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Mayor’s Message Your Councillors

Welcome to the last digital edition of Council’s 
Valley News for 2022.

I would like to thank you for re-electing me as 
Mayor for a second term. This is an honour and a 
privilege and I look forward to working with you.

I would also like to congratulate all elected 
councillors, thank you for putting yourselves 
forward to represent our community.

We have had a tumultuous end to 2022 and the 
repair work from the flood damage will continue 
into early 2023. I would like to thank everyone 
in the community who pitched in to work beside 
Council officers in the immediate aftermath. This 
was a true demonstration of the Meander Valley I 
know and love.

It was encouraging to see that many of the bridges 
Council replaced after the 2016 flood event fared 
very well this time and once again we are rebuilding 
a stronger and more resilient municipality.

Thank you for your ongoing patience and 
understanding as roads are resealed, culverts are 
remediated and facilities are repaired.

I hold a great deal of optimism for what the next 
four years will bring for our municipality and I 
look forward to working together with our newly 
elected and dedicated group of councillors as we 
work together to serve our cherished communities.

On behalf of Council I wish you all a merry 
Christmas and a safe new year. Enjoy the good 
weather and all that Meander Valley has to offer.

Mayor, Wayne Johnston

Front Cover: Councillors Anne-Marie Loader and Kevin House try out the new playspace at Las Vegas Reserve in Prospect Vale
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Above: Before and after - flood remediation work and rubbish removal near Rotary Park along the Meander River in Deloraine.

Above: Some of the damage sustained to the abutments of the 
Overflow Creek bridge on Union Bridge Road, which have now 
been repaired.

The peak of the flooding may have passed quickly, 
but Council continues to work hard on recovery 
and this will ramp up over coming weeks as we 
experience more favourable weather conditions and 
contractors become available.

As well as damage to bridges and roads, a large 
amount of debris was deposited in the Meander 
River.  Council has focused initial waterway clean up 
around Rotary Park in Deloraine where debris was 
entangled in willows and other vegetation.  

“Given the natural and scenic values of this 
area, Council worked with the Tasmanian Parks 
and Wildlife Service and others to decide on an 
approach that minimised impacts. That said, it was 
inevitable that the clean-up would require some 
clearing of willows and other vegetation,” Council’s 
General Manager, John Jordan said.

After ten days, this difficult work has been 
completed.

“We took care to leave any willow stumps in place 
to help preserve the integrity of the riverbank until 
succession planting is established and the wood cut 
from the willows created a pathway for machinery 
to get in, carefully collect the waste and then back 
out along the same path. This helped minimise soil 
compaction and disturbance,” Council’s Director of 
Works, Matthew Millwood said.

“This clean-up work has changed the outlook.  
Overtime, Council will work to reinstate the look and 
feel of the area in a way that allows for better water 
flow. This will improve the water quality of the duck 
ponds and the surrounding environment,” John 
Jordan said

The suspension footbridge spanning the Meander 
River just near the Train Park in Deloraine also 

sustained structural damage from flood waters.

Specialised contractors have undertaken some initial 
work however, further engineering assessments will 
be needed to better ascertain what components will 
need replacing.

Flooding also damaged a considerable number of 
roads across Meander Valley and approximately 
3,500 square metres of sealed road network was 
impacted. Over the last few weeks, works crews have 
been reshaping these roads and they now have a 
formed gravel surface in preparation for re-sealing.

“We know that the closure of facilities is 
disappointing and in some cases inconvenient but 
we must maintain safety for the public. We really do 
appreciate the community’s patience and I want to 
thank everyone for continuing to work with us. 

“While the flood and remediation work have 
changed some things, we have an opportunity to 
reset, build resilience and achieve outcomes that will 
better support us and our region,” Mayor Wayne 
Johnston said.

Council’s flood recovery work continues
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New Council welcomed

Above: Meander Valley’s new Council. Left to right: Cr John Temple, Cr Kevin House, Cr Anne-Marie Loader, Mayor Wayne Johnston,  
Deputy Mayor Stephanie Cameron, Cr Michael Kelly, Cr Lochie Dornauf, Cr Barry Lee (Absent: Cr Ben Dudman).

Above: Uncle Hank Horton guides Lochie Dornauf through the 
Smoking Ceremony ahead of the newly elected members’ official 
Declarations of Office. 

Meander Valley’s newly elected councillors were 
officially sworn in on 2 November in Westbury.

For the first time in the Council’s history, the 
Councillors’ induction was preceded by a Smoking 
Ceremony on Westbury’s Village Green and an 
official Welcome to Country, a result of Council’s 
new indigenous recognition policy.

“The adoption of this policy last year was an 
important step in bringing us all together. We all 
share a love for Meander Valley and the inclusion of 
the Smoking Ceremony and Welcome to Country 
was a really significant moment for all of us,” Mayor 
Wayne Johnston said.

Performed by Uncle Hank Horton, both ceremonies 
were moving reminders of the long history of 
Meander Valley and the importance of walking 
together and sharing our journey ahead.

“This was the first Smoking Ceremony ever 
experienced by some in attendance and Uncle 
Hank did an amazing job leading us through these 
aspects of culture and sharing the meaning behind 
the rituals. It’s not something I will ever forget,” 
Mayor Wayne Johnston said.

Eight Councillors undertook their Declarations of 
Office in front of a large gathering of family and 
friends, under the vaulted ceiling of Westbury’s 
historic town hall.

Mayor Johnston said it was great to share the 
occasion with family and friends. 

“Particularly as many of them have been such 
strong supports for all of us throughout the election 
campaign.”

Councillor Ben Dudman was unable to attend 
the induction event, however he did undertake 
his Declaration of Office a couple of days later at 
Council’s customer service office.

“We are honored and humbled to be elected to 
represent the community and we look forward to 
achieving great things for Meander Valley over the 
next four years,” Mayor Johnston said.
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Mayor Wayne Johnston 
Re-elected as Mayor for his second term, 
Wayne runs a farm in Meander with his 
family. He has also been a volunteer with 

the Tasmanian Fire Service for over 30 years. He is 
passionate about Meander Valley and committed to 
ensuring our municipality continues to be a place of 
opportunity.

Deputy Mayor Stephanie Cameron 
First elected as a Councillor in 2018, 
Stephanie lives with her young family 
in Chudleigh operating a farm and 

running a small business. Stephanie advocates for 
the interests of Meander Valley’s local families and 
regional communities and is focused on working 
together on behalf of all ratepayers.

Councillor Lochie Dornauf 
Lochie is a local fourth generation 
farmer in the Meander Valley. He also 
brings corporate experience in property, 

planning and people management to the role. 
Lochie believes in listening to the community’s 
needs and swiftly responding with action. 

Councillor Michael Kelly 
Michael is a lifetime resident of Meander 
Valley and has held a position on Council 
for eleven years, including eight as 

Deputy Mayor. He has raised his family here and 
operates his own business. Michael has an in-
depth understanding of the different needs of our 
municipality’s urban and rural areas and supports 
stability, growth and choice for ratepayers.

Councillor Barry Lee 
Barry is passionate about Meander Valley 
and believes in undertaking his new 
role with integrity and accountability.  

Barry’s vision is to make a real difference in Council 
decision-making, improve community feedback, 
grow local tourism and deliver better outcomes for 
the whole municipality. 

Councillor Anne-Marie Loader 
Anne-Marie is a Westbury resident, 
passionate literacy practitioner and long-
distance runner. She brings a range of 

diverse skills to the role and is a strong advocate for 
listening to locals, transparency and engaging with 
the community to inform decision-making.

Councillor John Temple 
Returning for another term, John is 
a small business owner and brings 
experience serving as a board member 

for a range of community, government and 
business organisations. He believes in serving the 
municipality with equity and putting strategic long 
term community benefit ahead of short term gain.

Councillor Ben Dudman 
Ben’s family have lived in Meander Valley 
for generations and he sees his role as 
Councillor as an opportunity to give 

back to the community. Ben advocates for a strong 
community voice, transparency, accountability 
and working together to provide opportunity and 
prepare for a prosperous future.

Councillor Kevin House 
Kevin grew up on his family’s farm at 
Quamby Brook. He then worked and 
raised his own family in the Deloraine 

area, where he lived for forty years before moving 
to Prospect Vale where he has been a local for 
twenty-six years. Kevin loves Meander Valley and 
feels very fortunate to have an opportunity to serve 
the community as Councillor. Kevin brings a strong 
business, training and mentoring background to his 
new role, underpinned by local knowledge and a 
broad, common sense perspective.

Have your say about Council’s 
projects and services
Meander Valley Council’s Community Strategic 
Plan is up for review in 2024 and in preparation, 
we want to hear about your priorities, needs 
and expectations.  Leave your feedback by 
completing our Community Satisfaction Survey!

Visit www.meander.tas.gov.au and click on  
“Have Your Say”
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The Deloraine Cemetery is an important place 
for the community and preservation of the site 
into the future is an important aspect of its 
management.

“For generations the local community has 
visited this cemetery to reflect and remember 
and we want to ensure it continues to be a 
place where people are able to say farewell to 
their loved ones”, Mayor Wayne Johnston said.

To secure the future of the cemetery long term, 
Council has recently acquired an additional 
parcel of land adjacent to the site.

“The existing site will reach capacity within 
15 years, so more land was always going to 
be something we would need to consider. 
This new purchase will double the footprint 
of the cemetery and will provide for burials 
and memorials for the next 120 -150 years,” 
Council’s Director of Works, Matthew Millwood 
said.

In recent times, Council has completed a 
range of projects at the cemetery including 
landscaping, irrigation and the construction of 
a bespoke rock wall.

“Providing a range of memorial options for the 
community is also part of our forward planning 
and we have recently completed a new Garden 
of Memory for the interment of ashes,” 
Matthew said.

This work builds on the completion of a central 
domed shelter with seating that was installed 
a couple of years ago. Championed by former 
councillor Deborah White and designed by a 
local artist, the shelter comprises large curved 
timber supports that have helped create a 
sense of place.

“We all experience loss, so creating a space 
where the community can come to say 
goodbye, process their grief and remember is 
vitally important,” Deborah White said.

Creating space for the community  
to reflect and remember

Bridge replacement over Western Creek 
set to start in January

Above: The new landscaped rock wall and bespoke domed 
shelter installed at the Deloraine Cemetery.

Above: The old Montana Road bridge is set to be replaced.

As part of Council’s 2021-22 Capital Works program, 
the bridge on Montana Road over Western Creek 
will be completely reconstructed with crews 
expected to start work in January.

“The bridge is of mainly timber construction and is 
due for replacement. It is also only single lane which 
does create some safety concerns,” Mayor Wayne 
Johnston said.

The new bridge will be manufactured from pre-
cast concrete, will provide dual lane access and is 
designed to accommodate the latest configurations 
of heavy vehicle traffic.

“It should last 100 years or more. Many of the 
pre-cast components including the beams and 
abutments have already been made so, weather 
permitting there should be no delays in getting 
construction underway,” Mayor Johnston said.

Construction is expected to start in the first week of 
January and should take about two weeks, during 
which time the road will need to be closed.

Local residents and business owners have been 
notified about the road closure and alternative  
access options.

Mayor Johnston said Council understood that this 
may cause inconvenience and additional travel 
time for some. “We appreciate everyone’s patience, 
particularly as there have also been other flood 
related road works undertaken recently.” 

Approximately 270 square metres of road seal 
adjacent to the bridge was washed away during the 
recent floods, which will also need to be repaired.

“It is anticipated that the resealing will also take 
place in the new year, with the majority of the work 
expected to be completed by mid-January 2023,” 
Mayor Johnston said.
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New destination playspace opens at Las Vegas Drive Reserve

Las Vegas Reserve in Prospect Vale has been 
revitalised with a complete renewal of the 
playground equipment as part of Council’s 2021-22 
capital works program.

“The old equipment had reached end of life and 
required replacement. The new space now caters 
for much broader age ranges and all abilities and 
provides more opportunities for self-directed and 
more active play,” Mayor Wayne Johnston said.

The new equipment caters for ages between 0-18 
years and includes an all abilities basket style whirl 
swing, tunnels, slides a glide and ride flying fox as 
well as an extensive network of cable rope climbers. 

Mayor Johnston said the redeveloped playground 
offered something for everyone, 

“Even a fire truck has been included to cater 
for some of our youngest residents. Playspaces 
continue to evolve and the equipment installed 

really demonstrates that. Coordination, balance, 
spacial awareness and fitness can all be developed 
here. It’s great to see and there is more to come.”

In addition to the new playground equipment, 
landscaping, shade trees, shelters and seating will 
also be installed at a total project cost of $210,000.

“Recreational spaces positively contribute to the 
wellbeing of our communities. They become 
destinations to engage, connect and improve our 
physical and mental health. 

“Projects like this also enhance the liveability of our 
municipality which is important for all our residents,” 
Mayor Johnston said.

The new Las Vegas Reserve playspace is now open 
and is located just off Las Vegas Drive in Prospect 
Vale. Additional landscaping, shelter and seating is 
expected to be completed in coming months.

Above: The revitalised playspace at Las Vegas Reserve in Prospect Vale

Construction underway on Bracknell’s new community hall

After delays due to ongoing wet ground conditions, 
construction has now started on Bracknell’s new 
community hall.

The foundation screw piles have arrived and are 
currently being installed ahead of further foundation 
works which will continue from 16 January 2023.

“We have been consulting with the Hall Committee 
and the internal and external finishes have now been 
finalised, so we are getting closer! We are glad the 
sun is now shining, that’s for sure,” Mayor Johnston 
said.

Despite the initial delay, Council still anticipates that 
the new hall will be completed by mid-2023. Above: Work on constructing the foundations for the new hall  

has  begun.
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Council has once again kicked off the summer  
season with the annual water testing program.

Weekly water samples are taken regularly from 
December to March at popular recreation areas to 
ensure the public are aware of recreational water 
quality issues.

“After flooding or heavy rain, there can be changes 
in water quality. This is due to increased run-off and 
is to be expected,” Council’s Environmental Health 
Officer, Chris Wicks said.

“In line with the recreational water testing guidelines 
we test for Enterococci, which is a type of bacteria 
that can cause gastrointestinal upsets,” Chris said.

If sampling produces two elevated results then 
advisory signage is erected. Further testing is 
then undertaken and, once levels fall to within an 
acceptable range, the signage is removed.

“When signs are up, we recommend that people 
don’t swim.

“Erecting water alert signage in the warmer months 
when we all feel like a cool swim can create some 
frustration. However, it’s important to remember 
that water sampling provides us with a snapshot 
and it may take a few days or longer for samples 
to change, so sometimes all we can do is remain 
patient,” Chris said.

Safer waterways for summer recreation

Council’s weekly water sampling program takes 
place at the following recreational swimming 
locations:

Meander River
Egmont Reserve, Birralee Road, Westbury 
Liffey River 
Bracknell River Reserve, off Louisa Street, Bracknell 
South Esk River
Lions Park, off Main Street, Hadspen 
Lake Trevallyn
Blackstone Park, off Kelsey Road, Blackstone Heights

The significance of Remembrance Day was truly demonstrated 
this year by the students of Westbury Primary School.

Students created a very moving and informative display in 
Council’s customer service office, telling the story of the 
unknown soldier and featuring the students’ own artworks and 
creative interpretations of the meaning behind Remembrance 
Day and, the importance of honouring those we lost. 

“The care, respect and sentiment displayed by these children 
through this exhibit was appreciated by everyone and on 
behalf of Council, we thank you,” Mayor Wayne Johnston said.

The exhibit also depicted historical photographs of soldiers 
departing Westbury for service in 1914 and various other 
artefacts.

“These children now have a greater understanding of 
the sacrifices made and it is in the passing down of this 
knowledge that we can ensure we never forget,” Mayor 
Johnston said.

Local students remind us of the importance of remembering

Above: Students join Council’s General Manager, John 
Jordan and Principal Lynn Wyllie-Watson in front of 
the display in Council’s customer service office.

Above: Council’s Environmental Health Officers undertake water 
sampling from December to March to ensure popular recreational 
swimming areas are safe for public use.
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Residents of Hadspen, Blackstone Heights, Travellers 
Rest and Prospect Vale are well on their way to 
reducing landfill after reported success of the 
expansion of food organics, garden organics (FOGO) 
collection services back in July.

“As part of the expansion of the service, we put 
some measures in place so we can gauge our 
success and identify areas to improve upon.  The 
first lot of data is now in and we are thrilled with the 
results. Everyone is doing an amazing job,” Mayor 
Wayne Johnston said.

Approximately 59 percent of Meander Valley’s 
residents receive a FOGO collection service, 
provided as part of a staged transition towards 
increased service provision across other areas in 
coming years.

Latest data measures contamination rates (items 
that should not be placed in the FOGO bin) and the 
amount of organic waste that has been diverted 
from landfill to turn into compost.

FOGO champions embrace new waste habits

“Our contamination rates are consistently below 
one percent which is just incredible. This tells us that 
almost everyone is using their FOGO bin the right 
way.

“We initiated an extensive education and awareness 
campaign before the start of the expanded service.

“We had dedicated staff taking phone calls and 
responding to emails and messages and this was a 
big contributor to the success of the rollout.” Mayor 
Johnston said.

As a result, in the four months since the service has 
been in place, 295 tonnes of organic material from 
households has been diverted from landfill and 
turned into compost.

As well as cutting methane emissions, removing 
organic waste from landfill also reduces the 
production of leachate which poses a threat to 
ground and surface water quality.

“It is estimated that the expanded FOGO collection 
service in these areas will save at least 1,300 tonnes 
of organics from going to landfill each year. That’s a 
big deal,” Mayor Johnston said.

Council will continue to report on the ongoing 
success of the expanded FOGO service and will 
provide the community with updates.

“It’s important that residents know how well they are 
doing. We will look to build on this success in the 
future and explore opportunities to expand these 
services to other areas of Meander Valley,” Mayor 
Johnston said.

MAY - JUNE 
Tonnes of general 
waste and FOGO 
before the expansion  
of the FOGO service.

JULY - OCTOBER 
Tonnes of general 
waste and FOGO after 
the expansion of the 
FOGO service.
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Council’s pools at Deloraine and Caveside were 
both damaged by the recent floods and Council 
is working with its insurer and their contractors to 
undertake repairs.

The Deloraine pool sustained damage to the kiosk, 
change rooms, showers and the pool’s pumped 
heating and filter systems.  At Caveside, the pool 
liner was damaged.

“It’s a real blow to have these pools out of action 
just as the swimming season and school holidays 
start. People really look forward to a swim this time 
of year.

“We’ve had the electrical systems at the Deloraine 
pool checked, but there is still a significant amount  
of repair work needed to make the facilities safe for 
public use.   

“While we are hoping to provide limited access 
in mid to late January, this is not guaranteed. It 
depends a lot on how the repair work goes, so we 
will be providing further updates when we know 
more,” Mayor Johnston said.

The Rotary Club of Deloraine’s popular Learn-To-
Swim Program which is usually undertaken at the 
pool has had to be relocated to the Deloraine 
Primary School’s pool.

Council has assisted by providing a community 
grant to offset the additional costs of moving the 
program.

“We are so glad the Learn-To-Swim program can go 
ahead. It’s a really valuable and popular program 
and we are happy to help while we work on getting 
the Deloraine pool back up and running,” Mayor 
Johnston said.

Pools remains closed after flood damage

Registration day for the Learn-To-Swim program 
will still be held outside the gates of the Deloraine 
(Council’s) Pool on West Parade on the 29 
December, between 10am - 3pm.

As well as repairs to the pool liner, the opening of 
the Caveside pool also faces additional hurdles.

“Safety standards for public liability insurance have 
changed significantly. This means that the Caveside 
pool will need to operate differently and a key 
element of this is the provision of qualified lifeguard 
supervision,” Mayor Johnston said.

While not a Council owned facility, operators of the 
Mole Creek pool face the same issue and have made 
the hard decision not to open this season.

“Subsidising the training of volunteer lifeguards is 
one option Council has considered to enable these 
facilities to operate. However, lifeguard training 
providers are unable to undertake this training 
before the end of the swimming season. 

While Council continues to explore possible 
solutions, the combination of flood damage repairs 
and a lack of qualified lifeguards means Caveside 
Pool is also unlikely to open this season. 

“We know how disappointing this is for everyone. 
We are continuing to work through the options and 
will be providing updates as soon as we can confirm 
repair timeframes and any alternative arrangements 
and we would like to thank everyone for their 
patience and understanding,” Mayor Johnston said.

Above: The Deloraine pool’s change rooms, kiosk and shower 
facilities were also damaged.

Above left: The Deloraine pool during the flood event, and right, 
some of the damage sustained.
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6pm-8pm, Wednesday 25 January, 2023
Mt Pleasant Room, Country Club Tasmania,  

Country Club Avenue, Prospect Vale

Join us for a night of entertainment and refreshments  
as we recognise recipients for:

Citizen of the Year 
Young Citizen of the Year 

Community Event or Organisation of the Year  
Meander Valley Sports Award

Volunteer Awards 

This is a free event, but seating is limited and subject to any  
COVID-19 restrictions in place.

Please RSVP by phoning 6393 5379  
or email alison.hugo@mvc.tas.gov.au  

by Monday 16 January 2023

Council would like to invite the Meander Valley community  
to our 2023 Australia Day and Volunteer Award celebrations.

Chudleigh Memorial Hall 
5 JANUARY 2023

For ticket bookings visit:  
www.festivalofsmallhalls.com
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entry
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Folk Museum only. Free entry includes Yarns Artwork
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Council Hours 
Christmas and New Year
Customer Service Office, 26 Lyall Street, Westbury   

Waste, Recycling & FOGO Bin Collection Services  

Waste Disposal Facilities

Council’s office will close from 12pm  (midday) Friday 23 December 2022  
and will re-open at 8.30am, Tuesday 3 January 2023.

Collection days will not change. Please ensure your bins are 
out by 6am on your scheduled collection day.

Westbury and Deloraine Waste Disposal Sites and the  
Mole Creek Waste Transfer Station will be open on their usual 
days, however, all facilities will be closed on Christmas Day.

Works Department
The Works Department will be operating with a reduced  
crew from 12pm (midday) Thursday 22 December 2022 until  
7.30am, Monday 9 January 2023.

For animal control and emergency 
maintenance during this time  
phone 6393 5300


