Logging Road Stage One. The 

construction would be carried out in conjunction with the old track upgrade and would 

benefit from synergies of equipment availability ,a joint FPP etc.. this area is heavily  

timbered and would need to be roadline harvested as part of the process, this will also assist 

in removing as much debris as possible. Consideration to be given to mulching small  

material on site to reduce the need to remove material from site which will be costly and 

problematic to remove and dispose of in other ways. Commercially viable timber from 

roadline to be made available to local millers for first right of refusal , timber to be  

stockpiled on site at a suitable landing ready for removal by purchaser. Due to the low 

volume of timber roadline timber to be logged as a part of the road construction process by 

the same contractors and machines doing the earthworks, this integration will assist in 

containing costs and make the logistics of the operation more manageable. Extensive car 

parking facilities factored in to costings. 
 
 
 

Gradco Slashbuster Hire $175/Hr x 75 Hrs = $13,125.00 
 

GTS Excavations P/L ( Harvesting Roadline ) $24,375.00 

Excavator, Skidder & Bushman 75 Hours ( best guess but adequate ) 

GTS Excavations ( Formation ) $135/ Hr x 75 Hrs =                                 $10,125.00 

Forward Holdings P/L ( Drainage & Trim ) $105 / Hr x 100 Hrs =            $10,500.00 

Humes Supply Pipes 10x1200mm, 60x375mm, delivered to site=      $23,063.90 

Mapping indicates two creek crossings ( 1200 mm c/pipes ) 

Walters Earthmoving P/L 10 yd Truck $95/Hr x506 Hrs $48,070.00 
 

Forward Holdings (Spreading ) $105/Hr x 80 Hrs = $8,400.00 
 

Walters Earthmoving ( Grading ) $140/Hr x 20 Hrs  = $2,800.00 
 

GTS Excavations P/L ( Watercart ) $100/Hr x 100 Hrs = $10,000.00 
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Walter’s Earthmoving Supply R/Base 2,700m3 =4320 Tonnes $54,000.00 

75mm & 40 mm Road Base From Johnsons Quarry at Meander 

Pavement Design Depth 300 mm 75 & 40 mm Material Combined 
 

Project Management Solutions & AKS Forest Solutions $10,000.00 

Prepare Forest Practices PLan 

Dura-Post Supply SG-2143 Guide Posts $13.60eachx30 $408.00 
 

Project Management & Site Supervision $80/Hrx120= $9,600.00 
 

Total Cost  excluding GST $224,466.90 
 
 
 

I have based my gravelling costs from Meander Johnsons Quarry which is a very good shale 

material is of good quality therefore long term it is the best option. The steepness of the 

spur does complicate the trucking component with access only viable with a 10 yd 

configuration as trailers would not handle the steep grades in an adverse situation. This 

does add significantly to the transport costs. 
 

Also the roadline harvesting is problematic and hard to quantify without further  

assessment, bearing in mind the sensitive nature of the area I have opted for the worst case 

scenario from a budget perspective in order to give us the flexibility required during the 

project to complete the tasks to a high standard of compliance and aesthetic appeal. 
 
 
 

Stagg’s Creek Bridge Construction ( Stage Three ) 
 

Stagg’s Creek is a major stream carrying permanent water with major flood flows evident 

during heavy rainfall events, a bridge of some significance will be required to cater for long 

term access, the northern approach is reasonably easy to access and construct an abutment 

with the southern bank being much more difficult and a major cut will be required to allow 

an abutment to be installed, the cut is necessary as part of the road construction beyond 

this point. The span is approximately 10 metres and abutment construction will be 

expensive. 
 

Proposed Cost new Bridge Structure $180,000.00 
 
 
 

Stagg’s Creek to Jordan’s Creek Class-2 FPC ( Stage Four ) 
 

This section is 400 metres in length with side slopes up to 65% and road gradients up to  

19%, from this point onwards any roadline salvage of timber products would be unlikely due 

to the extreme slopes and difficulties involved , also the construction element from this 

point onwards is classified as steep and difficult with landslip potential, although site 

conditions do not show any previous slip areas the construction techniques will need to be 

designed to minimise the risks and impacts as much as possible. 
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Wiggins & Batchelor P/L 40 tonne Excavator $195.00/Hr x 100 hrs = $19,500.00 

Formation Works 

GTS Excavations P/L $135.00/ Hr x 100 Hrs =                                       $13,500.00 

Trimming Formation 

Forward Holdings P/L $105.00 /Hr x 80 Hrs =                                                $8,400.00 

Install 12 sets of culverts ( steep sidecut, rip rap, outer edge slip , R/ring joints 

Humes Supply Pipes 72 x 375 mm x $154.84 each plus delivery           $12,348.48 

Walter’s Earthmoving P/L Truck Hire ( 10 yd ) $95.00/Hr x320 Hrs   $30,400.00 

Gravelling based on 400mm cover with a two hour cycle time from 

Johnson’s Quarry. 
 

Walter’s Earthmoving P/L Supply Material at $12.50/ per tonne 
 

x 2048 Tonnes =                                                                                                           $25,600.00 
 

Walter’s Earthmoving Grader Hire $140.00/ Hr x 50Hrs =                                     $7,000.00 
 

Walter’s Earthmoving Roller Hire $110.00 / Hr x 50 Hrs =                                    $5,500.00 
 

GTS Excavations P/L Water Cart Hire $100.00 / Hr x 50 Hrs =                  $5,000.00 

Wiggins & Batchelor P/L 30 Tonne Excavator $195.00 Hr x 100 Hrs =     $19,500.00 

Fitted with vibrating plate to compact fill batter and Rockbreaker as required. 

Dura-Post Supply 24 Guide Posts $13.60 Each                                               $326.40 Geo-

Tas Supply and Install Armco Railing 400 Metres @$100.00/Metre        $40,000.00 

Total Cost ( Excluding GST) $187,074.88 
 
 
 

Jordan’s Creek Crossing Class-2 FPC ( Stage Five ) 
 

This is an interesting one as the creek is running under a large scree shelf and doesn’t 

appear above ground until quite a distance downslope from the proposed crossing point, 

with the use of geotextile fabrics and care in placing additional rock fill it is preferred to 

leave this untouched and simply raft our road over it with a minimum of disturbance , 

minimum meaning no disturbance outside of our road width parameter’s within the 

streamside reserve area approx. 20 metres from both sides, all works to be heavily 

supervised with constant on site supervision by a qualified FPO or similar. 
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Wiggins & Batchelor P/L 40 Tonne Excavator $195.00/ Hr x 10 Hrs =           $1,950.00 

GTS Excavations P/L 20 Tonne Excavator $135.00 /Hr x 10 Hrs =            $1,350.00 

Forward Holdings P/L Supply Geo Fabric and Install/Gravel etc..                      $21,250.00 

Total Cost ( excluding GST ) $24,550.00 
 
 
 

Jordan’s Creek to Switch Back Section Class- 2 FPC ( Stage Six ) 
 

This section is one kilometre in length and comprises of steep side slopes and gradients 

similar to stage four, therefore I will apply the same cost and construction parameters on 

this stage. 
 

Wiggins & Batchelor P/L 40 Tonne Excavator $195.00/Hr x 200 Hrs $39,000.00 

Formation Works 

GTS Excavations P/L 20 Tonne Excavator $135.00 / Hr x 200 Hrs                     $ 27,000.00 
 

Trimming Formation 
 

Forward Holdings P/L Installing Culverts $105.00 / Hr x 100 Hrs =           $10,500.00 

Install 29 sets, ( steep sidecut, rip rap,outer edge slip, R/ring Joints. 

Humes Supply Pipes 375 mm x 145 pipes @$154.84 each plus delivery $24,251.80 

Walter’s Earthmoving P/L Truck Hire ( 10 yd only ) $95.00/Hr x1000 Hrs $95,000.00 

Gravelling based on a 2.5 hour cycle time with 400 mm cover 

Walter’s Earthmoving P/L Supply Material @ $12.50 per Tonne 5,120 T $64,000.00 

Walter’s Earthmoving P/L Grader Hire $140.00 / Hr x 100 Hrs =         $ 14,000.00 

Walter’s Earthmoving P/L Roller Hire $110.00 / Hr x 100 Hrs =                    $11,000.00 

GTS Excavations P/L Water Cart $100.00 / Hr x 100 Hrs =                      $10,000.00 

Wiggins & Batchelor P/L 30 Tonne Excavator $195.00/Hr x 200              $ 39,000.00 

Fitted with vibrating plate to compact fill batter and rockbreaker as required 

Dura Post Supply 60 Guide Posts $13.60 each =                                                        $816.00 
 

Geo-Tas Supply and Install Armco Railing 1000 metres@ $100.00/metre     $100,000.00 
 

Total Cost ( excluding GST ) $434,567.80 
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Switch Back Section Class- 2 FPC ( Stage Seven ) 
 

This section comprises of 1.35 kilometres of steep and difficult terrain is similar to the 

previous stage except for the need to install switch back sections as the grades are 

otherwise impossibly steep. I will apply the same costs on a kilometre basis to simplify the 

process . 
 
 
 

Based on costings for( Stage Six) Total Cost (Excluding GST ) $586,665.45 
 
 
 

End of Switch Back Section to Meander Falls Class- 2 FPC ( Stage Eight ) 
 

This section is almost a walk in the park in comparison with the other sections, it is fairly flat 

and easy going , however I feel extra care should be taken to again minimise impacts so 

close to the Falls with minimum disturbance being the objective things to consider may be 

to remove all roadline clearing debris from site, restrict disturbance to roadline only, install 

drainage at ground level to minimise drainage excavations, no turning or pull off areas 

before road end to minimise scarring during construction phase, all spoil materials to be 

removed from site, Geo textiles used in preference to earthworks where possible. This 

section has an unnamed creek crossing which appears to run a reasonable volume of water, 

a concrete culvert should be ample to handle the flows based on ground conditions and 

stream size. I will apply the same figures on a per kilometre basis for this section as the 

previous section although it is easier in a volume of material to move sense it is equally as 

difficult in a landscape management, minimum disturbance sense and the distance and 

difficulty from quarries etc is compounded. 
 
 
 

Based on Costings per Kilometre over previous sections( excluding GST ) $144,855.60 
 

Construction techniques have been based on the Forest Practices Code recommendations 

for steep country road construction which include culvert spacings being reduced to 75% of 

normal to ensure culvert outlet flows are minimised and adequate capacity is installed to 

prevent any failures, minimum size is 375 mm, cut batters to be as steep as possible without 

risking undue batter slumping to reduce the amount of material to be excavated and the 

visual impact, during construction allowances should be made to allow for settlement of fill 

batters with a berm or windrow left on the outside fill shoulder to compensate for 

settlement, tension cracks are to be treated immediately until the works stabilise ( usually 

after the first few rains ) culvert discharge points to be protected with armouring eg riprap, 

rocks, geotextile or similar , culvert pipes to be rubber ring joint to assist with potential 

movement of fill batter’s also useful to consider cross sectional strengthening of outside 

edge below pipe outlet. 
 

A large proportion of the roadline is steep sidecut on a steep sideslope, it is recommended 

that any side slopes above 31 degrees or 60.1 % be treated as extreme and all materials be 

removed by end hauling to create a solid bench construction commonly referred to as full 

bench, this technique has many benefits and I feel we should give it serious consideration as 
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it will enhance the environmental acceptance , reduce the potential impact after heavy rains 

and overall I feel is our best option from Stagg’s Creek to the end of the Switch Back section 

a distance of 2.75 KM ( there will be some short sections where this won’t be required ) it 

would be safe to assume at least 2.5 km would fall into this category and require end haul 

construction as the preferred option, this approach has the potential to produce 

approximately 30,000 cubic metres of material to be disposed of, ideal for a quarry rehab or 

dam face or similar, it will add considerably to the cost and I would recommend this to be 

done via back loading with our gravel trucks delivering road base and removing spoil 

concurrently to minimise costs, yes it adds to the confusion and still adds to the cost 

however it does reduce the costs significantly, reduces the traffic impact on local roads, 

potentially the quarry supplying road base may be able to use spoil for rehab purposes 

which would be preferred. 
 

It does mean that construction works on site are a little more complex coordinating truck 

movements, excavations, culvert installations and everything else that will be happening, 

however it is possible and is feasible with good site planning and a flexible approach to the 

project to achieve. Intermediate stockpiling of road base may be an option to assist with 

truck costs and logistics on site at certain stages. 
 

One may consider the potential costs to the project, assuming the disposal site is within the 

boundaries of the site and quarry or somewhere in between will be preferred, loading spoil 

on site should be constant therefore it would be necessary to have some capacity for trucks 

to stockpile close by, with spoil to be removed later so as to prevent any hold ups with 

excavations as this would be unacceptably costly, to summarise this element and be realistic 

we must consider the reality of moving an additional major volume of material which is in 

the order of 30,000 m3 or 51,000 tonnes with a conversion factor of 1.7 , this equates to 

5,100 truck movements from site, plus material handling and disposal management this 

could easily total a million dollars of additional costs . Undoubtedly this does remove many 

of the concerns re stability , slumping, landslip etc.., and with the Meander River close by 

and directly affected by any adverse runoff  below the works, this would be cheap  

insurance in my view. 
 

After all this I must say the area is very majestic, it does present many challenges in location 

and construction but once you arrive at the Falls and view them with the dramatic dolerite 

cliff faces as a back drop it is impressive and leaves a lasting impression on those fortunate 

enough to have viewed it. 
 

Summary of Costs 
 

Stage One  $90,787.00 

Stage Two $224,466.90 

Stage Three $180,000.00 

Stage Four $187,074.88 

Stage Five  $24,550.00 

Stage Six $434,567.80 
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Stage Seven $586,665.45 

Stage Eight $144,855.60 

Project Management Costs  $80,000.00 

Total Cost ( excluding GST ) $1,773,147.60 

 
 

Potential Extras: please view Stage One options to seal steep sections 
 

End haul construction techniques on side slopes above 31 degrees have the potential to 

severely impact on the overall price, however equally this will also impact heavily on the 

environmental outcomes in a positive sense. At this stage it would be fair to assume an 

additional cost of up to a million dollars to allow for this , with further works required to 

find a suitable location for placement of spoil etc.. ( old quarry or similar ) 
 
 
 
 

 

Prepare 22/03/2016 

Phil Austin  

Project Management Solutions  

Phone 0448363058  
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Proposed Meander Falls Access Road 0 

Existing track along old logging Rd 

Preliminary location 

======== Further field work to complete 

on ground location. 
 

 
Please noteinformation is not accurate to the property level. 

STG 1 

STG 2 STG 6 

STG 5 

STG 4 

STG 3 

STG 7 STG 8 
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Proposed Meander Falls Access Road 0 
 

Preliminary location 
 
 

======== Further field work to complete 
on ground location. 

 
 

Please note information is not accurate to the property level. 
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INFRA 2 POLICY REVIEW – POLICY NUMBER 37 - 

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT 
 

 

1) Introduction 

The purpose of this report is for Council to review Policy Number 37 - 

Vegetation Management. 

2) Background 

The purpose of the Vegetation Policy is to provide a framework that will 

guide the development of Council’s strategies in the management of 

vegetation on Council property and Council managed land.  The Policy was 

discussed at the Council Workshop held on 23 January 2018. 

3) Strategic/Annual Plan Conformance 

Council’s Annual Plan requires Policy 37 - Vegetation Management to be 

reviewed in the March 2018 quarter. 

Supports the objectives of the Council’s Community Strategic Plan 2014 to 

2024: 

 Future Direction (1) – A sustainable natural and built environment 

4) Policy Implications 

The process of policy review will ensure that policies are up to date and 

appropriate. 

5) Statutory Requirements 

Not applicable 

6) Risk Management 

The Policy objective is to manage vegetation in a manner that ensures the 

safety of our community. 

7) Consultation with State Government and other Authorities 

Not applicable 

 

 

Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 190



8) Community Consultation 

Not applicable 

9) Financial Impact 

Not applicable 

10) Alternative Options 

Council can elect to discontinue, make further amendments to the existing 

Policy or not adopt any changes to the existing Policy. 

11) Officers Comments 

The Vegetation Management Policy remains relevant and important as it 

provides clear guidelines for Council officers to develop Strategies for 

managing vegetation on Council land.  The review and update of the Policy 

has taken into consideration current industry best practice and how Council 

manages vegetation. 

The amended Policy was tabled at Council’s Audit Panel in December 2017 

with no additions or amendments recommended. 

Council’s Townscapes Reserves and Parks (TRAP) Special Committee was 

consulted during the review of the Policy at the December meeting.  It was 

discussed at the TRAP meeting that the Policy should retain the heritage 

component as significant vegetation and hedgerows, for example, could be 

considered a defining feature of some areas.  This aspect was further 

discussed at the Council January Workshop with the advice that vegetation 

located on an identified heritage property title is managed under the 

Historical and Cultural Heritage Act and by the Heritage Council.  Council 

can choose to have further discussions around the development of an 

additional heritage register maintained by Council that complements the 

listed heritage properties when creating the Strategy. 

The review has resulted in a number of changes to the Policy which includes: 

 Consolidation of strategy types listed.  This enables Officers to 

determine if one or more strategies are required to satisfy the 

strategy framework defined in the Policy and to manage 

vegetation throughout the Municipal area; 

 Removal of heritage vegetation from the Policy strategy 

framework.  Heritage listed properties are identified in the 

Tasmanian Heritage Register and due process is managed by 

the Heritage Council.  Council does not have a separate 
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municipal specific heritage register.  The Policy strategy 

framework continues to require the recognition of the cultural 

values of vegetation and the protection of high value 

vegetation, vegetation community and remnant vegetation; 

 Minor amendments to wording; 

 Amendments to the following definitions: Vegetation and 

Urban Areas. 

 

It is recommended that Council continues the Policy with these 

changes. 

AUTHOR: Natasha Szczyglowska 

SENIOR TECHNICAL OFFICER – COMMUNITY SPACES, 

INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

12) Recommendation 

 

It is recommended that Council confirm the continuation of Policy No. 

37 – Vegetation Management, as follows: 

 

POLICY MANUAL 

 

Policy Number: 37 Vegetation Management 

Purpose: To provide strategic direction for the management 

of vegetation on Council property and Council 

managed land.  

Department: 

Author: 

Infrastructure Services & Works 

Natasha Szczyglowska, Technical Officer 

Council Meeting Date: 

Minute Number: 

9 June 2015 13 February 2018 

330/2015 

Next Review Date: February 2018 February 2022 

 

POLICY 

1. Definitions 

 

Vegetation Trees, shrubs, grasses, sedges and herbs: generally all plant life 

considered collectively as a whole in a location. 

Native Vegetation A plant which is indigenous to Tasmania. 

Remnant Vegetation Native vegetation that retains the characteristics of the vegetation 

which existed on that site prior to settlement. It may be in good or 

degraded condition. 

Meander Valley Council Agenda  13 February 2018 Page 192



Urban Areas Settlement areas developed for a wide range of urban purposes.  

Areas that have been developed for a wide range of community 

and civic purposes within a town, suburb or city. 

Urban Forest Vegetation within urban areas: primary component of urban 

ecosystems. 

Biodiversity The variability among living organisms from all sources, including 

terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological 

complexes of which they are part. 

2. Objective 

The objectives of this policy are to: 

 Sustain the character and biodiversity values of rural locations through the 

management of native vegetation; 

 Manage vegetation in urban areas in a manner that improves the amenity and 

environmental performance of our townships, parks, reserves and roadsides; and  

 Manage vegetation in a manner that ensures the health and safety of our 

community. 

3. Scope 

This policy applies to vegetation on Council property and Council managed land. 

Management of vegetation includes but is not limited to planning, planting, maintenance, 

protection and removal. 

4. Policy 

Vegetation, including both remnant vegetation and plantings of mature native and exotic 

species, are important features of Meander Valley’s scenic landscapes and contribute to the 

unique character of rural areas, townships and many residential urban areas. 

Native vegetation plays an important role as a source of genetic diversity, as a place for 

recreation enhancing open space and in improving the health of waterways. 

Vegetation provides an array of social, health and well-being, economic and environmental 

benefits to the community. 

It is policy that Council has a strategy for managing Council will develop a strategy for 

managing vegetation that: 

Council will develop strategies for managing: 

 

 Native vegetation that:  

 Provides guidance for the planning, maintenance and improvement of parks, 

reserves and roadsides 

 Assesses site suitability and use to ensure appropriate species and densities are 

planted and maintained 
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 Recognises ancillary benefits for the health and well-being of the community 

provided by urban forests 

 Within reason ensures public safety in our parks and on our roadsides 

 Promotes positive environmental outcomes 

 Recognises the importance of maintaining and enhancing biodiversity 

 Recognises the cultural values of vegetation and protects high value vegetation; 

vegetation communities and remnant vegetation 

 Protects high value vegetation communities and remnant vegetation 

 Recognises the role of riparian vegetation in enhancing water quality within 

streams and wetlands  

 Encourages the appropriate vegetation of waterways 

 Recognises the role remnant vegetation has in defining the character of a place 

 Recognises the important role that vegetation can play in managing landslip and 

salinity risks 

 Within reason ensures Council works with adjoining landowners 

 Ensures public safety in our parks and on our roadsides 

 

 Heritage Vegetation that: 

 Recognises the heritage and cultural values of identified vegetation 

throughout the Meander Valley region 

 Recognises that in some cases Council will need to work with private 

landowners to manage and maintain identified heritage vegetation  

 Vegetation in urban areas that: 

 Provides guidance for the maintenance and improvement of parks, reserve 

and roadsides 

 Promotes positive environmental outcomes 

 Assesses site suitability and use to ensure appropriate species and densities 

are planted and maintained 

 Recognises ancillary benefits for the health and well-being of the 

community provided by urban forests 

 Encourages the revegetation of waterways 

 Recognises the important role that vegetation can play in managing landslip 

and salinity risks 

 Ensures public safety in our parks and on our roadsides 

 

5. Legislation and associated Council policies 

 Boundary Fences Act 1908 

 Threatened Species Act 1995 

 Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 

 Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

 Historical Cultural Heritage Act 1995 

 Local Government (Highways) Act 1982 

 Roads and Jetties Act 1935 

 Forest Practices Act 1985 

 Nature Conservation Act 2002 
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 Weed Management Act 1999 

6. Responsibility 

The Director Infrastructure Services Director Development Services and Director Works are 

is responsible for ensuring compliance with this policy. 

 

 

DECISION: 
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ITEMS FOR CLOSED SECTION OF THE MEETING: 
 

Councillor xx moved and Councillor xx seconded “that pursuant to Regulation 

15(2)(g) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, 

Council close the meeting to the public to discuss the following items.” 

 

 

GOV 5  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
Confirmation of Minutes of the Closed Session of the Ordinary Council Meeting 

held on 16 January, 2018. 

 

GOV 6  LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
(Reference Part 2 Regulation 15(2)(h) Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 

Regulations 2015) 

 

 

The meeting moved into Closed Session at x.xxpm 

 

 

The meeting re-opened to the public at x.xxpm 

 

 

Cr xxx moved and Cr xxx seconded “that the following decisions were taken by 

Council in Closed Session and are to be released for the public’s information.” 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at ………… 

 

 

 

 

 

……………………………………………. 

CRAIG PERKINS (MAYOR) 
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