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APPLICATION FORM
PLANNING 'T\?fééndeﬁ/aﬂevgom-l;rl

Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 L
+ Application form & details MUST be completed IN FULL. xeve 30 0CT 2018 J' MVC
» Incomplete forms will not be accepted and may delay processing and issue of any Perm""ts Si | Dot 0S5
i OFFICE_ USE O LY

Property No: | | 3\ 5 71) Assessment No: | | D - | 7 () Ol - O Cl L|~O
oA\ |G \OND | e 10\ 033

o Is your application the result of an illegal building work? [_] Yes [] No Indicate by v box

e Is a new vehicle access or crossover required? O Yes [ No

PROPERTY DETAILS:

Address: z,c,rm-\'h/ Cowr | Certificate of Title: r K fadat 8 I
Suburb: | B\MKHO{W Urmcthmr | l 250 I Lot No: | &y ‘
‘]
Land area: Sk Ok P m? / ha
Present use of A T (vacant,  residential,  rural,  industrial,
AT ELC |
land/building: brm N A F ; H: ‘-\ commercial or forestry)
Does the application involve Crown Land or Private access via a Crown Access Licence: ] Yes E/No

Heritage Listed Property:  [_] Yes B/No

DETAILS OF USE OR DEVELOPMENT:

Indicate by v box D Building work D Change of use D Subdivision
D Forestry D Demolition
K other

Total cost of development

Telecorvmunicatvong

(inclusive of GST): $ LOC)/ . OC Includes total cost of building work, landscaping, road works and infrastructure
Description ; . _,(O\
. - FUFULLLACEA: Hirew rvonopole
of work: iPl'O [\/OI%Q/ Ure fdeco fronu” v \
Use of “ . {main use of proposed building — dwelling, garage, farm building,
building: -TUI‘ econunveat o factory, office, shop)
g
New floor area: m2 New building height: W% m
Materials: External walls: [ Concerete non-eno e | Colour: I L;W Cm:,q l
)

Roof cladding: l(.,olorbon.ol/ {heltter Colour: | Xales Ewca(iqu’ ‘

U
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25 October 2018
Index No.
Statutory Planning DaeiNe. .
Meander Valley Council
PO Box 102 reve 30 OCT 2018 | mvC
WESTBURY TAS 7303 - ‘
Action ('Jf%ice.j Pept.
Dear Sir/Madam, EO oD

Planning Permit Application for Proposed Telecommunications Facility at TAS Water site, Zenith
Court, Blackstone Heights TAS 7250

Please find attached a planning permit application relating to the proposed installation of a new
Telecommunications Facility.

As you may be aware, this application for a new Telecommunications Facility at Blackstone Heights is
driven by the State and Federal Government Funded Black Spot Program to ensure reliable coverage
is provided to this region.

As a Licensed Carrier under the Commonwealth Telecommunications Act 1997, Telstra is also obliged
to comply with the Industry Code; Communications Alliance Ltd C564:2001 Industry Code — Mobile
Phone Base Station Deployment (refer to as the Deployment Code) in relation to the above proposal.
Under the Deployment Code, Sections 4.1 and 4.2 are relevant to the preparation of the above planning
permit application.

Telstra has applied the Precautionary Approach in the Selection and Design of the proposed site in
accordance with Sections 4.1 and 4.2 of this Code.

Community Consultation

Following a number of enquiries and submissions from neighbouring properties and for transparency,
Telstra and Visionstream conducted a Community Information Session regarding the proposal. The
community had expressed a desire for further information and a perceived ‘lack of consultation’ despite
a planning application not being lodged at the time.

The Information session was held at the Country Club, Launceston Tasmania on Thursday 20"
September 2018, between the hours of 4pm to 6pm. Approximately 30 to 40 residents attended this
session.

A summary of consultation undertaken to date includes the following;

- Submissions received from mid July 2018 from community members following advice that
Telstra was investigating at a facility at the Tas Water site, Zenith Court, Blackstone Heights

- Telstra and Visionstream determined that a 'Drop In Session’ and extended consultation was
the most appropriate form of engaging the public as a result of the feedback received.

- Invitation sent to all properties within 500m of the proposed TAS Water site at Zenith Court.
Members of the community who had directly contacted Visionstream and Telstra were also
emailed a personal invite. An advertisment was also placed in ‘The Examiner’ newspaper
informing people of the Information Session.

- The Information session was undertaken on the 20t September 2018.

- A community consultation page on the RFNSA website provided details to the general public
of the Telstra proposal.

- Feedback was received at this session. All interested and affected parties were advised that
the 5 October 2018 was the last day for submissions, including confirmation of the close out
date made public on the RFNSA.

- In total, 20 people made submissions relating to the proposal, including the feedback provided
at the Community Info session. Issues raised included lack of community consultation, visual

VISIONSTREAM PTY LTD ABN 80 062 604 193
Locked Bag 4001, Heatherton, VIC 3202
Telephone: 03 9258 5700 Facsimile: 03 9563 7418

www . visionstream.com.auy
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Planning Report

Application for a Planning Permit

Proposed Telecommunications Facility at

Zenith Court, Blackstone Heights TAS 7250
(Part of Lot 29 on SP 34448, Parish of Launceston,
Land District of Cornwall)

Prepared on behalf of Telstra Corporation Limited by Visionstream Pty Ltd

October 2018
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 Site and Proposal Details

Address of Site

Zenith Court,
BLACKSTONE HEIGHTS TAS 7256

Legal Property Description Part 29 on SP34448

Local Authority
Permit Trigger

Zone and Overlay

Parish of Launceston, Land District of Cornwall

Meander Valley Council
Clause 28.0

Utilities Zone (28.0)
Urban Salinity Overlay (E16)

Use Telecommunications Facility
Owner TAS Water
PO Box 7248
HOBART TAS 7248
1.2 Applicant Details
Applicant Telstra Corporation Limited ABN 051 775 556
C/- Visionstream Pty Ltd
Locked Bag 4001
Heatherton VIC 3202
Contact Person Clinton Ph. 0414 367 361
Northey clinton.northey@uvisionstream.com.au
Our Reference VT19023.01
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2 INTRODUCTION

This report has been prepared by Visionstream on behalf of Telstra as supporting information to a Planning
Permit Application for the use and development of a new 25m telecommunications monopole at Zenith Court,
BLACKSTONE HEIGHTS TAS 7250, formally known as Lot 29 on SP34448, Parish of Launceston, Land District of
Cornwall.

Refer to Appendix 1 for Title details

This report addresses the merits of the development with regard to the provisions of the Meander Valley
Interim Planning Scheme 2013.

3 THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

The proposed telecommunications facility at Zenith Court, BLACKSTONE HEIGHTS TAS 7250, is comprised of
the following:

e The installation of one (1) new 25m telecommunications monopole;

e The installation of six (6) panel antennas on a new triangular headframe at a height of 25m;

e The installation of three (3) Twin Mounted Amplifiers (TMAs) behind the proposed panel antennas;

* The installation of one (1) new 3.0m x 2.5m Telstra equipment shelter used to house equipment
associated with the facility;

e Installation of new 10m x 10m compound area to house the facility. This compound will be
surrounded by a 2.4m high security chain wire fence;

¢ The installation of ancillary equipment.

Refer to Plans attached at Appendix 2.

4 PURPOSE OF THE PROPOSAL

The purpose of this application is to receive development approval for the installation of a telecommunications
facility at Zenith Court, Blackstone Heights on behalf of Telstra.

e Federal Government's Mobile Black Sport Program

This program will deliver mobile coverage to a large number of regional and remote communities
who, for the first time, will be able to access fast mobile voice and data services. The improved
coverage is increasing access to new technologies for key regional sectors like agriculture,
transport, mining and tourism — technologies which rely on a fast, reliable and affordable mobile
network.

The Mobile Black Spot Program builds upon significant investments already undertaken by Telstra
to expand and upgrade our mobile network. Our partnership with the Federal Government will
involve Telstra investing an additional almost $260 million of our own funds to build more than 650
new sites access the three rounds of the Mobile Black Spot Program. This is over and above the
billions of dollars we have spent on our mobile network in recent years.

We've worked with State and Local Governments to attract tens of millions of dollars in additional
targeted funding.

Telstra is committed to providing improved mobile coverage to regional and remote Australia. Over
the past 10 years, approximately 15 per cent of our total capital investment has been in areas which
cover the remotest 2 per cent of the population.

Our network investment expenditure is almost entirely self-funded. In the 11 years to 2016, less
than 1 per cent of the money spent on our network has been government funded.

In addition to the Mobile Black Spot Program, Telstra will also be installing up to 250 small cells in
selected areas where appropriate infrastructure is available, which will bring high speed 4G date
services to small country towns. These small cells also support 4G HD (VoLTE) Calling, allowing
customers to make calls on supported handsets.
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Telstra continues to invest significantly in maintaining and expanding our mobile network across
Australia.

By way of a background:

Mobile phones and mobile broadband devices continue to play an important role in the lives of
Australians. This includes providing the fundamental ability to be in contact with family and friends,
operating businesses more efficiently and effectively as well as dialing triple 0 during natural
disaster or other emergencies.

Because of the ever growing demand for more data and better reception, mobile phone carriers
such as Telstra continually have to upgrade and expand mobile phone networks to eliminate
coverage blackspots and to keep up with the demands and expectations placed upon them by the
community.

Recently Telstra has identified the need to increase the capacity of the mobile phone networks to
eliminate coverage blackspots and to keep up with the demands and expectations placed upon
them by the community.

Recently Telstra has identified the need to increase the capacity of the mobile phone network in
Blackstone Heights due to demands placed upon the existing network by people in the locality.

As the incumbent telco Telstra knows how important access to modern telecommunications
infrastructure is and in order to remedy the lack of mobile phone coverage in the after mentioned
areas Telstra wishes to establish a new mobile telecommunications base station facility at the Tas
Water site a Zenith Court, Blackstone Heights.

5 MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS NETWORKS

A mobile telecommunications network is made up of multiple base stations covering a geographic area. They
work by sending and receiving low power radio signals from their antennas to mobile phones and other mobile
devices such as tablets, wireless dongles etc. Base stations are designed to provide service to the area
immediately surrounding the base station and can be up to several kilometers. Depending on the technical
objectives of a base station, the physical characteristics of each telecommunications facility; such as its
height, number and size of antennas, equipment, cabling etc. will vary.

As a general rule, the higher the antennas at a base station, the greater it's range of coverage and its ability to
relieve capacity issues. If this height is compromised, additional facilities, and thus more infrastructure will be
required for any given locality. The further a facility is located away from its technically optimum position, the
greater the compromise of service. This may result in coverage gaps and require additional or taller base
stations to provide adequate service.

Each base station transmits and receives signals to and from mobile devices in the area. As the mobile
device user moves around, their device will communicate with the nearest base station/ facility to them at all
times. If they cannot pick up a signal, or the nearest base station is congested (already handling the maximum
number of phone calls or maximum level of data usage) the user may not be able to place a call, experience a
call "drop out" or a slowing data rate while attempting to download content.

There are three main factors that can cause the above;

e You may be too far away from a facility to receive a signal, or there may be objects blocking the
signal from the nearest facility; such as, hills, large trees or even trees. To ensure optimum service
the radio signals transmitted between the facility antennas and mobile devices need to be unimpeded,
maintaining a “line-of-sight” between them.

e The facility may be handling as much data download and calls as it can handle - call drop-outs and
slower data rates can occur when too many users are connected to a facility at once.

e The depth of coverage (which affects the ability to make calls inside buildings), may be insufficient in
some local areas.

The current proposal to upgrade the current facility will form part of Telstra's NextG network solution in the
Blackstone Heights area and will deliver essential mobile services (voice calling, SMS), as well as live video

6
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calling, video-based content including; news, finance and sports highlights, and high-speed wireless internet —
wireless broadband. With a coverage footprint of more than 2.1 million square kilometers and covering more
than 99% of the Australian population. Telstra’'s NextG is Australia’s largest and fastest national mobile
broadband network and as such requires more network facilities, located closer together to ensure a high
quality signal strength to achieve reliable service and the fastest possible data transfer rates.
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6 SITE SELECTION PROCESS

Telstra commences the site selection process with a search of potential sites that meet the network’s
technical requirements, with a view to also having the least possible impact on the surrounding area. Telstra
applies and evaluates a range of criteria as part of this site selection process.

Telstra assesses the technical viability of potential sites through the use of computer modelling tools that
produce predictions of the coverage that may be expected from these sites, as well as from the experience
and knowledge of the radio engineers.

There are also a number of other important criteria that Telstra uses to assess options and select sites that
may be suitable for a proposed new facility. These take into account factors other than the technical
performance of the site, and include:

e The potential to co-locate on an existing telecommunications facility.

e The potential to locate on an existing building or structure.

e Visual impact and the potential to obtain relevant town planning approvals.

* Proximity to community sensitive locations and areas of environmental heritage.
e The potential to obtain tenure at the site.

e The cost of developing the site and the provision of utilities (power, access to the facility and transmission
links).

Telstra is also contracted to meet objectives of the Mobile Black Spot Program, with Parameters set by the
Federal Government. A number of factors determined which areas received funding, including the lack of
outdoor coverage and the number of people who would benefit from a new facility.

In the Mobile Black Spot Program Discussion, Australian Government Depart of Communications 2013, it
states that:

“The Mobile Black Sport Program will improve mobile phone coverage and competition in regional and remote
Australia, including along major transport routes, in small communities and in locations prone to experiencing
natural disasters. The Guidelines aim to ensure the Program is delivered as efficiently and effectively as
possible, and achieve maximum value for money”

In making the proposal for this site at Blackstone Heights, Telstra has carefully weighted all the above criteria.
This analysis is detailed in the next section.

7 JUSTIFICATION FOR SITE SELECTION

Telstra carefully examined a range of possible deployment options in the area before concluding that a new
telecommunications facility at Zenith Court, Blackstone Heights (Lot 29 on SP34448) would be the most
appropriate solution to provide necessary mobile phone coverage to the Blackstone Heights and surrounding
area.

Accordingly, this section of the report will demonstrate the following:

e Colocation opportunities and existing telecommunications infrastructure within proximity to the
proposed installation; and

* An analysis of the locations considered when determining an appropriate location for a new
telecommunications installation within the required coverage area.

7.1 Colocation opportunities

The Communications Alliance Ltd (formerly Australian Communications Industry Forum Ltd/ - ACIF) Industry
Code C564:2011 — Mobile Phone Base Station Deployment promotes the use of existing sites in order to
mitigate the effects of facilities on the landscape. It should also be noted that as a first preference, Telstra
attempts to utilise, where possible, any existing infrastructure or co-location opportunities.

Below is a map of existing and proposed telecommunications facilities surrounding the West Launceston and
Blackstone Heights area. Accordingly, there is an identified lack of telecommunications facilities within the
vicinity of the proposed installation, with the nearest existing facility (RFNSA #7250011 — Basin Road, West
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Launceston) being more than 3km east of the proposed facility at Zenith Court, Blackstone Heights. Telstra's
coverage objectives could not be met given the distance, which prevented the facility from reaching the target
area, therefore this site was discounted.

Figure 1: Location of nearby existing telecommunications facilities = Source: RFNSA www.rfnsa.com.au

Map

Teo1  YPOI(RF Near Field Assessmenty 1 Movable POl T Nearty Site POI T Archived PO
Figure 1: Location of nearby existing telecommunications facilities — Source: RFNSA www.rfnsa.com.au

7.2 Candidates considered

As discussed above, a new telecommunications facility is required to service the Blackstone Heights and
surrounding area(s) as there are no viable co-location options available. Accordingly, Visionstream on behalf of
Telstra have undertaken investigations into the installation of a new telecommunications facility within the
Blackstone Heights area.

Throughout this investigation, several candidates have been identified as potential sites. However only one of

these has been deemed to be the most appropriate location to not only achieve the required coverage
requirements, but also to fulfill the planning, property, design and construction objectives.
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Candidate Location Proposal Zoning Overlays
Candidate A 7 Zenith Court, Greenfield | 12.0 Low Density| ~ Salinity Risk Overlay
Blackstone Heights TAS 30m monopole | Residential Zone
7250
Salinity Risk Overlay
Candidate B TAS Water site Greenfield 12.0 Utilites
Zenith Court 25m monopole Zone
Blackstone Heights, TAS
7250
Candidate C 16 Canopus Drive, Greenfield 12.0 Low Density| Salinity Risk Overlay
Blackstone Heights TAS 30m Monopole Residential
7250
Candidate D | TAS Water site, Canopus | Greenfield 12.0 Low Density Salinity Risk
Drive, Blackstone Heights 30m Residential Qverlay
TAS 7250 Monopole
Candidate E Lot 1 Panorama Road, Greenfield 12.0 Low Density Salinity Risk
Blackstone Heights TAS 30m Monopole Residential Overlay
7250

Table 1: Proposed Candidates
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